
GCSE
History

Student walkthroughs to 
help prepare students for the 
summer exam series

Created in collaboration with 
Harris Federation

Updated for summer 2025 
and beyond



Student walkthroughs (2025 onwards)
A series of pre-recorded student walkthroughs, created in collaboration with 
Harris Federation.

These recordings are designed to help your students prepare for the summer 
2025 exam series. For each paper, you will find the following: 

• a playlist

• an overview recording, recapping on the structure and focus of each 
paper, along with some revision tips 

• separate recordings for each question on the paper, looking at what the 
question is assessing and features of strong answers.

On the following slides are links to the playlists and to 
each individual recording.



Student walkthroughs – Paper 1
Below are links to the playlist, overview and each individual question on 
Paper 1 Thematic study and Historic environment (2025 onwards).

Paper 1: Playlist

Paper 1: Overview

Paper 1 Q1: Describe one feature

Paper 1 Q2a: Source utility

Paper 1 Q2b: Follow up an enquiry

Paper 1 Q3: Explain similarity or difference

Paper 1 Q4: Explain why

Paper 1 Q5/6: Judgement essay

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefDEly6U2WIJh8VTfTO037G2
https://youtu.be/8fmPkEPhNYA?si=IWMuY0ZorfX58Bpt
https://youtu.be/ovI9ss3bjhs?si=5iuGQf3PRuXs6F8_
https://youtu.be/tf78GZ5pD6I?si=SVaY0zzq3RvTL4S7
https://youtu.be/_pC-N5l4B0E?si=z37gkKl4NW-V0L_n
https://youtu.be/WIayclW74xQ?si=A17ueTREy4z_cRf1
https://youtu.be/hu--QlGfHf8?si=7d2KSZ7LncYDKeFr
https://youtu.be/JBMvjpLnErM?si=KEqPgV8aVK-zbpx4


Student walkthroughs – Paper 2B
Below are links to the playlist, overview and each individual question on 
Paper 2 British depth study (2025 onwards).

Paper 2B: Playlist

Paper 2B: Overview

Paper 2B Q1: Describe one feature

Paper 2B Q2: Explain why

Paper 2B Q3/4: Judgement essay

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefCW6wmEru29y8cdq23oG3pb
https://youtu.be/aKkwBThkiqo?si=ef74rBPtZlTRn0gD
https://youtu.be/aGg-ipRK-WU?si=P6-lG6Mv16687zK0
https://youtu.be/twUjsMZgRw4?si=93soa0jVb2NoV01U
https://youtu.be/pteNS99vLXU?si=iFSjcUj5rvMln7-r


Student walkthroughs – Paper 2P
Below are links to the playlist, overview and each individual question on 
Paper 2 Period study (2025 onwards).

Paper 2P: Playlist

Paper 2P: Overview

Paper 2P Q1: Explain consequence

Paper 2P Q2: Narrative account

Paper 2P Q3: Explain importance

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefDG3dxjWPPyktz85PraNbSu
https://youtu.be/JUv3MIY2nlE?si=ktdzqKKn4xGBD9sE
https://youtu.be/lsWMjCewiLU?si=NMolPd0fnHOF1k8b
https://youtu.be/EcI1H9E4Eww?si=WZdR5yE4KIBRiTDS
https://youtu.be/V9exNLJLk0I?si=CJqntfjlNXccp_YP


Student walkthroughs – Paper 3
Below are links to the playlist, overview and each individual question on 
Paper 3 Modern depth study (2025 onwards).

Paper 3: Playlist

Paper 3: Overview

Paper 3 Q1: Source inference

Paper 3 Q2: Explain why

Paper 3 Q3a: Source utility

Paper 3 Q3b: How interpretations differ

Paper 3 Q3c: Why interpretations differ

Paper 3 Q3d: Interpretations essay

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefDYgfKEk4Vi2KPyr2cEfMV5&si=ygchYDdOyXgboZFs
https://youtu.be/Xkfk3bUlz-4?si=Uw4D5DdPN2mLFR1f
https://youtu.be/-s1di8KnSl4?si=wuOV59cD1VBXZtHy
https://youtu.be/rnubaK3rRX4?si=cFgLIeV3lzrKtMHn
https://youtu.be/PAAKoZXAKN4?si=zpUjvCWRCLasAFLI
https://youtu.be/86h5mhfx0Hk?si=kGscCzI_Ozyq0dWK
https://youtu.be/ATGHV0ipnvk?si=FZbbW7FFOs3ppVnA
https://youtu.be/UFJO4or-LoU?si=Q-ekpM-xsRzbDIzu


Command words and revision tips
To support this updated series of student walkthroughs, the additional 
guidance documents now include the 2025 changes: 

• PDF versions of the slides used in the recordings

• a set of documents looking at each command word in turn, explaining 
what each command word is prompting students to do when answering 
the question

• revision tips covering aspects of the assessment that students can 
sometimes struggle to get to grips with.

PDFs of presentations (zipped file)

Command words (zipped file)

Revision tips

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/edexcel-gcse-history-student-walkthroughs-pdfs.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/pearson-edexcel-gcse-history-command-words.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/pearson-edexcel-gcse-history-revision-tips.pdf


Student walkthroughs (2024 versions)
The summer 2024 versions remain available via the links below. These 
comprise six longer videos (most are 40+ mins long).

NB These videos don’t include the 2025 changes to the assessment model.

Paper 1 Section A Historic environment

Paper 1 Section B Thematic study

Paper 2 British depth study

Paper 2 Period study

Paper 3 Modern depth study Section A

Paper 3 Modern depth study Section B

https://youtu.be/qG7ghDbi5D4
https://youtu.be/XJ5si3fTdTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgBB4fZczOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjM1ScFzXLU&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YuN2irUkFSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ndhbSA7bjk
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