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Introduction
This exemplar booklet has been created using student responses from the summer 2022
examination in GCSE History Paper 2. This booklet is designed to supplement the
Examiner Reports published in August 2022, which can be found here.

This booklet covers:

Option P1: Spain and the ‘New World’, c1490-c1555

Option P2: British America, 1713-83: empire and revolution
Option P3: The American West, c1835-c1895

Option P4: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91
Option P5: Conflict in the Middle East, 1945-95.

It is recommended that teachers look also at examples from options that they do not
teach, as sometimes they illustrate different points that are relevant across all options.

There are answers from two questions for each option, which have been chosen as they
are often questions that students find challenging:

Q2 narrative analysis

Q3 explain the importance

The indicative content for the levels-based questions are not included in this document,
so please refer to the relevant question papers and mark schemes, which can be found
here.
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Access to Scripts

Use our free Access to Scripts service to view your students’ marked exam scripts. The
service is available from results day until mid-December each year, but remember to get
your students’ permission to use their scripts in advance.

This case study with a GCSE History centre suggests how you can use Access to Scripts to
understand student performance, gain professional development in your department,
give you model answers for use in the classroom, and motivate and encourage students.

ResultsPlus data

ResultsPlus and Access to Scripts complement each other. ResultsPlus is a useful tool for
analysing your students’ performance. More information on its range of features,
including a step-by-step guide, is available here.

After each full exam series, we provide the global data for every question on every option:
average marks overall and also by each grade. The global data is downloaded from
ResultsPlus and tidied up.

a E C D E F G H J K

1 |GCSE History June 2022 Results Plus data for each paper
2 |1HIA Edexcel averages by grade:

. ; Average Max
_ |Question Question type AD Percent 9 % 2 %
3 score score
37 |Period studies P1-P5
38 P1SPAIN AND NEW WORLD
39 Q01 Explain two conseguences of.. AOL/AOQ2 4.21 3 52.6% 7.22 90.3% 6.84 85.5%
40 Qo2 \Write a narrative account analysing... AOQ1/A0O2 3.98 8 49.8% 7.12 89.0% 6.00 75.0%
41 |Q03Ansl Explain the impaortance of x fory AOQ1/A02 5.44 3 68.0% 7.63 95.4% 7.28 91.0%
42 |Q03Ans2 Explain the importance of x fory AO01/A02 4.88 8 61.0% 7.59 94.9% 7.28 91.0%
43 [Total 18.51 32 57.8% 2056 02.4%  27.40  85.6%

The spreadsheets can be downloaded from the Edexcel website here: look under the
‘Guide’ dropdown. You'll need your Edexcel Online login to access the files - please ask
your Exams Officer if you don't have an Edexcel Online account.

Below are extracts from this data, showing how students performed on questions 2 and 3
on Route THIA in the summer 2022 exam series. The extracts give the average marks for
all students on each question, plus the average marks for students attaining grades 9. 7
and 4 in the overall qualification.

Please note that, because of optionality, two routes were available, THIA and 1HIB, and
the data for these is provided separately in 2022. Approximately 80% of students were on
the THIA route, and 20% on 1HIB; the average marks on the 1HIB route are similar. Also,
note that ResultsPlus is unable to differentiate between the three options on question 3,
and the data is presented as Answer 1 and Answer 2 in students’ scripts.

On question 2, the overall average was mid Level 2; students attaining grades 9, 7 and 4
were on average being awarded high Level 3, borderline Level 2/3, and borderline Level
1/2 respectively.

Avge 0 Grade o Grade 0 Grade 0
Qu.2 UL (all) % 9 avge % 7 avge % 4 avge %
SR 8 40 | 498% | 71 | 89.0% | 58 | 724% | 28 | 34.6%
(1HIA)
Brit Am 8 30 | 374% | 75 | 938% | 53 | 664% | 17 | 21.6%
(1HIA)
gﬁ\gw 8 37 | 460% | 69 | 868% | 53 | 656% | 32 | 39.4%
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Avge 0 Grade o Grade 0 Grade 0
Qu.2 Lz (all) ] 9 avge o] 7 avge W 4 avge o
(C1°|_||?A\)Nar 8 39 | 49.0% | 74 | 926% | 56 | 69.9% | 28 | 34.4%
e (2 8 35 | 435% | 74 | 926% | 58 | 729% | 21 | 26.0%
(1HIA)
A”f.I ve 8 3.8 47.9% n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
options

On question 3 (Answer 1), the overall average was mid Level 2; students attaining grades
9, 7 and 4 overall were on average being awarded high Level 3, low Level 3, and low Level
2 respectively.

