
 

GCSE Music Composition assessment grid guidance 
 

(Applicable for Composition 1 –set brief & Composition 2-free composition) 
 

 
 
 

Developing Musical Ideas  
(10 marks) 

Demonstrating Technical Control 
(10 marks) 

Composing with Musical Coherence 
(10 marks) 

How effectively are the 
musical ideas developed 
and extended to meet the 
intended brief? 

Are the stylistic features and 
conventions of the chosen 
genre/style handled 
convincingly throughout 
the composition?  

Is the outcome an imaginative 
response to the brief? Does it suit 
the audience and occasion?  
 

Are the instruments/voices 
handled idiomatically?  Are all 
parts fully exploited? 

How well are the elements 
used and controlled 
throughout the composition? 

Have a variety of textures been 
used which are appropriate to 
the chosen style/genre of music? 

Is continuity and wholeness 
achieved throughout the 
composition? Does the composition have a 

sense of fluency and contrast 
throughout? 

 

Does the music have a sense of 
direction?  


