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Introduction 
This exemplar booklet has been created using student responses from the summer 2022 

examination in GCSE History Paper 2. This booklet is designed to supplement the 

Examiner Reports published in August 2022, which can be found here.  

This booklet covers: 

• Option P1: Spain and the ‘New World’, c1490–c1555 

• Option P2: British America, 1713–83: empire and revolution 

• Option P3: The American West, c1835–c1895 

• Option P4: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 

• Option P5: Conflict in the Middle East, 1945–95. 

It is recommended that teachers look also at examples from options that they do not 

teach, as sometimes they illustrate different points that are relevant across all options. 

There are answers from two questions for each option, which have been chosen as they 

are often questions that students find challenging:  

• Q2 narrative analysis 

• Q3 explain the importance 

The indicative content for the levels-based questions are not included in this document, 

so please refer to the relevant question papers and mark schemes, which can be found 

here. 

 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


 

4 

Access to Scripts 
Use our free Access to Scripts service to view your students’ marked exam scripts. The 

service is available from results day until mid-December each year, but remember to get 

your students’ permission to use their scripts in advance. 

This case study with a GCSE History centre suggests how you can use Access to Scripts to 

understand student performance, gain professional development in your department, 

give you model answers for use in the classroom, and motivate and encourage students. 

ResultsPlus data 
ResultsPlus and Access to Scripts complement each other. ResultsPlus is a useful tool for 

analysing your students’ performance. More information on its range of features, 

including a step-by-step guide, is available here. 

After each full exam series, we provide the global data for every question on every option: 

average marks overall and also by each grade. The global data is downloaded from 

ResultsPlus and tidied up. 

 

The spreadsheets can be downloaded from the Edexcel website here: look under the 

‘Guide’ dropdown. You’ll need your Edexcel Online login to access the files – please ask 

your Exams Officer if you don’t have an Edexcel Online account. 

Below are extracts from this data, showing how students performed on questions 2 and 3 

on Route 1HIA in the summer 2022 exam series. The extracts give the average marks for 

all students on each question, plus the average marks for students attaining grades 9. 7 

and 4 in the overall qualification. 

Please note that, because of optionality, two routes were available, 1HIA and 1HIB, and 

the data for these is provided separately in 2022. Approximately 80% of students were on 

the 1HIA route, and 20% on 1HIB; the average marks on the 1HIB route are similar. Also, 

note that ResultsPlus is unable to differentiate between the three options on question 3, 

and the data is presented as Answer 1 and Answer 2 in students’ scripts. 

On question 2, the overall average was mid Level 2; students attaining grades 9, 7 and 4 

were on average being awarded high Level 3, borderline Level 2/3, and borderline Level 

1/2 respectively. 

Qu.2 Total 
Avge 

(all) 
% 

Grade 

9 avge 
% 

Grade 

7 avge 
% 

Grade 

4 avge 
% 

Spain 

(1HIA) 
8 4.0 49.8% 7.1 89.0% 5.8 72.4% 2.8 34.6% 

Brit Am 

(1HIA) 
8 3.0 37.4% 7.5 93.8% 5.3 66.4% 1.7 21.6% 

Am West 

(1HIA) 
8 3.7 46.0% 6.9 86.8% 5.3 65.6% 3.2 39.4% 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-History-Access-to-scripts-South-Bank-case-study.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/edexcel-online.html
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Qu.2 Total 
Avge 

(all) 
% 

Grade 

9 avge 
% 

Grade 

7 avge 
% 

Grade 

4 avge 
% 

Cold War 

(1HIA) 
8 3.9 49.0% 7.4 92.6% 5.6 69.9% 2.8 34.4% 

Mid East 

(1HIA) 
8 3.5 43.5% 7.4 92.6% 5.8 72.9% 2.1 26.0% 

All five 

options 
8 3.8 47.9% n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

On question 3 (Answer 1), the overall average was mid Level 2; students attaining grades 

9, 7 and 4 overall were on average being awarded high Level 3, low Level 3, and low Level 

2 respectively. 