Qu.3 Avge Grade Grade Grade
Total % % % %

(Ans1) (all) ? 9 avge ° 7 avge 0 4 avge °
SR 8 54 | 680% | 76 | 954% | 71 |881% | 50 | 62.5%
(THIA)
Brit Am 8 40 | 498% | 77 | 959% | 61 | 75.8% | 23 | 29.1%
(1HIA)
Am W
: ml A)ESt 8 43 | s540% | 73 | 918% | 60 | 744% | 39 | 48.9%
Coli HHET | - 40 | 504% | 75 | 931% | 60 | 751% | 2.8 | 34.9%
(1HIA)
x':l/f)‘”t 8 55 | 689% | 76 | 949% | 72 | 905% | 44 | 54.8%
All fi

JIE 8 42 | 51.9% | n/ n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
options

On question 3 (Answer 2), the overall average was low-mid Level 2; students attaining
grades 9, 7 and 4 overall were on average being awarded high Level 3, borderline Level
2/3, and borderline Level 1/2 respectively.

Qu.3 Avge 0 Grade o Grade 0 Grade 0
(Ans2) HEE] (all) % 9 avge % 7 avge % 4 avge %
SR 8 49 | 61.0% | 76 | 94a9% | 67 | 843% | 41 | 51.5%
(1HIA)

Sl 8 32 | 403% | 75 | 938% | 57 | 711% | 09 | 11.6%
(1HIA)

A EETE | 36 | 453% | 73 | 915% | 55 | 688% | 28 | 353%
(1HIA)

ol ET | . 34 | 423% | 72 | 903% | 54 |671% | 19 | 23.8%
(1HIA)

?f'ﬁif“ 8 50 | 623% | 75 | 934% | 69 | 858% | 40 | 50.0%
A”f.l ve 8 3.5 43.6% n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
options

Number of students sitting each option on Route 1HIA: Spain and ‘New World’ 307; British America 109;
American West 8,678; Cold War 17,336, Middle East 229.
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Question 2

Analytical narrative questions will always focus on a period containing events or ideas
that can be perceived as a sequence; this could cover a number of years or a shorter
period. Students should be clear about the time span of the question to ensure they
cover an acceptable range and what it is the narrative is designed to analyse.

The stimulus points are chosen to prompt coverage of the chronology or key features of
the narrative, acting as useful reminders to students of signposts along the narrative. In
their answer, students should show that they have considered three aspects of content.

Levels are awarded for both AO2 (analysis of second-order concepts) and AO1
(knowledge and understanding). A best fit mark is awarded for the answer as a whole.

It is vital that students understand the concept of narrative, with the sense of a beginning,
development and end, rather than producing three paragraphs which are not directly
linked. Students should not only describe what happened, but also find connections and
make sense of events so that there is analysis of why events unfolded in the way that they
did (causation, consequence and change).

Generic mark scheme

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
1 1-2 * Asimple or generalised narrative is provided; the account shows limited analysis and

organisation of the events included. [AO2]

* Limited knowledge and understanding of the events is shown. [AO1]

2 3-5 * A narrative is given, showing some organisation of material into a sequence of events
leading to an outcome. The account of events shows some analysis of the linkage between
them, but some passages of the narrative may lack coherence and organisation. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and understanding
of the events. [AO1]

Maximum 4 marks for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus points.

3 6-8 ® A narrative is given which organises material into a clear sequence of events leading to an
outcome. The account of events analyses the linkage between them and is coherent and
logically structured. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the key features or characteristics of the events. [AO1]

No access to Level 3 for answers which do not go beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus points.




