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Paper 1 Question 2b
Source follow up questions



• This question will ask you to plan your own follow up enquiry from a source.
• It is worth 4 marks.
• We advise that you spend 6 minutes answering this question (extra time: 7.5 minutes).
• You will need to think carefully about your answers to these questions. 

Q2b: Source follow up



Q2b: Source follow up
Our question



Q2b: Source follow up
Other options



Q2b: Source follow up
How to answer the question

Select a detail from the source that you can use to create a 
follow up enquiry – specific information or quotation

Write a question.  The answers to this question should give 
you more information about the enquiry.

Choose a specific source that will give you the answer to your 
question.  

Explain why you have chosen this source.



Q2b: Source follow up
What is your examiner looking for

Detail – a quotation from Source A

Question – a question that has an answer that will tell us 
more about the work of medical staff in a CCS

Specific source – a diary from a member of medical staff 
working in a CCS in 1917

Explanation – how the source chosen will answer the 
question above



Q2b: Source follow up
What makes a good answer?

Detail – a short quotation from the source, a specific 
detail seen in the source

Question – What was the situation …?  How typical …?
Must be linked to the broader enquiry.

Specific source – choose your source and then add a place 
or date that is linked to the focus of the enquiry

Explanation – “This source will help to answer my 
question because …..”
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In this video we have looked at how you 
should answer Q2b on Paper 1 of your 
GCSE History exam.

Find revision tips and guidance on 
command words on the Edexcel website 
here.

Student support

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FStudent-support
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