Qu.3 

(Ans1) 
Total 

Avge 

(all) 
% 

Grade 

9 avge 
% 

Grade 

7 avge 
% 

Grade 

4 avge 
% 

Spain 

(1HIA) 
8 5.4 68.0% 7.6 95.4% 7.1 88.1% 5.0 62.5% 

Brit Am 

(1HIA) 
8 4.0 49.8% 7.7 95.9% 6.1 75.8% 2.3 29.1% 

Am West 

(1HIA) 
8 4.3 54.0% 7.3 91.8% 6.0 74.4% 3.9 48.9% 

Cold War 

(1HIA) 
8 4.0 50.4% 7.5 93.1% 6.0 75.1% 2.8 34.9% 

Mid East 

(1HIA) 
8 5.5 68.9% 7.6 94.9% 7.2 90.5% 4.4 54.8% 

All five 

options 
8 4.2 51.9% n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

On question 3 (Answer 2), the overall average was low–mid Level 2; students attaining 

grades 9, 7 and 4 overall were on average being awarded high Level 3, borderline Level 

2/3, and borderline Level 1/2 respectively. 

Qu.3 

(Ans2) 
Total 

Avge 

(all) 
% 

Grade 

9 avge 
% 

Grade 

7 avge 
% 

Grade 

4 avge 
% 

Spain 

(1HIA) 
8 4.9 61.0% 7.6 94.9% 6.7 84.3% 4.1 51.5% 

Brit Am 

(1HIA) 
8 3.2 40.3% 7.5 93.8% 5.7 71.1% 0.9 11.6% 

Am West 

(1HIA) 
8 3.6 45.3% 7.3 91.5% 5.5 68.8% 2.8 35.3% 

Cold War 

(1HIA) 
8 3.4 42.3% 7.2 90.3% 5.4 67.1% 1.9 23.8% 

Mid East 

(1HIA) 
8 5.0 62.3% 7.5 93.4% 6.9 85.8% 4.0 50.0% 

All five 

options 
8 3.5 43.6% n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Number of students sitting each option on Route 1HIA: Spain and ‘New World’ 307; British America 109; 
American West 8,678; Cold War 17,336, Middle East 229. 
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Question 2 
Analytical narrative questions will always focus on a period containing events or ideas 

that can be perceived as a sequence; this could cover a number of years or a shorter 

period. Students should be clear about the time span of the question to ensure they 

cover an acceptable range and what it is the narrative is designed to analyse. 

The stimulus points are chosen to prompt coverage of the chronology or key features of 

the narrative, acting as useful reminders to students of signposts along the narrative. In 

their answer, students should show that they have considered three aspects of content.  

Levels are awarded for both AO2 (analysis of second-order concepts) and AO1 

(knowledge and understanding). A best fit mark is awarded for the answer as a whole. 

It is vital that students understand the concept of narrative, with the sense of a beginning, 

development and end, rather than producing three paragraphs which are not directly 

linked. Students should not only describe what happened, but also find connections and 

make sense of events so that there is analysis of why events unfolded in the way that they 

did (causation, consequence and change). 

 

Generic mark scheme 
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Question (Spain) 

 

Student A (Spain) 

 

Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 4 marks 

The response shows a sequence of events leading to an outcome with Montezuma’s initial 

welcoming of the Spanish followed by hostilities arising over demands for conversion to 

Catholicism and the eventual killing of Montezuma. The response meets the criteria for 

AO2 at Level 2. For AO1 the response shows some knowledge and understanding of 

events for Level 2. There is some limited material beyond the stimulus points on 

Montezuma’s greeting of Cortes, but the overall amount of accurate and relevant 

information added is weak. The response overall was placed in mid Level 2 as it only 

fulfils part of the AO1 strand of the mark scheme for Level 2. More analysis of the linkage 

between events and more accurate and relevant information would be needed for  

Level 3. 
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Student B (Spain) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 8 marks 