Question (Spain)

2 Write a narrative account analysing Montezuma's actions during the conquest of
Mexico by Cortes (1519-20).

You may use the following in your answer:

Tenochtitlan
Catholic symbols

You must also use information of your own.

Student A (Spain)

Fiotly , Upon axlal o Zie spanisl, Gherf R fern's
leade( Montezurt’ grecked and. Lrelconed  He Spanit
o) GiFeaty G Wl Libutes. Ww The _spani
hoWeler i Lop Ul a8 40 adication Lhat  He e
Wil se. exi €aly & cilyate Ad _enclaye die £ Lere

st

nospikal 9 |

Fierrore, bhis Lead o He Spanich &rco/mj' Nottde
and Jdl'%aﬂ; ﬂj U-& fakife's & }‘:Jz'z‘uavv' Labhalim anf
C-.’L.f.f.é'v-‘?'/?'c‘w M‘]’7’~'¢32¢’! on. hJKS 4QaiINiE the AR e L)

7 5 AN 'z ) ,
dertupd ~oF . Conviedion. This 45 4 fesyle lead to the
Killingof Monkezura and the Spanish . puctuy tp
Cathotic. Symbols in. Mexico. ¥ They did 41 % they
Cnld_Finglty have_Lheir btbmd Vi Manopaly of
Serdity. chrikignity to Ge fdbies.

Examiner commentary
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Level 2 - 4 marks

The response shows a sequence of events leading to an outcome with Montezuma's initial
welcoming of the Spanish followed by hostilities arising over demands for conversion to
Catholicism and the eventual killing of Montezuma. The response meets the criteria for
AO?2 at Level 2. For AO1 the response shows some knowledge and understanding of
events for Level 2. There is some limited material beyond the stimulus points on
Montezuma's greeting of Cortes, but the overall amount of accurate and relevant
information added is weak. The response overall was placed in mid Level 2 as it only
fulfils part of the AO1 strand of the mark scheme for Level 2. More analysis of the linkage
between events and more accurate and relevant information would be needed for

Level 3.




Student B (Spain)
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Examiner commentary




Question (British America)

2 Write a narrative account analysing British and American relations in the years 1774-75.

You may use the following in your answer:

First Continental Congress
Olive Branch Petition

You must also use information of your own.

Student A (British America)

JTne  FIvSE  Candivenin)  Congress 0 17749
L0EANE  tnAat  Amenaant | weve  wWANh g
LIndependence | gvovn e Brdich. | By (reahng
e gy Conhnentml  Congress  F o fhaw<d Mew

_And  dnerepire  INCILASng  presae KNS 0N beineen
nis . The  ftamyg A Aliowed  the  Bridigy M
_fuviner  smwing  AMevicar  (nk of el
_ndependence . Bith  tventi - sniw ew betwedn

M (17S e yelAning peiweer

dne b0 e KNSV (LAd .  The Oive

the —Britih .

Examiner commentary

Ahe Brinih and | Bwevican  veldnns vk peerianng
e qwo. The  framip At 04 177y AISe Thiwed

_have kg BWencar Sthmps  whicn
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Brantn  Pehhon 1n 117 paeant—das  Smiwed

v America  wete  wanrag independenr+  (rom
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Level 2 - 4 marks

The student has provided a narrative of some key points of the period. However, it is not
in full chronological order, with only some organisation and some analysis of the linkage
between events, for example ‘British and American relations were deteriorating’, making the
AO2 low Level 2. The AO1 is also Level 2 with some knowledge, such as reference to the
Stamp Act, which does take the answer beyond the stimulus points. However parts lack
understanding, such as what the Stamp Act meant. Overall the answer is mid Level 2.
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Student B (British America)

2 Write a narrative account analysing British and American relations in the years 1774-75.
(8)

You may use the following in your answer:

+  First Continental Congress lo,m..
+  Olive Branch Petition

You must also use information of your own.

