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Introduction

The Period Study focuses on a time span of at least 50 years and requires candidates to
understand the unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues associated with
the period.

In this examination candidates answer three questions which all target AO1 (Knowledge and
Understanding) and AO2 (Analysis of Second Order Concepts). Both AOs are assessed equally
on all questions. Progression in AO1 is shown by a candidate's increasing ability to select
information precisely and to show wide-ranging knowledge and understanding. Progression
in AO2 is shown by a candidate's response moving from simple or generalised comments to
analytical explanations which show a line of reasoning that is coherent, logical, and
sustained.

Q1 focuses on consequence, requiring candidates to explain two valid consequences.
Candidates are expected to explain ‘what happened as a result of the given event,
development etc’. (2 x 4 marks)

Q2 focuses on analytical narrative and the concepts causation, consequence, and change.
The question includes two stimulus points and focuses on a specific time period containing
events, developments or ideas that can be analysed as a sequence of events. (8 marks).

Q3 focuses on significance by asking candidates to explain the importance of an
event/person/development in relation to situations and/or unfolding developments. Here
candidates are expected to explain ‘what difference did the event/person/development make’
to the identified situation and/or unfolding development. Candidates answer two questions
from a choice of three. (2 x 8 marks).

Centres are reminded that the indicative content in the mark scheme does not imply what
must be included in a response nor does it give any expectation as to how candidates are
expected to structure their responses .

In addition, centres are reminded that where candidates use extra paper, it needs to be on a
separate sheet from any extra paper used for Paper B. Also, if candidates have special
consideration for writing examinations, the responses for Paper P and Paper B should be
separate from each other.
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Question 1

In Q1, candidates were asked to provide two valid consequences of the terrorist attack at the
Munich Olympics. There are 4 marks available for each consequence. This implies a link
between the stated event and the events or developments that are identified by the
candidate. Candidates should make sure that they explain how these events / developments
happened as a result of the attack and not merely the events of the attack. This explanation
should be supported with specific information showing good knowledge and understanding
(AO1). Most candidates understood the second-order of concept of consequence and could
distinguish between which groups were responsible for the attack and who were the victims,
although a few confused it with the Dawson’s Field hijacking and the events in Jordan in 1970.
Those that did well displayed strong knowledge about the Black September movement and
the ‘Wrath of God’ reprisals. Some candidates merely rephrased the same consequence twice
and as such were only awarded for one of them. A limited number of candidates left the
question blank.

This is a Level 1 answer for consequence 1 and Level 2 for consequence 2.
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For consequence 1, the candidate has provided a simple comment
regarding the increase in support with generalised information about
recognition of Israel, making it Level 1. For consequence 2, the
candidate has a simple statement of consequence with decrease in
support but deploys some specific knowledge about the Palestinian
homeland for support, thus making it the bottom of Level 2.

Candidates should ensure they provide specific detail to support the
consequence they have identified.
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This is a Level 2 answer.
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The candidate has provided two clear consequences, with Operation
Wrath of God and the PLO facing international condemnation. Both of
these consequences have been explained with reference to specific
information such as Golda Meir, the hunt for Palestinians involved and
Black September. Therefore, the candidate gained full marks for both
consequences.

Candidates should provide two different consequences and avoid
repeating themselves.
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Question 2

In Q2, candidates were asked to provide an analytical narrative of the developments in Israel
in the years 1949-54. There was an improvement in the approach to the narrative question,
however there needs to be more work on the connection between events that enable a
narrative to be analysed. The overall structure of a sequence including a beginning,
development and end was clearly demonstrated by candidates who attained Level 3. It was
clear that candidates had been taught to use language which indicated analysis of links, for
example ‘consequently’, ‘which resulted in’, and this was apparent even in answers which had
more limited knowledge. Successful answers were able to distinguish key events and had an
understanding of the developments following the Arab-Israeli War. Many mentioned the Law
of Return, had good knowledge of the IDF, and of the territorial gains made following the
1949 war. Some better responses also mentioned the financial aid from Western nations.
Common misunderstandings were students writing about the build-up to the war, such as
Resolution 181, or confusing the gains of the 1949 war with those of the Six Day War.
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This is a Level 2 response.
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The candidate has provided a response which has some analysis of the
links between events, but it is not consistent and does not have clear
sequencing throughout. In terms of knowledge there is some in
relation to the Law of Return. Therefore, both AOs are placed in
Level 2.

Candidates need to ensure they utilise language which helps analyse
the links between the events and not simply list the events one after
the other.
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This is a Level 3 response
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The response demonstrates a narrative which is clearly sequenced,
leading to an outcome. It analyses linkage, with Israel becoming more
powerful, and with more land meaning more people, resulting in the
AO2 being placed in level 3. The content goes beyond the stimulus
points with specifics of the IDF and the law of return, meaning AO1 is
also in level 3. Therefore overall the response is awarded a high level 3.