There is a clear sequence of events leading to an outcome with an analysis of linkage 

between them with ‘when hearing the arrival of the Spaniards’  in the second paragraph, 

‘The Aztecs did not listen and attacked’, ‘From there the Spaniards continued’, in the third 

paragraph, ‘as a result’  in the second and fourth paragraphs and in the last paragraph 

with ‘Montezuma was forced’ and ‘later resulting’. Accurate and relevant information beyond 

the stimulus points is included to show good knowledge and understanding such as the 

use of spies, Tenochtitlan, the massacre at Cholula and the acknowledgement of Charles I 

as ruler. The response is therefore high Level 3 as all the requirements for both AO1 and 

AO2 have been met. 
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Question (British America) 

 

Student A (British America) 

 

Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 4 marks 

The student has provided a narrative of some key points of the period. However, it is not 

in full chronological order, with only some organisation and some analysis of the linkage 

between events, for example ‘British and American relations were deteriorating’, making the 

AO2 low Level 2. The AO1 is also Level 2 with some knowledge, such as reference to the 

Stamp Act, which does take the answer beyond the stimulus points. However parts lack 

understanding, such as what the Stamp Act meant. Overall the answer is mid Level 2. 
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Student B (British America) 

 

Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 7 marks 

A narrative is given with sequence, leading to an outcome, although the sequencing is not 

always clearly linked, which slightly weakens the quality of the answer. Statements such 

as ‘slightly before this’, mean that the narrative is not completely clear, making the AO2 low 

Level 3. There is accurate and relevant knowledge, such as the names of those at the 

meetings, which takes the answer beyond the two stimulus points, making the AO1 Level 

3. Overall, it is low Level 3 for AO2 and secure Level 3 for AO1, making the best fit mark 

mid Level 3. 



 

12 

Question (American West) 

 

Student A (American West) 

 

 

Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 4 marks 

The student has provided a narrative which has some organising of material into a 

sequence, with some analysis of linkage such as ‘therefore the cows to buy were very cheap’. 

However, this is not consistent, making the AO2 Level 2. Accurate and relevant 

information is added, showing some knowledge and understanding of the events. 

However, it does not go beyond the stimulus points provided and therefore the answer is 

capped at mid Level 2.  
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Student B (American West) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 8 marks 

The student has given a narrative with a clear sequence of events, leading to an outcome. 

The account of events analyses the linkage between the events, such as ‘overestimated this 

demand’ and is coherent and logically structured, making the AO2 Level 3. There is 

accurate and relevant knowledge such as ‘the great die up’ to support the analysis, 

making the AO1 Level 3. Overall, the narrative has achieved secure Level 3 for both AO1 

and AO2, hence applying best fit results in a mark at the top of Level 3.  
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Question (Superpower Relations) 

 

Student A (Superpower Relations) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 5 marks 

A narrative is given showing a sequence of events leading to an outcome with some 

analysis of the linkage between them with ‘this caused pressure’, ‘that would persuade’ and 

‘then create a wall’, but overall the response reads as a sense of separate events and 

developments without explicit linkage between them. Knowledge and understanding is 

shown which goes beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus points such as freedoms 

and standard of living. The response therefore fulfils all the criteria for both AO2 and AO1 

at Level 2 and is awarded high Level 2. To reach Level 3 for AO2 the response would need 

more analysis of the linkage between events rather than stating ‘another development’ and 

‘the USSR would then’ and to show good knowledge for AO1, for example, including the 

meetings held between the superpower leaders and/or Kennedy’s visit to West Berlin.  
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Student B (Superpower Relations) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 8 marks 

The narrative organises material into a clear sequence of events and shows linkage 

between them with ‘Khrushchev wanted to stop’, ‘after the U2 spy plane’, and ‘this meant 

that’. Accurate and relevant information is included which goes beyond aspects prompted 

by the stimulus points, such as the U2 spy plane, the ‘brain drain’ and Kennedy’s speech. 