Q,7/ ﬂ. - (774 0.1/775, ;«w,/#./

| M%G Wa,x.e;'

DR rwey se Py ey

Examiner commentary
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Level 3 - 7 marks

A narrative is given with sequence, leading to an outcome, although the sequencing is not
always clearly linked, which slightly weakens the quality of the answer. Statements such
as ‘slightly before this’, mean that the narrative is not completely clear, making the AO2 low
Level 3. There is accurate and relevant knowledge, such as the names of those at the
meetings, which takes the answer beyond the two stimulus points, making the AO1 Level
3. Overall, it is low Level 3 for AO2 and secure Level 3 for AO1, making the best fit mark

mid Level 3.

11



Question (American West)
2 Write a narrative account analysing the ways in which the cattle industry changed in
the years ¢1876-¢1890.
(8)

You may use the following in your answer:

overstocking
winter of 1886-87

You must also use information of your own.

Student A (American West)

Gueisﬁocw’g m adhere ri«ﬂ.r‘twﬁr%

m—:ﬁmmﬂ ﬂenme brEEM oo
ma{Lg LOULS, Eherefore @ (UL &
% Uty cheap a3 there urere sa
w ead 0 cow gauing _
ﬂbewm WEre cous wene Kﬁp&
W and olsa used Por meat.

Examiner commentary

12



Student B (American West)
2 Write a narrative account analysing the ways in which the cattle industry changed in
the years c1876-c1890.

(8)

~N

You.m.y use the following in your answer:

beat bonoma) —
- overstocking —> ‘oo on CAVre, e — T aw :;vn cavre upvm«:a>
hexd vo qe — %w
«  winter of 1886-87 Yhe ‘nﬂ" Me-wpt el O M T

ead v and ed Z
You m%fs'o"u'g information of your own. ) Sy
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‘..,ln.&bg.‘.\.\em.m.\.h':\h..:...\8.9&0.v.....m;..l.mx-.\e...m.,\a\sqm.bc.%n.. Yo decwne. ..

..... Yook, sdnere. cavtle nad. been etk umaarreaded in. Texas s .
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» 23 o e Scak
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..... meﬂnu\%“:\eqa\soﬂa.um:dwoﬂvonmmm&Lem
~Haey..coud Sen. This. wasn k. oa Assue. for winete xS .
aeep. Ynem. A utu\%\rhzspcm\cbmd ..... Juvamer. OonYn S AR

. Pney. swere able. . mtnam‘opet\fa\%e'ﬂntct\&‘ﬂnb
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...%e\—wn‘\\.,,.\-be ...... CLomoS . RoMmne winere. . S o&emem‘n%&\na\f

whea Yae. cold. . . came., carie died

SThs \ead Yo e wsorer. .. X%Bb‘...—....,.$T-.l.<....bzm..3....\Qb.e.\\ed

&y,

NNl cav\e.. ... and Secoady;. Moe T o e
.......... Aie- ap.-l. Aead ro coafhick Oewmoeso foncders

e COA NOMmeIxe A S Luho\ou .0 eSS . Carl\e ..
_________ Vnak. sk ec. Foen. Mae. conchners) . VYeis  eonflick.

Lo e A\RA).
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14



Question (Superpower Relations)

2 Write a narrative account analysing the key developments of the Cold War crisis over

Berlin in the years 1958-63.

You may use the following in your answer:

«  Khrushchev's Berlin ultimatum (1958)
- construction of the Berlin Wall (1961)

You must also use information of your own.

Student A (Superpower Relations)

Ml allied roldiews
You may use the following in your answer: tertee Jaa Bl

. Khrushchev's Berlin ultimatum (1958 Seped  Bud eg bt
« construction of the Berlin Wall (1961

DM!’l\l' ’ L.tL‘A l.n-\k
You must also use information of your own.
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ar My A ke W I;cl-. e
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e sitabe.

bt dedyrad e Mab et o M
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Examiner commentary

Level 2 - 5 marks

A narrative is given showing a sequence of events leading to an outcome with some
analysis of the linkage between them with ‘this caused pressure’, ‘that would persuade’ and
‘then create a wall’, but overall the response reads as a sense of separate events and
developments without explicit linkage between them. Knowledge and understanding is
shown which goes beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus points such as freedoms
and standard of living. The response therefore fulfils all the criteria for both AO2 and AO1
at Level 2 and is awarded high Level 2. To reach Level 3 for AO2 the response would need
more analysis of the linkage between events rather than stating ‘another development’ and
‘the USSR would then’ and to show good knowledge for AO1, for example, including the
meetings held between the superpower leaders and/or Kennedy's visit to West Berlin.

