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Introduction 

This exemplar booklet has been created using student responses from the 2018 
exam paper in GCSE History paper 2 – Period study with British depth options. 
The specific paper covered here is (1HI0/21), Spain and the New World with 
Tudor options. The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be 
used to show the application of the mark schemes in the GCSE History 
assessment 

The exam duration is 1 hour and 45 minutes. The paper is marked out of 64 
marks and is worth 40% of the qualification. *The examination paper for 2018 
was divided into section A (Q1-3) – Period study and section B (Q4-5) – British 
depth study. 

The exam paper covers AO1 and AO2. We also use a mixture of question types, 
demand levels and response structures throughout our exam papers. The 
structure of the 2018 question paper was as follows:

These examples are designed to help students engage with what they’re being 
asked to do, but also understand the length and type of answer expected. 

The questions provided are 2, 3, 4(b) and 5(c)(i) from section A and section B. 
The questions selected are those that are new question types in the case of the 
Period study, and to provide coverage of both Tudor papers in the case of the 
British depth study.  

In general, candidates who perform well on this paper are able to demonstrate 
accurate, relevant knowledge of the topics being examined. When assessing 
AO1, examiners look for accurate and relevant information that has been 
precisely selected to show good contextual knowledge. This is characterised by 
detailed yet succinct responses to the questions set. Content is carefully 
selected to ensure it provided an insight into the focus of the question, 
particularly in the narrative account.   
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This focus is also assessed as part of AO2, analysis and evaluation of second 
order concepts. High performance on this strand is indicated with the 
deployment of content as evidence, rather than in a descriptive way. For 
example, in question 3 of the 2018 paper, candidates were able to respond 
thoughtfully on the importance of, for example, Montezuma’s actions for Spanish 
conquest, rather than analysing their importance in general. Responses were 
well-structured and logical. 

*(Please note from summer 2019 onwards, Paper 2 will be split into two separate question-and-
answer booklets: the Period study (booklet P), and the British depth study (booklet B). Students 
will only be provided with questions for the topics they have studied. You can find out more here. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/subjects/history.updates.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fsubject-updates%2Fhistory%2Fedexcel-gcse-history-paper-2-change-to-exam-paper-layout&amp%3BpageTypes
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Section A – Period Study 

Question 2 

 

Mark scheme 
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Candidate response to question 2 

Response 1  

 

Examiner comments 

This response is awarded Level 3, 8 marks.  
 
The material has been carefully sequenced chronologically to show the gradual 
conquest of Cuba, clearly identifying points in the narrative where the Spanish 
were able to advance their control. The careful sequencing and linkage of the 
events means the answer scores in Level 3 for AO2.  
 
On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the answer also scores in 
Level 3. The candidate shows a clear understanding of the situation in the 
Caribbean in 1511, Hatuey’s flight, subsequent capture and execution 
demonstrate a second point of content, while the massacre at Caonao provides 
the end of the narrative.  

The answer is in Level 3 for AO1 and secure in Level 3 for AO2. ‘Best fit’ marking 
therefore dictates that it scores at the top of Level 3, 8 marks even though 
‘Cuba’ has been written in the second line where ‘Haiti’ would be more accurate. 
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Response 2 
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Examiner comments 

This response is awarded Level 2, 4 marks. 
 
There is some sequencing of the material into a chronological order but the 
analysis in terms of the narrative is limited. There are some links made between 
different sections but these are not strongly expressed to show the unfolding 
story of the conquest of Cuba. The response therefore scored in Level 2 on AO2.  
 
On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the answer also scores in 
Level 2. There is specific knowledge about the massacre at Caonao, which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of the event, but the rest of the content is 
generic. This is an important issue for the Spain and the New World period 
study: the conquests all follow much the same pattern, so it is important that 
candidates include details that are specific to the topic they are writing about. 

The answer is in Level 2 for AO1 and AO2 but neither strand is securely 
developed. ‘Best fit’ marking therefore dictates that it scores at the middle of 
Level 2, 4 marks.  
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Question 3 

 

Mark scheme 
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Candidate response to question 3 

Response 1 

 

 

Examiner comments 

This response is awarded Level 3, 8 marks.  
 
The candidate has carefully analysed the impact of Isabella’s sponsorship in both 
enabling Columbus’s exploration and motivating further exploration in the name 
of Spain. This linked analysis with a logical structure of short- and long-term 
importance means that the answer scores securely in Level 3 for AO2. On the 
AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the answer also scores in Level 3. 
The content is accurate and relevant, showing the problems Columbus had faced 
prior to Isabella’s sponsorship and an awareness of the subsequent ‘big picture’ 
of Spanish conquest.  
The answer is in Level 3 for AO1 and secure in Level 3 for AO2. ‘Best fit’ marking 
therefore dictates that it scores at the top of Level 3, 8 marks.  
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Response 2 

 

Examiner comments 

This response is awarded Level 2, 4 marks.  
 
