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Introduction 
This exemplar booklet has been created using student responses from the exam paper 
in GCSE History paper 2 – Period study with British depth options. The specific paper 
covered here is (1HI0/24/25), American West. The answers and examiner 
commentaries in this guide can be used to show the application of the mark schemes 
in the GCSE History assessment 

The exam duration is 1 hour and 45 minutes. The paper is marked out of 64 marks 
and is worth 40% of the qualification. *The examination paper for 2018 was divided 
into section A (Q1-3) – Period study and section B (Q4-5) – British depth study. This 
exemplar book will only focus on section A - Period study which is worth 20% of the 
final total.

The exam paper covers AO1 and AO2. We also use a mixture of question types, 
demand levels and response structures throughout our exam papers. The structure of 
the 2018 question paper was as follows:

These examples are designed to help students engage with what they’re being asked to 
do, but also understand the length and type of answer expected. 

The questions provided are 1, 2 and 3 from section A - Period study. The questions are 
all new question types for the Period study section. 

In general, candidates who perform well on this paper are able to demonstrate 
accurate, relevant knowledge of the topics being examined. When assessing AO1, 
examiners look for accurate and relevant information that has been precisely selected 
to show good contextual knowledge. This is characterised by detailed yet succinct 
responses to the questions set. Content is carefully selected to ensure it provided an 
insight into the focus of the question, particularly in the narrative account.  

*(Please note from summer 2019 onwards, Paper 2 will be split into two separate question-and-answer 
booklets: the Period study (booklet P), and the British depth study (booklet B). Students will only be 
provided with questions for the topics they have studied. You can find out more here. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/subjects/history.updates.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fsubject-updates%2Fhistory%2Fedexcel-gcse-history-paper-2-change-to-exam-paper-layout&amp%3BpageTypes
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Section A – Period Study 
  
Question1 

Question   
 

 
Mark Scheme 

 
 
Comments on Question Type 
 
Question 1 focuses on the second order concept of consequence. It requires 
candidates to explain two valid consequences of an event or development. There are 
4 marks available for each consequence; the AO2 strand of the mark scheme 
rewards the analysis and explanation of consequence while the AO1 strand rewards  
specific supporting information showing good knowledge and understanding (AO1). 
There are 4 marks for each consequence so they should be given equal attention by 
the candidate.  
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Candidate answers to question 1  
Response 1 

 

 

Examiner Comments 
 
This response was awarded Level 1, 2 marks. 
 
For the first part of the answer, the candidate has provided a simple statement 
about consequence with the phrase “moving to the West”, but has offered no 
explanation of this, meaning this answer fits into Level 1 of the AO2 strand of 
the mark scheme. There is no knowledge demonstrated to support this simple 
statement which means there is no mark for the AO1 strand of the mark 
scheme. This means that a ‘best fit’ mark for the first answer is a low level 1. 
 
The second consequence again provides a simple statement in the form of the 
term ‘conflict’ with no explanation and again no knowledge offered in support. 
Hence the second consequence is also a low level 1. Therefore overall the 
candidate has received 2 marks out of a possible 8.  
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Response 2 
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Examiner Comments 
 
This response was awarded Level 2, 8 marks. 
 
The candidate has provided two distinct consequences of the Gold Rush, both 
of which are explained. For the first part of the response the consequence is 
clearly explained with reference to population increase, making the answer fit 
Level 2 for the AO2 strand of the mark scheme. Detailed specific information is 
included to support the comments, making the AO1 strand of the mark 
scheme also Level 2. In fact, this response has more detail and explanation 
than is needed, as the candidate could have stopped with the sentence ending 
‘rapid rate of migration’ and still received full marks. Overall, the best fit mark 
for the first consequence is 4, the top of Level 2. 
  
The AO2 strand of the second consequence is also Level 2 as it is clearly 
explained, showing how the Gold Rush led to the development of mining 
towns. It also has good knowledge, fitting the AO1 strand of the mark scheme 
at level 2. Overall, both strands of the mark scheme are at Level 2 and 
therefore the mark given was 4, the top of Level 2. 
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Question 2 
Question 

Mark Scheme 
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Comments on Question Type 
 
Question 2 focuses on analytical narrative, in which candidates are expected to write 
an account that not only describes what happened (AO1), but to also find 
connections and make sense of events with an analysis of the links (AO2) between 
events as they unfolded. It is vital they understand the narrative concept, with the 
sense of a beginning, development and end, rather than produce three paragraphs 
which do not directly link.  
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Candidate answers to question 2  
Response 1 
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Examiner Comments 
 
This response was awarded Level 2, 3 marks. 
 
The candidate has provided a response which offers a limited narrative as 
events are not in the correct order and there is no real analysis of the links 
between the events, making the AO2 strand of the mark scheme level 1. There 
is some knowledge shown which makes the AO1 strand of the mark scheme 
level 2. Therefore overall, a best fit approach to an answer with Level 1 and 
Level 2 qualities means that this response is placed at low level 2. 
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Response 2 
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Examiner Comments 

This response was awarded Level 3, 8 marks. 

The candidate has provided a clear sequence which leads to an outcome, 
starting with Little Crow’s War, how this led to executions and then the Sand 
Creek Massacre. It uses links between the events with phrases such as “as a 
result” demonstrating analysis making the AO2 strand of the mark scheme a 
secure level 3. This is supported with accurate and relevant knowledge, such 
as the reference to the dog soldiers and the role of Lincoln, making the AO1 
strand also level 3. Since both strands are secure Level 3, the top of the level 
is an appropriate mark. 
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Question 3  

Question  
 

 
Mark Scheme 
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Comments on Question Type 
 
For Question 3 candidates were required to analysis the importance of an event/ 
person/development. The question focuses on what difference the 
event/person/development made in relation to situations and unfolding 
developments. For example, in the first choice on this question, candidates are not 
being asked to comment generally on the Plains Indians’ beliefs, but to consider their 
importance for relations between the Plains Indians and the settlers. It is vital that 
candidates recognise this focus in the AO2 strand of the mark scheme and support 
their analysis with specific details and understanding for the AO1 strand. 
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Candidate answers to question 3  
Response 1 
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Examiner Comments 
 
This response was awarded Level 2, 5 marks. 
 
The answer has identified some clear points about the Timber Culture Act, 
such as “it encouraged farming” and there is an attempt at an explanation of 
its importance but it is not fully developed, meaning that the AO2 strand of the 
mark scheme is Level 2.  
 
This is supported with some relevant knowledge for example, the reference to 
‘trees intended to stop strong winds’ but the second paragraph merely states 
factual detail without any real explanation. This merits Level 2 for the AO1 
strand of the mark scheme and with both AOs in Level 2, the overall mark is 
the top of Level 2.  
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Response 2 
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Examiner Comments 
 
This response was awarded Level 3, 7 marks. 
 
The candidate has provided an explanation of the importance of the Timber 
Culture Act, with a line of reasoning to show its impact on the settlement of 
the Plains by talking about the expansion of the plains and improvements in 
hygiene; this analysis means the AO2 strand of the mark scheme was awarded 
Level 3.  
 
There is knowledge used to support the analysis however it could be more 
specific so the mark for AO1 was placed at low Level 3. The ‘best fit’ approach 
means that overall, the response is mid Level 3. 
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