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• Receive feedback on national performance of 

candidates on Pearson Edexcel (9-1) GCSE Physical 

Education Components 1 and 2 of the 2019 

examination series

• Consider a range of responses in a variety of questions 

and explain how marks were awarded  

• Address common issues and FAQs

Aims and Objectives
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Session agenda

Timescale

2 minutes Introduction to assessment

25 minutes Feedback on candidates’ performance in MCQs 

and short answer questions across paper 1 and 

paper 2

30 minutes Feedback on candidates’ performance in long 

answer and extended answer questions across 

paper 1 and paper 2

3 minutes Summary (including common issues) and 

unanswered questions
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Component Title Summary of 

assessment

Paper 1

(36% – 90 marks)

1 hour and 45 

minutes

Fitness and Body 

Systems

Examination

Multiple choice, short 

and extended open 

response questions

Paper 2

(24% – 70 marks)

1 hour and 15 

minutes 

Health and 

Performance

Examination

Multiple choice, short 

and extended open 

response questions

Component 1 and 2 
overview
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Variation of questions 

throughout both paper 1 and 

paper 2

(1) 

(4) 

(3) 



6

Variation of questions 

throughout both paper 1 and 

paper 2 continued
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Your text here
Feedback and 

variation of 

candidates’ 

performance on 

MCQs 
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• Rank order of accessibility of common questions 

comparable between Component 1 and Component 2

• Component 1 – 1a,1c, 1e and 1g were most accessible

• Component 2 – all MCQs were well answered by the 

majority of candidates.

Variation of candidates’ 

performance on MCQs

Paper 1 

MCQ

Paper 2 

MCQ
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• The rank order of most challenging questions from 

component 1 and 2

• Component 1 – 1b, 1f, and 1h were least accessible for 

candidates

• Component 2 – 1a although very well answered it was 

the least accessible for candidates on this component

Variation of candidates’ 

performance on MCQs

Paper 1 

MCQ 

analysis 

from 

Principle 

examiner 

report

Paper 2 

MCQ 

analysis 

from 

Principle 

examiner 

report
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Student response – what 

candidates did well

Underlining of 

key terms

Use of additional 

space for planning
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• Questions were read carefully, often with key words 

underlined

• Each response was worked through to determine the 

most appropriate response

• Incorrect options were struck through

• All questions attempted

What candidates did well – 

summary
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Feedback and 

variation of 

candidates’ 

performance on short 

answer  questions 

from paper 1 and 

paper 2
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Student response – candidate 

who did well

Response awarded 1/1 marks 

Paper 1 Q5a
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Student response – candidate 

who didn’t do well

Paper 1 Q5a

Response awarded 0/1 marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who did well
Paper 1 Q6

Response awarded 4/4 marks 



16

Student response – candidate 

who didn’t do well
Paper 1 Q6

Response awarded 1/4 marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who did well
Paper 2 Q2a

Response awarded 2/2 marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who didn’t do well

Paper 2 Q2a

Response awarded 0/2 marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who did well

Paper 2 Q11a

Response awarded 2/2 marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who didn’t do well

Paper 2 Q11a

Response awarded 0/2 marks 
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• Questions were read carefully, command words, key 

words or terms were underlined

• Responses provided in the question were not repeated

• The question context was used to arrive at the correct 

answer

Why candidates did well –

summary
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• Rank order of accessibility of short answer questions between 

component 1 and component 2

• Component 1 – 10b and 11a were most accessible and 9c was 

least accessible

• Component 2 – 2a, 8ai and 8aii were most accessible and 11a 

was least accessible

Variation of candidate 

performance on short answer 

questions
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Feedback and 

variation of 

candidates’ 

performance on 

longer answer  

questions
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• Longer, 3 or 4 mark questions still use a points based 

mark scheme

• Typical command words used are explain and describe

• Responses need to be linked

• Responses need to demonstrate development

Longer questions and 

command words
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Student response – candidate 

who did well
Paper 1 Q2a

Response awarded 3/3 marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who didn’t do well 

Paper 1 Q2a

Response awarded 0/3 marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who did well
Paper 1 Q3b

Response awarded 4/4 

marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who didn’t do well

Paper 1 Q3b

Response awarded 0/4 marks 
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Delegate marking

Paper 2 Q5

(4)
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Response analysis
Paper 2 Q5

Response awarded 3/4 marks 



31

Student response – candidate 

who didn’t do well
Paper 2 Q5

Response awarded 1/4 marks 
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What candidates did well:

• Knowledge was recalled and applied correctly

• Ideas expressed clearly with appropriate examples

• Higher order thinking skills demonstrated clearly by 

developing ideas following through points in depth

What candidates didn’t do well:

• Candidates did not use the correct question context

• Candidates found it difficult to develop their responses

• Many lacked application or the required analysis and 

evaluation

Longer answer questions 

summary
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• Levels based mark scheme

• Requires same skills as long answer questions

• Need to demonstrate development of response

• 3 marks available for each of the AO objectives – 

o A01 – recall of knowledge

o A02 – application of knowledge

o A03 – evaluation

The extended answer 

questions
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Q13. Examine the importance of the respiratory system during the different 

phases shown in figure 7.              (9)

Q14. Evaluate the training methods causing these long term effects and their 

impact on Dan’s shot put performance.     (9)

The extended answer 

questions – paper 1



35

Delegate marking

Paper 1 Q13
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Delegate marking continued
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Delegate marking continued
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Response analysis

Paper 1 Q13
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Response analysis continued
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Response analysis continued

Response awarded 7/9 marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who didn’t do well
Paper 1 Q13

Response awarded 1/9 marks 
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Q14. Evaluate the importance of intrinsic and extrinsic feedback for a 

player in an under 12 hockey team.

Q15. Discuss the impact a sedentary lifestyle can have on physical 

health.

The extended answer 

questions – paper 2
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Delegate marking
Paper 2 Q15
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Delegate marking continued
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Response analysis – candidate 

who did well

AO1 max

Paper 2 Q15
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Response analysis continued

AO1 max again

Response awarded 5/9 marks 
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Student response – candidate 

who didn’t do well

Repeated 

point

Paper 2 Q15

Response awarded 2/9 marks 
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Common issues on extended 

answer questions

• Bullet points used

• Lack of application of knowledge to the question

• Lack of analysis and evaluation of the topic

• Lack of developed responses
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A good approach to extended 

answer questions

AO1

AO2

AO3
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Useful links

Edexcel Website for GCSE Physical Education

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/physical-education-2016.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html


Thanks

For further support, contact the PE and Sport 

team:

Subject Advisor: Penny Lewis

Subject Specialist: Collette Vassell

Call us: 03330 164 100 

Email and chat to us 

Twitter: @PearsonPEandSport 

Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

Visit and join the PE and 

Sport community

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://twitter.com/PearsonPESport
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F90N000000kGdhSAE/btec-first-tech-and-nationals-in-sport
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