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In this session we are going to 
look at:
• What does the Paper 3 Modern 

Depth Study look like?
• How can you do well on this 

paper? 

What are we going to cover?



Paper 3 overview:

1 hr 30 mins (ET: 1 hr 52 mins) 64 marks

Section A 16 marks  33%
Q1. Source inference question
Q2a/ Q2b. Explain why…

Section B 32 marks (+ 4 SPaG)  66%
Q3. Enquiry package of sources and interpretations

Depth studies focus on a substantial and coherent short 
time span and require students to understand the 
complexity of a society or historical situation and the 
interplay of different aspects within it.

Section A = 10% of your GCSE

1/3 of this exam
About 30 mins
ET: 37.5 mins

Section B = 20% of your GCSE

2/3 of this exam
About 60 mins
ET: 75 mins



Paper 3 Modern Depth Study: Which option are you studying?

30: Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917–41 

31: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39

32: Mao’s China, 1945–76

33: The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and 
abroad

The modern depth study focuses 
on a short time span. 

It is a chance to understand the 
complexity of a society or 
historical situation and the 
interplay of different aspects 
within it. 



Paper 3 Modern Depth Study Overview: What are the 
questions?
Question Marks
Section A
Q1 Give two things you can infer from Source A about … 4
Q2a or
Q2b

Explain why … 12

Section B
Q3a How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into…? 8
Q3b What is the main difference between the views? 4

Q3c Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different 
views about…

4

Q3d How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about…? 16 + 4 SPAG



How can you do well on 
this paper? 



Know your stuff!

The USA, 1954–75: conflict at 
home and abroad

Use the specification to know 
what you need to revise.

Make sure you revise everything, 
don’t skip topics.



Know your stuff!

Trotsky

Summary of role:
Events involved in:

Rosa Parks

Summary of role:
Events involved in:

The Kapp Putsch (1920)

Cause(s):
Details:
Results:

The Hundred Flowers 
Campaign (1956-57)

Cause(s):
Details:
Results:



Know your stuff! Weimar and Nazi Germany, 
1918–39

Knowledge booster quizzes:



Have secure chronological understanding 

‘Kristallnacht’

Dawes 
PlanReichstag 

Fire

Treaty of 
Versailles

I             I     I   I 

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39

1918 19331929 1939

Key topic 1: The Weimar Republic
Key topic 3: Nazi control and 

dictatorship

Key topic 2: Hitler’s rise to power Key topic 4: Life in Nazi 
Germany



Have secure chronological understanding 

‘Kristallnacht’
1938

Dawes 
Plan 1924

Reichstag 
Fire 1933

Treaty of 
Versailles 

1919

I             I     I   I 

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39

1918 19331929 1939

Key topic 1: The Weimar Republic
Key topic 3: Nazi control and 

dictatorship

Key topic 2: Hitler’s rise to power Key topic 4: Life in Nazi 
Germany



Use past exam questions

Third aspect of knowledge:
White Citizens Council



Practise reading interpretations and sources
Past exam papers

GCSE textbooks

Revision websites

Ask your teacher to give you a short viewpoint 
statement so that you can practise selecting 
knowledge to agree or disagree with it.  Or 
you could make up your own.

“Hitler was a popular leader.  
The German people loved him.”



Other revision tips
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