16



Student B (Superpower Relations)

P

Berlin in the yea 1958—63

e

2 Writeanarrativea count analysing the key developments of the CoIdWE crisis over
/
T

(8)

u'yv{"" “r yl-u-ﬁ..:'w 2

You may use the following in your answer:

« Khrushchev’'s Berlin ultimat umHQSBI

- construction of the Berlin Wall (1961) P lt

You must also use information of your own. : o ’

r‘réo
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Examiner commentary
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Question (Middle East)

2 Write a narrative account analysing the key developments in the negotiations
between Israel and the Palestinians in the years 1993-95.

You may use the following in your answer:

Arafat
Oslo 11 (1995)

You must also use information of your own.

Student A (Middle East)

L3 1Y Haser Ayl uade

03/ O&(r I 1995,

Examiner commentary

Level 2 - 5 marks

The student has provided a narrative which shows some organising of material into a
sequence, with some analysis of linkage in phrases such as ‘this led to attitudes changing’.
However, some sections are merely a series of statements about events, rather than
providing links, making the AO2 Level 2. Accurate and relevant information is added,
going beyond the stimulus points, showing some knowledge and understanding of the
events, such as reference to Oslo |. However, it lacks development as it merely states the
Accords took place, without providing specific details, and therefore AO1 is Level 2.

Overall, the response is secure in Level 2 for both AOs, and therefore is placed at the top
of the level.

19



Student B (Middle East)

2 Write a narrative account analysing the key developments in the negotiations
between Israel and the Palestinians in the years 1993-95.

(8)

You may use the following in your answer:

+  Arafat
+  Oslo1(1995)

You must also use information of your own.
....... ARk s ssSn. as.a. rcpeseeeh® of  cdlesint _and
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"I, S
...... Aae e geae oc Jefence - This. swed Aol
s FRX. 0. Oepy.. s _awd A Soden b

......... N

Foudieone, oekx peor sypedtn fom both sdes

ﬁg@.&hfn&g,@cﬂvahaﬂwm
o dueen  fyas and  pllesve hn fed b

........ &k@)&dﬁa%ﬂ‘\nfk&}_pﬂg,m,

LAee considecalon ofaZ e Sdowbin . ard. Vaguf
kedesid  bodee e Ais woed . Yeace beheey

MMW ......... wid. Oeac ond  BSo .
........ 1 }mwmmmék_

20



I odo 1 ,..Cleagsc poinh. e code  oith

il C8E...... sandex M‘\\\‘hc:j. coNd\ ,  and  awy
e aexk A& g . Ml conke\._ wordd
poleshinian . cono) . Deggite _one agposiien @
LA 20d. sk, fu"Q*W.b, b wrey . Oces
thet Yot sides € on gesal Tens

Agudy fuce, ond o e b€ of a
2. Stake COp.... s Nk conpessilde .

Examiner commentary
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Level 3 - 8 marks

The student has given a narrative with a clear sequence of events, leading to an outcome.
The account of events analyses the linkage between the events, such as ‘seen as a lesser
threat’ and the account throughout the second paragraph of the development of the
Accords. The answer is coherent and logically structured, making the AO2 Level 3. There is
accurate and relevant knowledge, going beyond the stimulus points, with reference to
both Oslo Accords, and it also shows good understanding of the changing context and the

role of Arafat, making the AO1 Level 3.

Overall, both AOs are secure in Level 3, making the answer the top of Level 3.
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Question 3
Question 3 requires students to analyse the importance of an event/person/
development, targeting the second-order concepts of consequence and significance.

The question focuses on what difference the event/person/development made in relation
to situations and unfolding developments: the importance of x for y. This difference to 'y’
that has been made by X’ may be seen as positive, negative or both.

This question tests AO1 and AO2. Levels are awarded for both AO2 (analysis of second-
order concepts; consequence/significance) and AO1 (knowledge and understanding). A
best fit mark is awarded for the answer as a whole.