This response scores in Level 2 for AO2. The candidate has made some attempt 
to analyse the importance of Montezuma’s actions by linking one action with one 
consequence, although this is not well-developed and lacks extensive reasoning.  

On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the answer also scores in 
Level 2. The candidate demonstrates some knowledge of Montezuma’s actions 
but there are some inaccuracies, such as referring to the native population as 
the Mayans instead of the Aztecs. His decision to allow the Spaniards into 
Tenochtitlan is linked with their capture of him, but the response lacks detail, 
instead relying on vague comments such as, ‘start the downward crumble’.  
 
The answer is in Level 2 for AO1 and AO2 but the performance is not secure in 
either strand. ‘Best fit’ marking therefore dictates that it scores at the middle of 
Level 2, 4 marks.   
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Section B – British Depth Study 

Question 4(b) 

 

Mark scheme  
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Candidate response to question 4(b) 

Response 1 
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16 
 

 

Examiner comments 

This response is awarded Level 4, 12 marks.  

In terms of the AO2 strand, this answer focuses clearly on the conceptual focus 
on the question. The candidate never loses sight of the question, analysing the 
content selected to provide a clear explanation of the reasons for the Pilgrimage 
of Grace.  

Against the criteria for AO1, this answer scores securely in Level 4. The 
candidate has addressed three separate points of content, which demonstrates 
wide-ranging knowledge and understanding. The answer expands on the 
stimulus points, using Cromwell’s unpopularity as the third point of content.  
 
The answer is securely in Level 4 for AO1 and AO2. ‘Best fit’ marking therefore 
dictates that it scores at the top of Level 4, 12 marks.  
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Response 2 
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Examiner comments 

This response is awarded Level 3, 8 marks. 
 
Against strand AO2, this answer is in Level 3. The candidate has shown a line of 
reasoning but lacks robust analysis of the content selected. 
 
The candidate has selected two content points, including one that is not 
indicated in the stimulus points. The point about the inspection of the 
monasteries is developed into an explanation, while the Act of Supremacy is 
referenced but less thoroughly developed. Therefore, against the AO1 marking 
strand, this answer scores in level 3. 
 
The answer is in Level 3 for AO1 and AO2. It is not secure on either strand. ‘Best 
fit’ marking therefore dictates that it scores in the middle of Level 3, 8 marks.  
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Question 5(c) 
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Mark scheme 
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22 
 

Candidate response to question 5(c) 

Response 1 
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Examiner comments 

This response is awarded Level 4, 14 marks.  

On the AO2 analysis strand, the response scores just into Level 4. The content 
points selected are analysed to provide a judgement and the points are well-
organised; however, this response lacks the coherent strand of an argument 
running throughout the answer that we would expect to see from answers 
scoring full marks. A consideration of how the points of content combined to lead 
to the victory would improve the response.  

On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the candidate has presented 
wide-ranging content with good attention to detail. The stimulus points are 
developed, with two examples provided for naval tactics, and a third point is 
introduced by considering the long-term impact of Drake’s Raid on Cadiz. The 
content is carefully selected in line with the question focus. The response 
therefore scores in level 4 for this component. 
 
On the AO2 judgement strand, a judgement is advanced with some justification. 
The response therefore scores in Level 4. The answer is in Level 4 for AO1 and 
AO2 – judgement, and low in Level 4 for AO2. ‘Best fit’ marking therefore 
dictates that it scores in the middle of Level 4, at 14 or 15 marks. This response 
was awarded 14 marks.  
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Response 2 
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Examiner comments 

This response is awarded Level 2, 7 marks.  
 
On the AO2 analysis strand, the response is limited and lacks a line of reasoning. 
The candidate has remained focused on the question, but each point is treated 
separately. Against the criteria for this strand, the response scores at Level 2.  

On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the candidate has presented 
accurate and relevant content. Four points of content are provided, of which two 
were prompted by the stimulus points. However, the content lacks detailed 
development, placing it in the ‘some knowledge and understanding’ category, 
rather than ‘good knowledge and understanding’ that is Level 3. The response 
therefore scores securely in Level 2 for this component. 
 
On the AO2 judgement strand, a judgement is only provided in the introduction, 
which limits this response to a Level 1 score in this respect. The answer is in 
Level 2 for AO2, securely in Level 2 for AO1 and Level 1 for AO2 – judgement. 
‘Best fit’ marking therefore dictates that it scores in the upper middle of Level 2, 
at 7 marks.  
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