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Q2: Explain why…
Question 2 focuses on explaining 
causation. That means why something 
happened.

The USA, 1954-75; conflict 
at home and abroad



Q2: Explain why…
Question 2 focuses on explaining 
causation. That means why something 
happened.

You are provided with a choice of two 
options for this question.
• You answer will explain the reasons for a 

specified event or development.
• 3 aspects of content.
• It is worth 12 marks.
• You should spend around 20mins (ET: 

25mins) on this. The USA, 1954-75; conflict 
at home and abroad



Q2: Explain why…
Explain why… means why did 
it happen? You need to focus 
on the causes of something. 
No judgement required. 

The USA, 1954-75; conflict 
at home and abroad



Q2: Explain why…

This is the focus of the 
question – you need to 
explain why this 
happened. This phrase is 
often repeated in higher 
performing answers. 

The USA, 1954-75; conflict 
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Explain why… means why did 
it happen? You need to focus 
on the causes of something. 
No judgement required. 



Q2: Explain why…

This is the focus of the 
question – you need to 
explain why this 
happened. This phrase is 
often repeated in higher 
performing answers. 

These stimulus points are 
designed to help you...but 
you don’t have to use them.
You answer should cover 
three aspects of content.

The USA, 1954-75; conflict 
at home and abroad

Explain why… means why did 
it happen? You need to focus 
on the causes of something. 
No judgement required. 
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Extract

The USA, 1954-75; conflict 
at home and abroad

Answer has a clear line 
of reasoning that 
is focused on 
the question and provides
specific detail supporting 
the analysis of why the 
MBB succeeded in 
achieving its aims. 

x



Other options

The USA, 1954-75; 
conflict at home and 
abroad

Russia and the Soviet 
Union, 1917-41

Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, 1918-39

Mao’s China, 1945-76



The examiner is looking for:
• question requires an explanation of causes of an event / development, rather than a 

simple narrative or description.
• knowledge and understanding that supports the explanation. 
• three aspects of content used.

What makes a good answer?



The examiner is looking for:
• question requires an explanation of causes of an event / development, rather than a 

simple narrative or description.
• knowledge and understanding that supports the explanation. 
• three aspects of content used.

o Pay attention to the focus of the question– use the words from the question. “One 
reason why X was because…”

o Use connectives to explain “This led to”, “Therefore”, “This meant that”
o You do not need to write an introduction or conclusion.  This means you do not 

need to write more than 3 paragraphs.

What makes a good answer?



The examiner is looking for:
• question requires an explanation of causes of an event / development, rather than a 

simple narrative or description.
• knowledge and understanding that supports the explanation. 
• three aspects of content used.

o Pay attention to the focus of the question
o Start each paragraph with a direct focus on the question – use the words from the 

question. “One reason why X was because…”
o Use connectives to explain “This led to”, “Therefore”, “This meant that”
o You do not need to write an introduction or conclusion.  This means you do not 

need to write more than 3 paragraphs.

What makes a good answer?
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