The response therefore fulfils all the requirements for Level 3 for both AO2 and AO1 and 

was awarded high Level 3.  
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Question (Middle East) 

 

Student A (Middle East) 

 

Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 5 marks 

The student has provided a narrative which shows some organising of material into a 

sequence, with some analysis of linkage in phrases such as ‘this led to attitudes changing’. 

However, some sections are merely a series of statements about events, rather than 

providing links, making the AO2 Level 2. Accurate and relevant information is added, 

going beyond the stimulus points, showing some knowledge and understanding of the 

events, such as reference to Oslo I. However, it lacks development as it merely states the 

Accords took place, without providing specific details, and therefore AO1 is Level 2. 

Overall, the response is secure in Level 2 for both AOs, and therefore is placed at the top 

of the level.  
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Student B (Middle East) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 8 marks 

The student has given a narrative with a clear sequence of events, leading to an outcome. 

The account of events analyses the linkage between the events, such as ‘seen as a lesser 

threat’  and the account throughout the second paragraph of the development of the 

Accords. The answer is coherent and logically structured, making the AO2 Level 3. There is 

accurate and relevant knowledge, going beyond the stimulus points, with reference to 

both Oslo Accords, and it also shows good understanding of the changing context and the 

role of Arafat, making the AO1 Level 3.  

Overall, both AOs are secure in Level 3, making the answer the top of Level 3. 
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Question 3 
Question 3 requires students to analyse the importance of an event/person/ 

development, targeting the second-order concepts of consequence and significance.  

The question focuses on what difference the event/person/development made in relation 

to situations and unfolding developments: the importance of x for y. This difference to ‘y’ 

that has been made by ‘x’ may be seen as positive, negative or both.  

This question tests AO1 and AO2. Levels are awarded for both AO2 (analysis of second-

order concepts; consequence/significance) and AO1 (knowledge and understanding). A 

best fit mark is awarded for the answer as a whole. 

Students have to answer two out of the three parts; with each being marked out of 8. The 

exemplars provided focus on only one part per option.  

Generic mark scheme 
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Question (Spain) 

 

Student A (Spain) 

 

Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 5 marks 

The response includes attempts to analyse importance of Columbus’s expedition for 

Spain’s foreign ambitions and some reasoning with comments such as ‘to build an empire’, 

‘the wealth that could be given to Spain’  and ‘be above all foreign powers’. This is supported 

with accurate and relevant information about Caribbean islands, Spain and France as 

rivals and Columbus being unable to find gold. The response therefore fulfils all the 

requirements for both AOs at Level 2 and is awarded high Level 2. To enter Level 3 the 

response would need to give more analysis of importance for AO2 and/or include more 

accurate and relevant information for AO1. 
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Student B (Spain) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 7 marks 

The first part of the response sets the context for Spain’s support for Columbus’s voyage, 

but this is not directly focused on the importance of Columbus’s expeditions for Spain’s 

foreign ambitions. The second page, however, gives a more focused analysis of the 

consequences of Columbus’s voyage, covering importance in terms of settling the rivalry 

with Portugal, allowing Spain to invest in its military and boosting Spain’s wealth. Accurate 

and relevant information is included with references to the Cape of Good Hope, the 

Azores and the Treaty of Tordesillas. The response reaches Level 3 for AO2. For AO1 the 

response meets part of the requirements for Level 3 with good knowledge and 

understanding, but not all the information is relevant. The overall award was therefore 

placed in mid Level 3.  
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Question (British America) 

 
Student A (British America) 

 

Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 3 marks 

There is attempted analysis for AO2 in terms of reference to costing Britain money and 

keeping the black market prices low, without explaining how piracy specifically links to 

trade; instead it is implied, which makes it Level 2. In terms of AO1, knowledge is vague 

and limited, such as pirated products didn’t have tax, without giving any specific details, 

which makes it Level 1. Overall a best fit approach results in an answer at the bottom of 

Level 2. 
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Student B (British America) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 8 marks 

An explanation is given, with analysis of importance of the impact of piracy specifically on 

trade, such as ‘trade suffered’  due to the fact items never arrived in America because of 

the piracy and the reference that piracy ‘created fear’, linked to an unwillingness of 

merchants to sail into American water; this makes the AO2 Level 3. The AO1 is Level 3, 

with good knowledge of the period demonstrated, such as the reference to Blackbeard 

and blockading Charlestown, which is used to support the explanations. Overall both AOs 

are clear Level 3, hence the answer is awarded a mark at the top of Level 3.  

