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Introduction
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2025 is the fifth year of the new specification for the speaking component (the first
series being Summer 2019).
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Information for centres and teachers

Ensure that staff supporting students during the examination are aware of the
following:

1. Expected times for each task. The tasks should be timed from the student
beginning to speak. An overly long task reduces the available marks if
responses are not completed within the allotted time limit.
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That questions should be read as written for the first two tasks. Students
are expected to ask questions 4 and 5 in the role play for higher and
question 5 in foundation.

Students should be able to show their potential without being hindered by
staff inexperience.

Student names and candidate numbers match on all documents and file
names. The correct candidate recording is uploaded.

The examination is conducted within the set dates starting in March and
ending in May. Work is expected to be uploaded by a set date in mid-May.
Please check this date as it may alter each year.

Editable files are used so that marks can be entered. Signatures are no
longer a requirement on the editable files.

Marks are not entered into the CS2 form. This is examination is marked by
external examiners not by the teacher conducting the examination.

The aim of the recording is that the student can be heard. This is
extremely difficult when background noises are heard rather than the
student’s voice. Please balance the distance between the student and
teacher as both should be heard clearly without a disproportionate
difference in the volume.

The recording is an mp3 file as this allows the recording to be accessible on
more operating systems.
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Vocabulary

Questions students found more difficult were : FR3 Q2; FR4 FR10 Q4; HR2, HR7,
HR9 Q2; HR1, HR5, Q3; HR9 Q5.

1. &5 L T seems to have been difficult for students this year, with no
extension being provided by a number of students.

2. Colloquial interpretations of lunch meant that 3 &{K# rather than 5B Z
R was used.

3. Creating a question using & 7 L £ 9 A" was extremely difficult and most
students resorted to using fAl % L £ 9 % instead.

4. [EFE has been misinterpreted as English (their own language) by some
students.

5. &n< oy, Wo AIKFE were particularly difficult for students to respond
to as they frequently were unable to produce ~K5f& and resorted to ~F.

6. Pronunciation became a problem for students when voiced and unvoiced
consonants were confused.

7. Verbs for clothing are a weak point for many candidates across both Higher
and Foundation.

8. Foundation level students would benefit from practising counters as they
found it difficult to produce answers involving money or people.

9. ENL{ Tand LB %9, The GCSE is a taught examination, so
marking is based on the specification.

10. Students coped quite well with unknown vocabulary, guessing from context.

11. Topic 5 vocabulary was generally managed extremely well.
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Task 1 : Role Play (10 marks)

It would be advantageous to students to read the scenario and questions, paying
attention to the tense of the question during the examination preparation time.
Remind students that they are expected to answer the question they have been
asked. The more complex the answer the more likely the answer is to become



ambiguous. Best practice is to use the information in the bullet points of the
candidate card.
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Task 2 : Picture based discussion (24 marks)
Teachers should ensure that students describing the picture in Task 2 are aware it
is possible to use more than T form. Students are expected to be able to respond

to all seen questions with several sentences not to focus solely on the first
guestion. Responses are expected to include a developed justification. The unseen
question is should be attempted even if it is not at the level of the prepared
questions. This is not possible within the expected time frame if more than half the
allocated time is spent on question one.

2273 =5E [36 =]

SEDBRICHE-> CTRBENNDERIELTVWET, RNERAEFRIEZZERBIZL
F.REPERDOLRLICEDEEME L TWE LTz, mEHIMEWZERE X GCSE
DEDOXECEETEM SN, EROEWERINDARC, EFICERES5X5L5HK
BRlHINBZENDEHL-T-TT,
EFOEZZESTVESICLTLIEE N, BYRLIMEYSICHY Z 5 BGEILH
DEREBNTLIEE W,

HKEORE EXCEDEBIIANTT, MY SICASHEWICEIIC, EFEVIHDIE—
DLULOERANETT, TORERT -V OWRETT, BUDT—<7F1E
1 DEORE—F %175 Z&a@ERTEET, 72720, BRL-BEIT6 2HEO—5
MlaERL-EAT7 Yy baNFET, 2EFBEBDOT —IEHBRIAFE 2E1ISRH TS
Lo MANFFEIREINDZODRENBRDOT, FORVWERIIRRINET, K
Az R ICHER L ECREBRZIT>T<Za L,

Task 3 : Conversation (36 marks)

Students are reliant on the questioning of the teacher-examiner to achieve their
potential in this section. Successful candidates in addition to extending their
answers had teachers who adapted their questions to the student. Less successful
candidates were asked questions with vocabulary or grammar they were unlikely
to understand, and the questions were rarely rephrased to provide the students
with options for potential answers.

Students need an adequate time to respond to questions. Allow them to extend
their answer unless they have spoken more than three sentences or are repeating



themselves. Length is not the same as variety. Remember a conversation requires
more than one interaction. The conversation is supposed to have two themes and
a one-minute speech at the start of the first theme only. The six minutes includes
the speech. You are expected to have decided the second theme before the
examination begins.

Please note that students are penalised when the guidelines are not adhered to
ensuring that all students are marked within the same criteria.
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Stronger Candidates - Higher

Answered the questions asked in the Role Play paying attention to the tense and
using the English scenario to aid their understanding. During the Picture task they
used a variety of grammar when answering, extending their answers with reasons
across all questions, paying attention to the tense in the question and attempted
to answer question 5. In question 1 they tended to interpret the picture and
describe possible emotions. For the conversation they gave extended answers
over both themes and justified their opinions including a variety of tenses and
grammar. Many students are including grammar above GCSE level, however those
students who included ~7c ) ~7c ) 92, ~Z &p ~FAH. ~EBH. ~GlFh
Em o, ~< AW, ~% 9 and combined grammar such as ~7-%* > 7= were
equally successful.
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Weaker Candidates - Higher

Did not utilise the candidate sheet to aid their responses for the first two tasks and
frequently were silent at unseen questions. In the picture task they focused on
guestion, 1 frequently repeating descriptive sentences using T form rather than



attempting to extend their responses to the other questions. During the
conversation they restricted their answers to very simple responses which meant

they did not provide justifications using 7* & - ® T relying instead on adjectives as

reasons. Often, they did not produce tenses consistently. Students generally
prepared a speech and then found it difficult to produce responses to questions.
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Stronger Candidates - Foundation

There were excellent candidates who used a variety of higher grammar
successfully although their vocabulary was constrained. They used the candidate
sheets to support their answers and extended their responses even with errors
which enabled them to communicate details more effectively. Some candidates

managed to produce A% effectively when extending their answers.
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Weaker Candidates - Foundation

Mainly used simple adjective T9 or simple £ 9 responses which meant that little
content was communicated. Occasionally they had a noun and a particle followed
by T49, They often used English in their responses, and some seemed to be
unprepared for the examination format.
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GCSE MFL Administrative Support Guide

Crib sheet for native speaker teacher examiners
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Speaking Exam Crib Sheet for Teacher Examiners
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