Candidates need to provide specific information to support their
narrative.
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Question 3

This question is comprised of two 8 mark questions based on the second order concepts of
significance and consequence. Candidates had to explain the importance of two of the
following three topics: conflicting interests of Jews and Arabs for the end of the British
Mandate; the oil crisis (1973-74) for diplomatic negotiations in the Middle East; the Israeli
invasion of Lebanon (1982) for the PLO. All three topics were equally popular as the topics
selected. Candidates who addressed the importance of the factor raised in relation to the
development produced Level 3 responses when supported by good knowledge and
understanding. This was in contrast to candidates who explained the importance of the
factor in general terms, which normally stayed in Level 2.

In terms of the question on conflicting interests, there was good knowledge shown about
events in 1946-1948 – the King David Hotel, the various competing claims on the land, the
arguments over the Partition Plan and the rival militant groups. However, Level 2 responses
often provided knowledge about the end of the British Mandate rather than linking it to the
conflicting interests leading to the end of the Mandate, or stated the differences without
linking the British Mandate at all.

The question on the oil crisis produced some very good responses. With a very few
exceptions, candidates were able to explain the importance of oil, that Arab countries used
an embargo, and that the USA and western countries were impacted, leading them to
negotiate and force Israel to negotiate. Shuttle diplomacy was frequently mentioned,
generally with an understanding of the key players and where this led to longer term impact.
Most often candidates that were able to progress to show importance included information
about how the USA changed their position with regards to Israel. Many knew about Kissinger
and there was a good understanding of the placement in time of the event, with links made
to the Yom Kippur war.

The topic of Israel’s invasion of Lebanon showed secure knowledge of the invasion and the
position of the PLO. There was some confusion with Jordan in an earlier period, but generally
their knowledge was secure. Overall, there was a focus on the specific importance, most
often with regards to the leadership of the PLO leaving for Tunisia. Better answers were able
to expand upon this and extend to changes in the PLO approach, most profitably on Arafat’s
change to a diplomatic approach, or gave more specific detail about the destruction of
Beirut, and the Phalange massacres. Others focused upon the shifts in sympathy for the
different parties involved.
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This is a Level 2 response.
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First response – conflicting interests. The response has an attempt to
analyse importance, “Britain …no point trying to fix”, but it is not secure
at level 2, meaning the AO2 is low Level 2. There is some knowledge
demonstrated of the topic with reference to British police, but it is also
insecure and just into Level 2 for AO1. Overall, it is the bottom of Level
2.

Second response – Invasion of Lebanon. The response has an attempt
to analyse importance, with some reasoning regarding talks to stop it
happening again, making AO2 level 2. There is some information with
reference to oil dependent countries but it is not secure in Level 2 for
AO1. Overall, this is the middle of Level 2.

It is important that points are explained, not simply described, to
demonstrate analysis of the topic. Two well-developed explanations
that also have good knowledge and understanding will enable
candidates to attain Level 3.
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This is a Level 3 response for both answers.
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First response – Conflicting Interests. The response provides a clear
analysis of importance with a line of reasoning, such as “created
tension”, “end of mandate”, and is logically structured, meaning the
AO2 is Level 3. The candidate has supported the argument with good
knowledge, with reference to claims of both Jews and Arabs, which
makes the AO1 level 3. Overall, the response is a high level 3.

Second response – Oil Crisis. The response provides an explanation
regarding the impact of the oil weapon on USA policy to Israel with a
line of reasoning and a logical structure, making the AO2 a secure Level
3. There is accurate and relevant information, with reference to the oil
embargo and the role of Sadat, which places the AO1 in Level 3.
Overall, the response is a high Level 3.

Candidates need to provide specific knowledge to support their
explanation.

21 GCSE History 1HI0 P5



Paper Summary

Based on the performance seen on this paper, students are offered the following advice:

Make sure that you attempt all three questions, including both parts of Q1 and Q3.
For all questions use accurate and relevant information to show your knowledge and
understanding of events.
Q1: explain a link between the event and the consequence and do not simply describe or
state something that happened. Focus on what happened as a result of the event.
Q2: focus on the date range specified in the question and ensure the events or
developments in your narrative are linked together to show a clear sequence of events.
Q3: explain the impact the development/event/person had on the second
development/event/person named in the question. Focus on what difference the
development/event/ person made.
In this examination series there was a noticeable increase in the number of responses
with illegible handwriting. Students should be aware that examiners can only credit what
they can read.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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