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Question 3c
Suggest one reason why 
interpretations 1 and 2 

have different views 
about… 



Question 3 is a package

Q3a: How 
useful…

Q3b: How 
interpretations 

differ

Q3c: Why 
interpretations 

differ

Q3d: 
judgement of 
interpretations



Q3c: Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 have 
different views about…

The USA, 1954-75; 
conflict at home and 
abroad

Question 3c assesses the ability to 
analyse the reason why two 
interpretations differ. That means 
you explain why the authors of 
interpretations offer contrasting 
viewpoints of the specified enquiry.
 



Question 3c assesses the ability to 
analyse the reason why two 
interpretations differ. That means 
you explain why the authors of 
interpretations offer contrasting 
viewpoints of the specified enquiry.
You use the same two interpretations 
you have used in Q3(b), but do not 
repeat your answer to Q3(b)

• It is worth 4 marks.
• You should spend around 5mins 

(ET: 6mins) on this.
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conflict at home and 
abroad



Q3c: Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 have 
different views about…

Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, 1918-39



Q3c: Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 have 
different views about…

You only need 
one reason.

The topic of the enquiry 
remains the same as you 
will have already answered 
in Q3a and Q3b

Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, 1918-39



Q3c: How to approach this question
Some things to consider the 
historians …
• may have used different sources 

or weighted the same sources 
differently

• may have focussed on different 
aspects of the topic, for example 
political and economic issues

• may have explored different 
groups in society

• may have been written from 
different perspectives, such as 
taking a short term / long term 
view



Q3c: Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 have 
different views about…



Q3c: Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 have 
different views about…

Interpretations 
may be based on 
different sources 
Provides details 
from both the 
sources and 
interpretations to 
support this 
explanation.



Q3c: Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 have 
different views about…

Interpretations 
may be based on 
different sources 
Provides details 
from both the 
sources and 
interpretations to 
support this 
explanation.

4 marks.



Q3c: Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 have 
different views about…



Q3c: Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 have 
different views about…

Interpretations 
suggests that the 
authors had different 
intentions (‘to show’) 
and this has resulted 
in a focus on different 
aspects of Nazi 
control. 

Explanation is 
supported with 
references to the 
content of both 
interpretations.
4 marks
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The examiner is looking for:
• One valid reason which explains the difference in views.
• Explicit references to both Interpretations to support the explanation.

o Make sure you use both interpretations
o Answers should not be based on the provenance. Similarly, assumptions based on 

the author’s nationality or the date the interpretation was produced are not relevant 
in this question. 

What makes a good answer?
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