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Question 3
The importance of X for 

Y…



Q3: Explain…The importance of
Question 3 is focused on importance of an 
event/person/development in relation to something 
else. It assesses the concepts of historical 
significance and consequence. This means you 
should focus on why it mattered, or what difference it 
made to Y.
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Question 3 is focused on importance of an 
event/person/development in relation to something 
else. It assesses the concepts of historical 
significance and consequence. This means you 
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• You select two from a choice of three. 
• When discussing the significance of an event, you 

should be able to explain its impact and the way it 
changed the situation or attitudes.

• Each is worth 8 marks.
• You should spend around 12 mins (ET: 15 mins) 

answering each. 



What does the question look like?
You have to choose 
two out of three 
options.

British America, 1713–83: 
empire and revolution

Each answer is 
worth 8 marks, so 
the question is 
worth 16 in total.

These are your 
three options.

X Y
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The importance of the …for…

X

Y

An answer about the importance of the British 
weather for the mood of the British people, would 
contain very different information in comparison to 
an answer about the importance of the British 
weather on Wimbledon or on health services.



The importance of the

• S.A.D.
• serotonin levels

• playing conditions
• audience turnout

• cold-associated 
illness

• heatwaves 

…for…

X

Y



How to answer the question
Superpower relations and 
the Cold War, 1941–91
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Another example
The American West, 
c1835–c1895
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Questions for other options

The American West, 
c1835–c1895

Superpower relations and 
the Cold War, 1941–91

Spain and the ‘New 
World’, c1490–c1555

British America, 1713–83: 
empire and revolution

Conflict in the Middle 
East, 1945–95



o Take your time to select which two you will answer.
o Identify the X and Y part of the question before you begin writing.
o Keep referring back to both the X and Y in your response.
o The analysis required for higher marks tends to lead to language used like “this 

meant that” “As a result” “this led to”
o Use your knowledge to support your analysis of the Y part of the question.
o Don’t leave it blank.

Top Tips
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