Students have to answer two out of the three parts; with each being marked out of 8. The
exemplars provided focus on only one part per option.

Generic mark scheme

Level Mark | Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
1 1-2 e Asimple or generalised answer is given, showing limited development and organisation of

material. [AO2]
* Limited knowledge and understanding of the topicis shown. [AO1]

2 3-5 * An explanation is given, showing an attempt to analyse importance. It shows some
reasoning, but some passages may lack coherence and organisation. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and understanding
of the period. [AO1]

3 6-8 * An explanation is given, showing analysis of importance. It shows a line of reasoning that is
coherent and logically structured. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied. [AO1]
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Question (Spain)
3 Explain two of the following:

The importance of Columbus'’s expeditions to the Caribbean for Spain’s
foreign ambitions.

Student A (Spain)
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Examiner commentary

Level 2 - 5 marks

The response includes attempts to analyse importance of Columbus'’s expedition for
Spain’s foreign ambitions and some reasoning with comments such as ‘to build an empire’,
‘the wealth that could be given to Spain’ and ‘be above all foreign powers’. This is supported
with accurate and relevant information about Caribbean islands, Spain and France as
rivals and Columbus being unable to find gold. The response therefore fulfils all the
requirements for both AOs at Level 2 and is awarded high Level 2. To enter Level 3 the
response would need to give more analysis of importance for AO2 and/or include more
accurate and relevant information for AO1.
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Student B (Spain)
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Examiner commentary

Level 3 - 7 marks

The first part of the response sets the context for Spain’s support for Columbus’s voyage,
but this is not directly focused on the importance of Columbus'’s expeditions for Spain’s
foreign ambitions. The second page, however, gives a more focused analysis of the
consequences of Columbus's voyage, covering importance in terms of settling the rivalry
with Portugal, allowing Spain to invest in its military and boosting Spain’s wealth. Accurate
and relevant information is included with references to the Cape of Good Hope, the
Azores and the Treaty of Tordesillas. The response reaches Level 3 for AO2. For AO1 the
response meets part of the requirements for Level 3 with good knowledge and
understanding, but not all the information is relevant. The overall award was therefore
placed in mid Level 3.

25




Question (British America)
3 Explain two of the following:

«  The importance of piracy for British trade in North America.
(8)
Student A (British America)
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Examiner commentary
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Student B (British Amerlca)
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Examiner commentary

Level 3 - 8 marks

An explanation is given, with analysis of importance of the impact of piracy specifically on
trade, such as ‘trade suffered’ due to the fact items never arrived in America because of
the piracy and the reference that piracy ‘created fear’, linked to an unwillingness of
merchants to sail into American water; this makes the AO2 Level 3. The AO1 is Level 3,
with good knowledge of the period demonstrated, such as the reference to Blackbeard
and blockading Charlestown, which is used to support the explanations. Overall both AOs
are clear Level 3, hence the answer is awarded a mark at the top of Level 3.
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Question (American West)
3 Explain two of the following:

» The importance of the Gold Rush (1849) for migration to the West.

Student A (American West)
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Examiner commentary
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Student B (American West)
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Level 3 - 8 marks

The student has given several points of explanation, with an analysis of the importance
for migration, rather than simply the importance of the Gold Rush overall. For example,
the reference to ‘mass migration’ as a consequence of the Gold Rush, and the emphasis
on the speed of the increased settlement of the West, makes the AO2 Level 3. The AO1 is
Level 3, with good knowledge and understanding of the period being demonstrated to
support the explanations, such as the references to California, trails and Chinese
migration. Overall, the answer is secure in both AOs at Level 3, and therefore the best fit
is at the top of Level 3.
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Question (Superpower Relations)
3 Explain two of the following:

The importance of the arms race in the years 1949-58 for the development of the

Cold War.

Student A (Superpower Relations)
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Student B (Superpower Relations) ‘
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Question (Middle East)
3 Explain two of the following:

» The importance of the PFLP airplane hijacks (1970) for international attitudes
towards the Palestine issue.

Student A (Middle East)
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Student B (Middle East)
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