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Paper 1 Question 2a
Source utility question



• This question will ask you to explain how two sources are useful for a specific 
enquiry.

• It is worth 8 marks.
• We advise that you spend 15 minutes answering this question (extra time: 19 minutes), 

including up to 3 minutes for thinking/ planning time.
• You must write about both sources.
• You do not need to compare the sources or say which one is most useful.

Q2a: Source utility



Q2a: Source utility
Our question

1. Look for the focus of the enquiry – the work of 
medical staff in the Casualty Clearing Stations

2. Take up to 3 minutes to plan your answer – 
annotate both sources



Q2a: Source utility
Other options



Q2a: Source utility
How to answer the question

For each source, consider ….
• Content – what information does the source give us about the focus of the enquiry?  How does this 

make the source useful?
• Provenance – the nature of the source OR it’s origin OR it’s purpose.  How does this make the source 

useful for the enquiry?
• Contextual knowledge – what do you know that supports the source content?  Or the source 

provenance?  



Q2a: Source utility
What is your examiner looking for?

Explain how the source content and 
provenance makes the source useful for 
the enquiry.

Develop with your contextual 
knowledge.



• Start each paragraph with a direct focus on the question
“Source A/ B is useful for an enquiry into … because …”

• Use details from the content of the source and explain how this information is useful 
for the enquiry

“Source A tells us that … This suggests … This makes the source useful for an enquiry into … 
because ….”

• Use the provenance to explain how the source is useful, or not, for the enquiry
“Source A was written/ produced/ painted by … This makes the source useful because …”

• Use your knowledge to show that the source is correct or explain your argument further

Q2a: Source utility
What makes a good answer?
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In this video we have looked at how you 
should answer Q2a on Paper 1 of your 
GCSE History exam.

Find revision tips and guidance on 
command words on the Edexcel website 
here.

Student support

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FStudent-support
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