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Introduction

The Period Study focuses on a time span of at least 50 years and requires candidates to
understand the unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues associated with
the period.

In this examination candidates answer three questions which all target AO1 (Knowledge and
Understanding) and AO2 (Analysis of Second Order Concepts). Both AOs are assessed equally
on all questions. Progression in AO1 is shown by a candidate's increasing ability to select
information precisely and to show wide-ranging knowledge and understanding. Progression
in AO2 is shown by a candidate's response moving from simple or generalised comments to
analytical explanations which show a line of reasoning that is coherent, logical, and
sustained.

Q1 focuses on consequence, requiring candidates to explain two valid consequences.
Candidates are expected to explain ‘what happened as a result of the given event,
development etc’. (2 x 4 marks).

Q2 focuses on analytical narrative and the concepts causation, consequence, and change.
The question includes two stimulus points and focuses on a specific time period containing
events, developments or ideas that can be analysed as a sequence of events. (8 marks).

Q3 focuses on significance by asking candidates to explain the importance of an
event/person/development in relation to situations and/or unfolding developments. Here
candidates are expected to explain ‘what difference did the event/person/development make
to the identified situation and/or unfolding development. Candidates answer two questions
from a choice of three. (2 x 8 marks).

I

Centres are reminded that the indicative content in the mark scheme does not imply what
must be included in a response nor does it give any expectation as to how candidates are
expected to structure their responses .

In addition, centres are reminded that where candidates use extra paper, it needs to be on a
separate sheet from any extra paper used for Paper B. Also, if candidates have special
consideration for writing examinations, the responses for Paper P and Paper B should be
separate from each other.
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Question 1

In Q1 candidates were asked to provide two valid consequences of the Enlightenment. There
are 4 marks available for each consequence. This implies a link between the stated event and
the consequential events or developments that are identified by the candidate. Candidates
should make sure that they show how these events / developments happened as a result of
the Enlightenment and not merely subsequent to it. This explanation should be supported
with specific information showing good knowledge and understanding (AO1). Most
candidates understood the second-order of concept of consequence, although a
disappointing number confused the Enlightenment with the Great Awakening. Those that did
well displayed strong knowledge about Benjamin Franklin’s involvement towards the
Enlightenment. Education, universities and the growth of public libraries was a common
answer used by students for this answer. Some candidates merely rephrased the same
consequence twice and as such were only awarded for one of them. A limited number of
candidates left the question blank.

This is a Level 1 answer.

1 Explain two consequences of the Enlightenment for British America.

Consequence 1:
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For consequence 1, the candidate has provided a simple comment
regarding the spread of more knowledge with generalised information
about Almanacs, making it Level 1. For consequence 2, the candidate
has some analysis with a valid consequence - ‘wanted to be
independent’ - but without any rewardable knowledge demonstrated
in support, thus making it Level 1. Therefore, the response is Level 1
for both consequence 1 and consequence 2.

T4\ ResultsPlus
o\

Examiner Tip
Candidates should ensure they provide specific detail to support the
consequence they have identified.
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Question 2

In Q2 candidates were asked to provide an analytical narrative of the key events of the
American War of Independence in the years 1775-81. There was an improvement in the
approach to the narrative question, however, there needs to be more work on the
connection between events that enable a narrative to be analysed. The overall structure of a
sequence including a beginning, development and end was clearly demonstrated by
candidates who attained Level 3. It was clear that candidates had been taught to use
language which indicated analysis of links, for example ‘consequently’, ‘which resulted in’, and
this was apparent even in answers which had more limited knowledge. Successful answers
were able to distinguish key events and had an understanding that the US gained
independence. The First Continental Congress was a common event described, but then led
on to the Second Continental Congress and answers analysed the clear differences. The two
main battles that answers focused on were Saratoga and Yorktown. The role of Thomas
Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin was often used to describe the ideas of US wanting to
pursue independence. Common misunderstandings were students writing about the build-
up to the war and not the war itself. There were some very good answers where candidates
had clearly revised the unit thoroughly, but it was disappointing to see that there were a
limited number of candidates who did not attempt this question.
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This is a Level 2 response

2 Write a narrative account analysing the key events of the American War of Independence
in the years 1775-81.
(8)

P
You may use the following in your answer:

+ Second Continental Congress

+  Yorktown (1781)

You must also use information of your own,
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Examiner Comments
The candidate has provided a response which has some organisation
of the material and has some analysis of the links between events, but
it is not consistent. In terms of knowledge, there is some information
in relation to reasons for the Congress - ‘no taxation without
representation’ and there is also an underlying understanding.
Therefore, both AOs are placed in Level 2.

