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Introduction

Section B of Paper 2 assesses the British Depth Study. Candidates are required to answer
three questions targeted at Assessment Objective 1 (Knowledge and Understanding) and
Assessment Objective 2 (Analysis of Second Order Concepts). For 2023, the B paper was sat
alongside the P paper, for a total of 64 marks.

Question 1a follows an identical format to Q1 on Paper 1. Candidates should identify two
features or characteristics of the topic named in the question and then add a further detail
which will develop each feature or provide context for it. It is important that candidates
understand that the details need to be connected to the features – four disparate facts are
limited to a maximum of two marks.

Question 1b is scored out of 12 marks and the mark scheme is an identical format to Q4 on
Paper 1 and Q2 on Paper 3. This question targets the second-order concept of causation.
Two stimulus points are provided, and these are intended as prompts to remind candidates
what they have studied. Use of the stimulus points is not compulsory, and candidates should
not use them if they do not recognise them. Candidates should aim to cover three aspects of
content in their answer.

For Question 1c, candidates have a choice between (i) and (ii). The questions may target any
second-order concept, such as consequence or similarity/difference. This question follows
the same principles as Q5/6 on Paper 1. As with Q1b, two stimulus points are provided to
prompt candidates. It should be noted that the stimulus points will usually relate to aspects
of content rather than directly indicating a factor that should be included; their use is not
compulsory. To achieve high marks, there is an expectation that there will be both depth and
breadth of knowledge.

A good proportion of candidates were able to demonstrate broad subject knowledge that
supported marks being awarded in Level 3. Those answers that moved into Level 4 showed a
good grasp on the conceptual focus of the question and provided a supported judgement,
based on criteria; this judgement was often sustained throughout the answer as well as
forming the basis of the conclusion, showing careful planning and a coherent line of
reasoning. The majority of answers at Level 4 presented a balanced argument but it should
be noted that this is not a required structure, as long as the student’s judgement is in relation
to the full conceptual focus of the question.

At Level 2, candidates would usually provide a good range of relevant content but often
struggle to apply this to the second-order concept dictated in the question, often describing
the 'how' or 'what' of the topic rather than addressing the question fully . It is important that
candidates consider the question carefully and shape their answers in relation to its focus,
whether this be causation, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference or
significance.
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Within section B, Q1a uses a points-based mark scheme, while Q1b and Q1c are marked
using ‘best fit’ against a levels of response mark scheme. Progression in AO1 is shown by the
student’s increasing ability to select information precisely and show wide-ranging knowledge
and understanding. Progression in AO2 is shown by a response moving from simple or
generalised comments to analytical explanation, showing a line of reasoning which is
coherent, logical and sustained. Schools are also reminded that the indicative content in the
mark scheme does not imply what must be included in a response, nor does it give any
expectation as to how candidates are expected to structure their responses. Any valid
analysis and detail are rewarded, and examiners noted that some candidates demonstrated
impressive knowledge and understanding.
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Question 1 (a)

This question asks candidates to identify two key features and details about something
named in the specification, in this case, the siege of Rochester Castle in 1215. Candidates
should ensure that the supporting detail links to the feature identified, and an ideal way to
do that is with two separate sentences. Hence, the supporting detail is clear to examiners.
Candidates should also use the spaces on the exam paper to guide them on how much to
write. Some candidates wrote too much for this question or overdeveloped their answers,
although most knew what was expected of them and wrote an appropriate amount.

The general overall standard of this question was satisfactory, but it was clear that there was
a divide between those who knew about the siege and those who did not. There were also a
few blank responses.

Strong answers could identify and add detail to two features of the siege, and most
commonly, candidates referred to the tactics involved, such as the use of siege engines and
pig fat to facilitate the undermining of the wall/tower of the castle. Some candidates also
recognized the strategic advantage of Rochester Castle on the road between London and
Dover and that it was a success for John, who besieged the rebel Barons inside. Some weaker
responses referenced more general content about the Baron’s rebellion and how the Barons
were angry with King John.

Some candidates who misunderstood the question mistakenly wrote about Prince Louis’
seizure of the castle in 1216 or mixed up the chronology of the tense situation between King
John and the Barons and wrote about how this led to the signing of the Magna Carta and
King John’s death from dysentery. Some common errors that were not credited were
references to Clifford’s Tower in York or Chateau Gaillard.

