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Overview of further composition exemplars 

This is a set of five new composition exemplars to support teachers delivering and 
assessing 1MU02. This resource focuses on making different musical styles and 
technologies more accessible to promote a broad range of outcomes, supporting students 
from different musical backgrounds and experiences.  
 
This pack should be used in conjunction with assessment information in the GCSE (9-1) 
Music specification. Composition Assessment Grids 1-3 can be located on pages 37 to 41 
in this document. The pack includes the following resources and materials: 
 

• 5 compositions across a range of styles and briefs, representing different 
compositional approaches. The marks of these compositions are deemed to be 
aspirational. 

• The intention is to show different ways of working across musical styles, and how 
candidates working in any style can write successful pieces that meet the 
requirements of the assessment criteria. 

• Two compositions are a response to Set Brief 4 (Fusion) from 2023, showing 
idiomatic writing in both styles of the musical fusion as a traditional notated score 
and a screenshot score with commentary. 

• One composition focuses on Set Brief 3 (Music for Stage and Screen) from 2023, 
exemplifying how to present materials, suggestions for structuring responses, and 
ensuring a clear response to the brief. 

• One composition will focus on a rap style where technology plays an important part 
in the development of musical ideas. 

• The final composition focuses on electronic dance music and uses a sample as part 
of the composition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music/2016/specification/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Music_Specification_issue4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music/2016/specification/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Music_Specification_issue4.pdf
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Composition 1a: ‘Mere Dost Nacho’  
 
This is a composition in response to Set Brief 4 (Fusions) from the 2023 examination 
series. The set brief stated: 
 
‘Combine the stylistic features of Indian classical music with Western popular music to 
create a track for a fusion album.  

• You may write for one or more instrument(s). 

• The instruments may be acoustic and/or amplified and/or synthesised.’ 

 

Points to note in this exemplar composition: 

• The candidate provides a short programme note referencing their instrumental choices, 
structure, texture, melody and harmony.  

 

• There are several clear screenshots showing dynamic changes and panning. 
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• Rhythm is explained by enlarging the track to include bar lines. 

• Melodic parts are also explained using the piano roll display e.g. bass and keyboard. 

 

 

Composition feedback 

NB. The 3rd bullet point in AG1 must also be considered when judging a Set Brief 
Composition. 

• Assessment Grid 1: The musical ideas are developed and extended successfully. The 
musical conventions of both musical styles are appropriately selected and maintained 
throughout the composition. This is an imaginative response to the set brief and the 
occasion has been given consideration. (Level 5, 9 marks) 

• Assessment Grid 2: Control of the musical elements is secure. The musical forces are 
selected effectively to create contrast. The texture of the composition is varied and 
clear throughout. (Level 5, 9 marks) 

• Assessment Grid 3: The music demonstrates a sense of wholeness and balance. The 
music is fluent and contrasting. There is a good sense of direction overall. (Level 4, 8 
marks) 

• Total Mark: 26/30 
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Composition 1b: ‘Sunset Fusion’ 

This is also a composition in response to Set Brief 4 (Fusions) from the 2023 examination 
series. In this instance, the candidate chose to provide a notated score to accompany the 
recording. 

 

Points to note in this exemplar composition: 

 

• In this case, the candidate only labelled the parts on the first section of staves rather 
than the whole piece. 

• There are some dynamic markings but not consistently throughout the music. 

 

Composition feedback 

• Assessment Grid 1: The piece is stylistic in terms of the Indian and Western 
characteristics and is an imaginative response to the set brief. The interplay between 
parts and genres shows significant development and extension of musical ideas. (Level 
5, 9 marks) 

• Assessment Grid 2: Musical elements are well controlled and the instruments, such 
as the basslines, tabla pattern and the sitar melody are handled imaginatively and 
idiomatically at this level. Textures are varied throughout. (Level 5, 9 marks) 

• Assessment Grid 3: There is a convincing sense of direction in this piece with a 
smooth transition between sections at bar 34. The piece is fluent and coherent 
throughout and a sense of wholeness is achieved. (Level 5, 9 marks) 

• Total Mark: 27/30 
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Composition 2: ‘Into the Darkness’ 
 

This composition is a response to Set Brief 3 from the 2023 examination series. This set 
brief stated:  
 
‘Compose a musical soundtrack for a scene in an enchanted forest. 

 

• The music will reflect the contrasting characters in the fairy tale as they explore the 
enchanted forest. 