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates need to ensure they utilise language which helps analysis
of the links between the events and not simply list the events one after
the other.
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This is a Level 3 response

2 Write a narrative account analysing the key events of the American War of Independence

in the years 1775-81.
(8)

azmioat jea  te
o g i

il

Y
'ou may use the following in your answer; N

: Semnd&mﬂnennltong&essi“:y"a ntata French
L) m -
Yo 178D,y 4 Adtpringion, ‘g‘:"’“‘?

kYou must also use information of your own. ey,
............. 2. AAL.... DO DM NI COMGIC D YO JHGHC.
SO SO Y SOL... 5. QAU .. AML...Fe.......
W;ﬂmw ............ AL Clrtah. . LOtdTeed....

WWM@ ........ k... JM&.&

Mft NG HEP..... Miﬁy/ﬂgﬂm&@ e
MBrifaia... %/m@am&m,nm

ML 120 ..... L. Bl sy @O .. ARL.... (HOMLo......

OSEY......... el eaLn. .. Lritaia. and. Lfoe.. colonle,......
lhmaﬂmzm:ﬁam .......... (RO, O .. k...
....... COLOMELD ... ML O ML 4O L. CRRLLE. €Y ...

PG QOLRIGG..... LD L., JoliOb.... UL L ...
......... ALY b ML AR ... O..... UMM, ... Q0.

......... x;mdaela'f&am/&«wé&y
L. 800G K. ALALK . TR illory. . QAN

9 GCSE History 1HIO P2



..... mmmgammmwmﬁma;ﬁ:m.y

o l2C oo MTALICAT . ACLEAA L OB e

........ ErLOULAs........ ATOCYR)...... Gl MANCUL.... AKX
....... AUR.... L......... COLOALDE......E % ... m@@rma
..... QLY. o.... Norkdcma... /EMA% Mdan..... Malne st e .
Tdam/mama@ ........... L. PR L. AT 2Tl Cer
Lomnatnrlles..... &agam@mma .......... LD ... P

Yana.... ag;an .......... MRS MBLIC ... J ... bl b7 P00
b‘g ........... ggm@@alz—w_mﬁmrmmrﬁﬁmpﬁ ......
ok OATRY........ di AL CA... W,ﬂ'nwmmfm. ......... Rblizegety

..... lﬂ:%anﬁrfm‘nmﬂ&?fmmm

GCSE History THIO P2 10



™
\ o

" / ResultsPlus
/--.'. Examiner Comments

The response demonstrates a narrative about the War of
Independence, which is clearly sequenced, leading to an outcome. It
shows linking of events, as demonstrated with phrases such as ‘came
together’, ‘series of battles’, ‘peace negotiations’ resulting in the AO2
being placed in Level 3. The content goes beyond the stimulus points
with details regarding boycotting, Saratoga, and Cornwallis, providing
clear knowledge and understanding, meaning AO1 is also in Level 3.
Therefore, overall the response is awarded a high Level 3

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
Candidates need to provide specific information to support their
narrative.
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Question 3

Q3 is comprised of two 8 mark questions based on the second order concepts of significance
and consequence. Candidates had to explain the importance of two of the following three
topics: immigration for the development of colonial society; the ‘Atlantic Triangle' for the
colonial economy; the Sugar Act (1764) for North American colonists’ relations with the
British. The questions on the ‘Atlantic Triangle’ and immigration were the topics most often
selected, with the question on the Sugar Act responded to the least. Candidates who
addressed the importance of the factor raised in relation to the development produced Level
3 responses when supported by good knowledge and understanding. This was in contrast to
candidates who explained the importance of the factor in general terms, which normally
stayed in Level 2.