A common misconception was the confusion between King Richard and King John and
comments on King Richard’s attacks on Saladin during the Crusades. Some also referenced
King John’s reign in general, which was not credited.
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This response clearly identifies two valid features: The use of siege
machines and how King John wanted to take over. In each case, both
features are supported with additional explanation and detail. 4 marks.

Use your time wisely; don’t write too much and use separate sentences
to identify the feature and to provide additional detail.
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There are some inaccuracies in this response, but the candidate was
not penalised. This response correctly highlights that the barons were
rebelling and then gives valid background that is linked to the
rebellion/siege. This response scored 3 marks.

Make sure each feature and development are correct and relevant to
the specific question asked.
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This response correctly identifies and adds some detail to one feature.
The second feature is a repeat of the first so is not credited. This
scored 2 marks.

Ensure you include two different features and developments in your
answer for Q1(a).
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Question 1 (b)

This question asks candidates to explain causation and, in this case, why towns were
important for the economy in medieval England. The overall standard of responses was
strong, and it was pleasing to see candidates achieving full marks. Most candidates wrote
confidently about markets and taxation in generating income. Many also highlighted the role
of freemen in facilitating trade, and some could explain the role of Jewish people in
moneylending, towns gaining Royal Charters and foreign trade in increasing the economic
power of England abroad. Wool was a focus for those who considered the role of
international trade in coastal towns. High-scoring responses could recognise the
interdependency of different town life elements and clearly explain how they collectively
contributed to a thriving economy.

Weaker responses tended to focus solely on the stimulus points, especially markets and their
role in helping people buy and sell goods, increasing tax revenue for the King. The general
role of the town in supplying employment opportunities was also commonly commented on.
There was, however, quite a bit of confusion over town guilds, with some candidates
mistakenly commenting on guilds protecting towns. That said, those who did understand the
role and importance of town guilds did so well and could consider the ideas of
apprenticeships, facilitating trade and increasing the skill set of those involved. Fees and
taxation were also linked to town guilds.

Some responses were unable to explain why towns were important for the economy but
focused on describing medieval life in general, with comments on the role of the church and
crime within towns being common. Some also went into detail about the Feudal system and
the role of farmers/peasants in the countryside, which were difficult to credit due to their
lack of relevance to the question.
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This response goes beyond simply describing events or examples; it is
an analytical explanation which is directed consistently at the
conceptual focus of the question with a coherent, sustained and logical
structure. It shows wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the
period, scoring Level 4 – 11 marks.

Be clear on how each point relates to the question.
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The response includes relevant and accurate knowledge on markets
and trade, however the points on town guilds are confused and
inaccurate. There is an attempt to link the points to the conceptual
focus of the question. This response scored mid-Level 3.

The stimulus points are there as a guide, there is no need to use them
if you are not familiar with them.

14GCSE History 1HI0 B2



There is some limited knowledge and understanding in this response;
it does attempt to link points to the conceptual focus of the question.
This response is a Level 1 answer.

Try to bring in specific own knowledge to support your points.
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Question 1 (c)(i)

This question was the less popular of the two essay questions focusing on the second-order
concepts of similarity and difference; it was successfully answered to a high level, with very
few lower-Level answers.

High-achieving responses could confidently discuss a range of similarities/differences,
including the role of high taxation in both reigns, kingly relationships with the barons and the
church, and the amount of time spent in England. Some considered King John’s use of
arbitrary powers and the maltreatment of the barons as a clear difference from his more
successful brother King Richard. High-scoring responses included very precisely selected
knowledge to explore the reigns of both kings equally, interwoven with a strong analysis of
how this knowledge demonstrates that the respective governments were similar and/or
different.

Most responses displayed good knowledge of one or both kings, with comments at the end
of paragraphs linking back to the conceptual focus of the question. Those that made effective
comparisons tended to do so throughout their writing, dealing with the question topically
rather than monarch by monarch; this was the more successful approach. Some highlighted
the Magna Carta as a pivotal event that showcased the contrasting approaches of the two
kings, with John’s failure to keep the barons on-side portrayed as a key difference between
him and King Richard.