  



 

29 

Question (American West) 

 
Student A (American West) 

 

Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 5 marks 

Some explanation is given, with attempted analysis of the importance of the Gold Rush, 

such as people wanting to make money, but there is only implied analysis of its 

importance for migration and the explanation is not consistent, making the AO2 Level 2. 

There is some knowledge and understanding demonstrated, but it lacks detail, making 

the AO1 Level 2. The answer has achieved secure Level 2 for both AOs, resulting in a best 

fit at the top of Level 2. 
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Student B (American West) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 8 marks 

The student has given several points of explanation, with an analysis of the importance 

for migration, rather than simply the importance of the Gold Rush overall. For example, 

the reference to ‘mass migration’  as a consequence of the Gold Rush, and the emphasis 

on the speed of the increased settlement of the West, makes the AO2 Level 3. The AO1 is 

Level 3, with good knowledge and understanding of the period being demonstrated to 

support the explanations, such as the references to California, trails and Chinese 

migration. Overall, the answer is secure in both AOs at Level 3, and therefore the best fit 

is at the top of Level 3.  
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Question (Superpower Relations) 

 

 
Student A (Superpower Relations) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 4 marks 

The response shows an attempt to analyse the importance of the arms race 1949–58 for 

the development of the Cold War with comments such as ‘it increased tension’, ‘trying to 

intimidate each other’, ‘prepare for war’  and ‘posed a threat’. Some understanding of the 

period is shown, but there are few details, while the knowledge on the first moon landing 

is outside of the time frame of the question and cannot be credited for AO1. The 

response is therefore mid Level 2 as it meets the requirements for AO2 at Level 2 and 

part of the Level 2 AO1 strand of the mark scheme.  
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Student B (Superpower Relations) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 8 marks 

The response gives an analysis of the importance of the arms race 1949–58 for the 

development of the Cold War with comments such as ‘became more of a deterrent’, 

‘increase in cost’  and ‘attempt to cut out their rival’. Accurate and relevant information 

within the timeframe in the question is included with references to the hydrogen bomb, 

ICBMs and living standards in the USSR. The response therefore fulfils all the 

requirements for Level 3 for both AO2 and AO1 and can be awarded high Level 3. 
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Question (Middle East) 

 
Student A (Middle East) 

 

Examiner commentary 

Level 2 – 5 marks 

Some explanation is given, with attempted analysis of the importance of the PFLP in 

relation to international relations, such as gaining attention, making other countries feel 

sympathy for the Palestinians and offer support. However, it is not fully explained why 

people would feel sympathy, making the AO2 Level 2. There is some knowledge and 

understanding demonstrated, such as ‘only way they could get attention’ , but it lacks detail, 

making the AO1 Level 2. Overall, both AOs are secure in Level 2, making the response top 

of Level 2. 
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Student B (Middle East) 
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Examiner commentary 

Level 3 – 8 marks 

The student has given an analysis of importance of the airplane hijacks for international 

attitudes towards the Palestine issue. Points such as there being more sympathy for the 

Israelis and the PLO being forced to move from Jordan directly link international attitudes 

to the hijack, making the AO2 Level 3. The AO1 is Level 3, with good knowledge of the 

period demonstrated, such as reference to specific details of the attack and the reaction 

of King Hussain. Overall, both AOs are secure in Level 3, making the answer overall at the 

top of Level 3. 