In terms of the question on immigration, Level 2 responses often provided general
knowledge about those who immigrated rather than link it to the effect on Colonial Society.
Candidates who attained Level 3 recognised multiple implications and discussed tensions
between social groups, with reference to Scots-Irish, English and German immigrants, and
some very good explanation of religious tensions in the colonies.

The question on the ‘Atlantic Triangle’ produced some very good responses at Level 3 with
many candidates addressing the economic importance of the ‘trade triangle’, while some also
discussed how it had some negative impacts, as it made the economy too reliant on slavery
and cash crops and led to a wealth gap between planters and poor whites. The responses
which remained in Level 2 often lacked specific detail about the types of cash crops or failed
to explain how this impacted on the economy.

The topic of the Sugar Act had various levels of responses. Better responses showed a good
depth of knowledge on smuggling, raising taxes on foreign sugar while cutting it on British
sugar, and some students explained really well how this led to calls for 'no taxation without
representation’. However, many students referred to it as a tax rise rather than a tax cut (with
the aim to collect more revenue). A number of students also confused it with the Stamp Act
or Tea Act, with quite a few students writing that the Sugar Act raised taxes on tea.
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This is a Level 2 response for the first answer and a Level 3 for the second answer.

B3 The importance of immigration for the development of colonial society.
X The importance of the ‘Atlantic trade triangle’ for the colonial economy.

El  The importance of the Sugar Act (1764) for North American colonists’ relations
with Britain,
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M The importance of the Sugar Act (1764) for North American colonists' relations

with Britain.
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/'-—-‘: Examiner Comments
First response - ‘Atlantic Triangle'. The response provides a basic
answer, with limited development, in the form of ‘good for the
economy’, meaning the AO2 is Level 2 but not secure. There is some
knowledge demonstrated of the topic with reference to ‘crops such as
sugar and molasses', making the AO1 Level 2. Overall, mid-Level 2.

Second response - Sugar Act. The response has an analysis of
importance with a line of reasoning regarding weakened relations and
is logically structured, making this AO2 Level 3. There is some
information with reference to Britain raising money, but some
confusing knowledge, so AO1 is Level 2. Overall, this is the bottom of
Level 3.

5\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

It is important that points are explained, not simply described to
demonstrate analysis of the topic. Two well-developed explanations
that also have good knowledge and understanding will enable
candidates to attain Level 3.
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This is a Level 3 response for both answers.

The importance of immigration for the development of colonial society.
[J  The importance of the ‘Atlantic trade triangle’ for the colonial economy.

Bl The importance of the Sugar Act (1764) for North American colonists’ relations
with Britain.
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B The importance of the ‘Atlantic trade triangle’ for the colonial economy.

1 The importance of the Sugar Act (1764) for North American colonists’ relations
with Britain.
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First response - Immigration. The response provides a clear analysis of
importance with a line of reasoning, such as ‘rapid development’,
‘spread of information’ and is logically structured. The candidate has
supported this with good knowledge, with reference to cultural
changes, which makes the AO1 Level 3, along with the AO2. Overall, the
response is a high Level 3.

Second response: ‘Atlantic Triangle'. The response provides an
explanation regarding the reliance on agriculture, with a line of
reasoning and a logical structure, making the AO2 a secure Level 3.
There is accurate and relevant information, with reference to trade and
South Carolina, which places the AO1 in Level 3. Overall, the response
is a high Level 3.

W4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates need to provide specific knowledge to support their
explanation.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance seen on this paper, students are offered the following advice:

e Make sure that you attempt all three questions, including both parts of Q1 and Q3.

e For all questions use accurate and relevant information to show your knowledge and
understanding of events.

e Q1: explain a link between the event and the consequence and do not simply describe or
state something that happened. Focus on what happened as a result of the event.

e Q2:focus on the date range specified in the question and ensure the events or
developments in your narrative are linked together to show a clear sequence of events.

e Q3: explain the impact the development/event/person had on the second
development/event/person named in the question. Focus on the difference the
development/event/ person made.

¢ In this examination series there was a noticeable increase in the number of responses
with illegible handwriting. Students should be aware that examiners can only credit what
they can read.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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