Many weaker responses focused on John being a ‘Bad King’ who abused his people with
excessive tax and brutal control, while Richard was a ‘Good King’ defending the realm from
Saladin in the Crusades. Many did mention the ideas of tax, sheriffs, alliances, ‘new men’, the
courts and religion. However, some struggled to fully synthesize an analytical answer, instead
relying on listing factors or dealing with each king one after the other, limiting their ability to
compare in depth.

Some common misconceptions were that John was on a crusade in the Holy Land (or in
Normandy), and others mixed up the actions of Richard and John, especially where
Normandy and alliances abroad were concerned.
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This response gives some explanation of similarity/difference with
limited analysis for AO2. There is some accurate and relevant
information provided for AO1 and there is an insecure/asserted
judgement. The response meets the requirement of a Level 2
response, although it is limited in breadth: scoring Level 2 – 7 marks.

Plan your answer before you start writing; this will help you to develop
a consistent line of argument.
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This candidate has written an analytical explanation which focuses on
the conceptual focus of the question throughout the response. It uses
wide-ranging, specific knowledge to support its points and it reaches a
well-reasoned and supported judgement. This response scored Level 4
in all aspects, full marks.

Ensure the supporting detail used is relevant and specific to the
question asked. Planning your essay before writing it can help you
choose what evidence to use in your answer.
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Question  1  (c)(ii)

This was a popular question, and although there was a variety  in the quality  of responses, the
general response level was high. Most candidates found the question accessible and could 
approach it confidently, and most enjoyed the second-order concept of causation.

Many high-achieving responses could provide in-depth knowledge and details in a coherent 
and logical structure with sustained arguments. Many referenced not only the initial religious
reasons for going on the crusade, such as regaining the Holy Land and fulfilling their devout 
Christian duty of defending the birthplace of Jesus Christ, but they could also discuss the 
positive personal implications of receiving a full indulgence allowing their soul’s direct access 
to heaven. There was an understanding of the great significance of this for the medieval 
population of England with consideration of life expectancy and the deeply pious nature of 
society at this time. There was a good understanding of the papal bull's issuing and the 
papacy's role in encouraging the Crusades.

Many candidates could go into depth on the  financial positives of going on crusades, such as 
avoiding the Saladin Tithe and liquidating personal debt. There was also discussion of the 
issues of primogeniture for second sons and the want of possible riches from the East. There
was also some discussion of the propagandistic elements of conscripting forces to  fight,
highlighting the issues of revenge on Saladin for the Battle of Hattin and the desecration of 
the True Cross.

Some less effective responses focused on the idea of looting to gain personal wealth and 
reputation. And some candidates found the idea of Knight Service problematic. Many vaguely
understood what it meant, and others began to write about the feudal system. Many of these
issues, although vaguely relevant, were not sufficiently developed or directly linked to the 
question. Some common misconceptions were that peasants were forced to  fight or could 
use the crusade to move up the social hierarchy of the time. There was also some confusion 
over which Pope offered the full indulgence.
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This response shows some analysis which is mainly directed at the
conceptual focus of the question. It shows a generally sustained line of
reasoning for AO2. Accurate and relevant information is included for
AO1, and an overall judgement is made with some justification. This
response meets the requirement for Level 3, scoring Level 3 – 11
marks.

Be sure to weigh up factors and consider their significance in a 'how
far' question.
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This response is very brief, but it does mention relevant aspects of
content and attempts to show links to the conceptual focus of the
question. The analysis and amount of evidence used is limited. This is a
level 2 response.

Ensure you leave yourself enough time to write a full answer to the
essay question; it is worth half the marks on the depth study paper.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance seen on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure that you revise content from all the sections on the specification.
Take care to learn the topic-specific vocabulary and practise using it.
A secure understanding of chronology is fundamentally important: carefully check the
date ranges used in questions.
Use your time wisely – don ’t write too much for Q1a.
Aim to write something for every question, even if it is just general knowledge about the
topic: every mark counts.
Demonstrate depth of knowledge by including specific evidence where possible; this could
include names, dates, statistics or events.
Remember that the 16-mark question asks you to evaluate the statement in the question.
Plan your answer so that you develop a consistent line of argument.
Structuring your answer into paragraphs will make your line of reasoning clearer.
If you run out of space, continue your answer on an additional sheet of paper and indicate
this clearly in your booklet.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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