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In this session we are going to 
look at:
• What does Paper 2 British Study 

look like?
• How can you do well on this 

paper? 

What are we going to cover?



Paper 2 overview: Two Booklets

1 hr 50 mins (ET: 2 hr 17.5 mins) 64 marks

20% of your GCSE

20% of your GCSE

1/2 of this exam
about 55 mins
(ET: about 68mins)

1/2 of this exam
about 55 mins
(ET: about 68mins)

Period study 32 marks  50%
Period studies involve examining historical events 
within a specific timeframe. They focus on how 
developments or a sequence of events are 
connected through the overall narrative of the 
period.

British depth study 32 marks  50%
Depth studies focus on a short time period and 
require you to understand the complexity of a 
society or historical situation in British history. 





Paper 2 British Study: Which option are you studying?

B1: Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060–88 

B2: The reigns of King Richard I 
and King John, 1189–1216 

B3: Henry VIII and his 
ministers, 1509–40 

B4: Early Elizabethan England, 
1558–88

A depth study is a chance to look 
at a short period of British history 
in detail. 

It is not just about what 
happened, but also exploring 
patterns of the past, for example, 
social, economic, political and 
religious aspects and how they 
interacted. 



British Depth Studies: Key Topics

Key topic 1

Key topic 3

Key topic 2

1060 1066 1087

Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88

The reigns of King Richard I and King John, 1189–1216 
Key topic 1

Key topic 3

1189 1204 1216
Key topic 2



British Depth Studies: Key Topics

Key topic 1

Key topic 3

Key topic 2

1558 1569 1588

Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88

Key topic 3

Key topic 2

1509 1529 1540

Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509–40

Key topic 1



Paper 1 overview: What are the questions?

Question Marks
British Study
Q1a Describe one feature of… 2
Q1b Describe one feature of… 2
Q2 Explain why… 12
Q3 / Q4 ‘Statement.’ How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 16



How can you do well on 
this paper? 



Know your stuff!

Wolsey’s 
rise

Henry VIII and his 
ministers, 1509–40 

Wolsey’s 
policies

Henry VIII
What was his character like?
What were his views on sovereignty and 
monarchy?
What was his personal style of 
government?
What were his strengths/weaknesses?
What were his aims as monarch?

-His character was…
-His views were…
-…
-…



Know your stuff!

William Duke 
of Normandy 

King John 

Mary, Queen 
of Scots



Know your stuff! Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060–88 

Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558–88

Knowledge booster quizzes:



Have secure chronological understanding 



Have secure chronological understanding 

William’s 
death 

Harrying of 
the North

Domesday 
survey

Battle of 
Hastings

I   I   I   I 

Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060–88 

1060 1070 1080 1090

Key topic 1
Key topic 3

Key topic 2



Have secure chronological understanding 

William’s 
death 

Harrying of 
the North Domesday 

surveyBattle of 
Hastings

I   I   I   I 

Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060–88 

1060 1070 1080 1090

Key topic 1
Key topic 3

Key topic 2



Know the terminology



Know the terminology

Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558–88



Know the terminology

Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558–88

“Weaker answers…suggested that excommunication was a 
problem Elizabeth had with communicating with her subjects.”



Know the terminology

Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558–88
Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060–88 



Use past exam questions

1. Revolt of Northern Earls
2. Other plots
3. MQS
MQS is, most significant due 
to longevity of the threat 



Use past exam questions

1558-1569
1558-1586

1558-1588

1. Revolt of Northern Earls
2. Other plots
3. MQS
MQS is, most significant due 
to longevity of the threat 



Use past exam questions

Mary, Queen of Scots
The Spanish Armada

1558-1588



Other revision tips
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