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Q1: Give two things you can infer from Source A about…
Question 1 is on the skill of making 
inferences from a source. There will be one 
extract or image and it will be contemporary to 
the period studied.

You are provided with a writing frame and are 
asked to give two inferences with supporting 
detail from the source.

• It is worth 4 marks.
• You should spend around 5mins (ET: 6mins) 

on this.
Russia and the Soviet 
Union, 1917-41



What does it look like?

Russia and the Soviet 
Union, 1917-41



But what is an inference?

Historians reach conclusions about what was happening at the time by 
examining sources. These conclusions are called ‘inferences’. 
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What is it? 
- pulling out information not explicitly stated in the source
- this could be about emotions, attitudes or the significance of the 

situation, consider ‘what does the writer feel about it?’
- then support this with specific detail from the source



But what is an inference?

Historians reach conclusions about what was happening at the time by 
examining sources. These conclusions are called ‘inferences’. 

What is it? 
- pulling out information not explicitly stated in the source
- this could be about emotions, attitudes or the significance of the 

situation, consider ‘what does the writer feel about it?’
- then support this with specific detail from the source

What is it not? 
- identifying knowledge you have learnt 
- simply quoting or describing or paraphrasing the source material is not 

a valid inference
- using the provenance
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How to answer the question

Russia and the Soviet 
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How to answer the question

Russia and the Soviet 
Union, 1917-41

Clear focus on the topic 
in the question

4 marks



Another example
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Another example

Russia and the Soviet 
Union, 1917-41

Here though, only one 
inference is valid 

2 marks



The examiner is looking for:
• Two valid inferences focussed on the topic in the question
• Details selected from the source that support each inference 
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• Details selected from the source that support each inference 

o You must pay attention to the focus of the enquiry in the question.
o Use the content of the source. This is not assessing your own knowledge on the 

topic.
o Careful that the two inferences you are making are not too similar or only one can 

be awarded marks.
o Make sure you use different information from the source to support each 

inference.
o Use the number of lines as a guideline for how much to write.
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