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In this session we are going to 
look at:
• What does the Paper 2 Period 

Study look like?
• How can you do well on this 

paper? 

What are we going to cover?



Paper 2 overview: Two booklets

1 hr 50 mins (ET: 2 hr 17.5 mins) 64 marks

20% of your GCSE

20% of your GCSE

1/2 of this exam
about 55 mins
(ET: about 68mins)

1/2 of this exam
about 55 mins
(ET: about 68mins)

Period study 32 marks  50%
Period studies involve examining historical events 
within a specific timeframe. They focus on how 
developments or a sequence of events are 
connected through the overall narrative of the 
period.

British depth study 32 marks  50%
Depth studies focus on a short time period and 
require you to understand the complexity of a 
society or historical situation in British history. 





Paper 2 Period Study: Which option are you studying?

P1: Spain and the ‘New World’, c1490–c1555 

P2: British America, 1713–1783: empire and 
revolution

P3: The American West, c1835-c1895

P4: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 
1941-91

P5: Conflict in the Middle East, 1945-95

The period study is a chance to 
look at the history of at least 50 
years. 

It is a chance to understand the 
unfolding narrative of key 
developments and and issues of 
the period. 



Why is the chronology so important?

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–1991

Key topic 1 Key topic 2 Key topic 3

1941 1958 1970 1991

The American West, c1835–c1895

Key topic 1 Key topic 2 Key topic 3

1835 1862 1876 1895



Why is the chronology so important?
Spain and the ‘New World’, c1490-1555

Key topic 1 Key topic 2 Key topic 3

c1490 1513 1528 1555

British America, 1713-83: empire and revolution

Key topic 1 Key topic 2 Key topic 3

1713 1742 1765 1783

Conflict in the Middle East, 1945-1995

Key topic 1 Key topic 2 Key topic 3

1945 1964 1974 1995



Paper 2 Period Study Overview: What are the questions?

Question Marks
Period Study
Q1a Explain one consequence of… 4
Q1b Explain one consequence of… 4
Q2 Write a narrative account analysing … 8

Q3

Explain two of the following:
• The importance of … for …
• The importance of … for …
• The importance of … for …

8+8 = 16



How can you do well on 
this paper? 



Know your stuff!

Superpower relations and the 
Cold War, 1941-91

Use the specification to know 
what you need to revise.

Make sure you revise everything, 
don’t skip topics.

Creation of NATO • 1949
• Intended to secure Western nations 

against military threat after Berlin 
Blockade

• Consequences:
• USA could place missiles in 

allied NATO territory
• USSR felt threatened by 

NATO



Know your stuff!

Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)

Cause(s):
Details:
Results:

Stono Rebellion (1739)

Cause(s):
Details:
Results:

Fort Laramie Treaty (1851)

Cause(s):
Details:
Results:

Suez Crisis (1956)

Cause(s):
Details:
Results:



Know your stuff!
The American West, c1835-c1895

Superpower relations and the 
Cold War, 1941-91

Knowledge booster quizzes:



Have secure chronological understanding 

Battle of 
Yorktown

Treaty of 
Paris

Piracy ActBoston 
Massacre

I   I   I   I 

British America, 1713-1783: empire 
and revolution

1713 1742 1765 1783

Key topic 1 Key topic 3Key topic 2



Have secure chronological understanding 

Yorktown
1781

Treaty of 
Paris 1763

Boston 
Massacre 

1770

Piracy Act 
1717

I   I   I   I 
1713 1742 1765 1783

Key topic 1 Key topic 3Key topic 2

British America, 1713-1783: empire 
and revolution



Consider the narrative and development of topics

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 
1941-91

1940s      1950s 1960s        1970s 1980s        1990s 

High tensions/ 
difficult 
superpower 
relations

Low tensions/ 
easy superpower 
relations



Consider the narrative and development of topics

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 
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1940s      1950s 1960s        1970s 1980s        1990s 
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easy superpower 
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Consider the narrative and development of topics

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 
1941-91

1940s      1950s 1960s        1970s 1980s        1990s 

High tensions/ 
difficult 
superpower 
relations

Low tensions/ 
easy superpower 
relations

atomic 
bomb

Berlin 
Crisis

Hungarian 
Uprising



Use past exam questions

Beginning – overstocking
Middle – winter of 1886-87
End – end of the open range



Use past exam questions

Beginning – overstocking
Middle – winter of 1886-87
End – end of the open range

1862-1876



Use past exam questions

… the Oregon Trail

… the Homestead Act 
(1862)

… settlement of …



Other revision tips
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