• You may use one or more instrument(s). 

• The instruments may be acoustic and/or amplified and/or synthesised. 

• The music may be in any style.’ 

 

Points to note in this exemplar composition: 

• The candidate chose to submit a very detailed programme note and annotated notated 
score to accompany the recording of this composition. Part of this is shown below. 
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• The annotation on the notated score effectively shows the story being displayed on the 
screen as the music progresses. 
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Composition feedback 

• Assessment Grid 1: Musical ideas are developed and extended successfully and with 
assurance, meeting the intended purpose and audience appropriately. Stylistic 
caracteristics and conventions of the chosen style have been selected and handled 
convincingly throughout. This is an imaginative response to the brief with a very well-
developed sense of audience and occasion. The story is conveyed in the music. (Level 
5, 10 marks) 

• Assessment Grid 2: The control of musical elements is secure throughout. The 
instrumental forces are handled idiomatically and exploited imaginatively throughout. A 
wide range of (often complex) musical textures are explored to successfully match the 
on-screen events. (Level 5. 10 marks) 

• Assessment Grid 3: A sense of wholeness and coherence is achieved throughout. 
There is a consistent sense of fluency and contrast for the most part; transitions are 
mostly effective. There is a convincing sense of direction overall. (Level 5, 10 marks) 

• Total Mark: 30/30 
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Composition 3: Rap 

 
This is an example of a Free Composition submitted for the 2023 examination series. The 
outline of the composition stated on the Composition Authentication Sheet (CAS) was: 
‘A rap for young people’.  
 

 
 

Points to note in this exemplar composition: 

• A live recording of the rap greatly enhanced this composition. 

• The candidate submitted the screenshot score above. In this instance, there was not 
enough musical information provided to meet specification requirements. The 
candidate was not penalised for this score. 

• It would be helpful if the lyrics were included to accompany the commentary. 

• More candidates are choosing to submit this type of composition in recent years. 

• The candidate needed to include an audience or occasion in their composition outline. 

• Candidates need to be mindful of their lyric choices and subject matter when creating a 
rap, as this is a formal assessment. 
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Composition feedback. 

NB: Only the first two bullet points are considered for AG1 when 
judging a Free Composition. 

• Assessment Grid 1: Ideas are developed effectively with relevance to the intended 
purpose but need further exploitation and more sophistication. Conventions are 
appropriate and convincingly maintained throughout the rap. (Level 4, 8 marks) 

• Assessment Grid 2: The control of musical elements is secure throughout. The 
instrumental forces, including technology, are handled idiomatically but could be further 
exploited. Textures are varied and clear but not complex. (Level 4, 8 marks) 

• Assessment Grid 3: A sense of wholeness and coherence is achieved throughout. 
The music is fluent, but more could be made of contrast especially when ideas are 
repeated. There is a good sense of direction overall. (Level 4, 8 marks) 

• Total Mark: 24/30 
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Composition 4: ‘Make It Right’ 
 

This is another example of a Free Composition submitted for the 2022 examination series. 
The outline of the composition was: ‘An EDM verse-chorus structure to be played at DJ 
venues like nightclubs’. 
 

Points to note in this exemplar composition: 

• This composition uses a vocal sample successfully although it is not clear from the 
commentary whether this were created by the candidate themselves. It is important 
that any materials (melodic or otherwise) are acknowledged in the commentary or 
on the CAS. 

• The candidate gives clear information about musical elements but again, it would be 
useful if they included lyrics and information on how to recreate the vocal part. 

• They have included a screenshot of the full score with automation to illustrate the 
use of music technology within the music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Composition feedback. 

• Assessment Grid 1: Ideas are developed with assurance to the intended purpose. 
EDM conventions are selected appropriately and handled maintained convincingly to 
create a successful outcome. (Level 5, 9 marks) 

• Assessment Grid 2: The control of musical elements is secure throughout. The 
instrumental forces, including technology, are handled idiomatically and imaginatively 
in places. The vocal sample gives the music authenticity. Textures are varied and clear 
and complex in keeping with this style of music. (Level 5, 9 marks) 
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• Assessment Grid 3: A sense of wholeness and coherence is achieved throughout. 
The music is fluent and contrast is considered throughout as ideas return throughout. A 
convincing sense of direction. The music is brought to a pleasing conclusion 
appropriate to the genre. (Level 5, 9 marks) 

• Total Mark: 27/30 
 


