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Introduction

This exemplar booklet has been created using student responses from the 2018
exam paper in GCSE History paper 2 — Period study with British depth options.
The specific paper covered here is (1HI0/21), Spain and the New World with
Tudor options. The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be

used to show the application of the mark schemes in the GCSE History

assessment

The exam duration is 1 hour and 45 minutes. The paper is marked out of 64
marks and is worth 40% of the qualification. *The examination paper for 2018

was divided into section A (Q1-3) — Period study and section B (Q4-5) — British

depth study.

The exam paper covers AO1 and AO2. We also use a mixture of question types,

demand levels and response structures throughout our exam papers. The
structure of the 2018 question paper was as follows:

Total Assessment . . Example question stem
marks | objective Question description
1 8 AO1 Explanation of Explain two consequences of...
AO2 consequences
2 8 AO1 Writing an analytical Write a narrative account
AO2 narrative analysing...
You may use the following in
your answer.
+ two stimulus points
3 16 AO1 Explanation of Explain two of the following:
AO2 importance The importance of...
4/5 |4 AO1 Description of key Describe two features of...
(a) features
4/5 12 AO1 Explanation of causation | Explain why...
(b) AQO2 You may use the following in
your answer.
+ two stimulus points
4/5 16 + 4 | AD1 Judgement relating to ['Statement.’] How far do you
(c) SPaG AO2 one of the following: agree? Explain your answer.
causation, CONSEQUENCE, | yoy may use the following in
change, continuity, your answer.
significance, similarity ) )
and difference + two stimulus points

These examples are designed to help students engage with what they’re being
asked to do, but also understand the length and type of answer expected.

The questions provided are 2, 3, 4(b) and 5(c)(i) from section A and section B.
The questions selected are those that are new question types in the case of the
Period study, and to provide coverage of both Tudor papers in the case of the
British depth study.

In general, candidates who perform well on this paper are able to demonstrate
accurate, relevant knowledge of the topics being examined. When assessing
AO1, examiners look for accurate and relevant information that has been
precisely selected to show good contextual knowledge. This is characterised by >
detailed yet succinct responses to the questions set. Content is carefully

selected to ensure it provided an insight into the focus of the question,
particularly in the narrative account.



This focus is also assessed as part of AO2, analysis and evaluation of second
order concepts. High performance on this strand is indicated with the
deployment of content as evidence, rather than in a descriptive way. For
example, in question 3 of the 2018 paper, candidates were able to respond
thoughtfully on the importance of, for example, Montezuma'’s actions for Spanish
conquest, rather than analysing their importance in general. Responses were
well-structured and logical.

*(Please note from summer 2019 onwards, Paper 2 will be split into two separate question-and-
answer booklets: the Period study (booklet P), and the British depth study (booklet B). Students
will only be provided with questions for the topics they have studied. You can find out more here.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/subjects/history.updates.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fsubject-updates%2Fhistory%2Fedexcel-gcse-history-paper-2-change-to-exam-paper-layout&amp%3BpageTypes

Section A — Period Study

Question 2

2 Write a narrative account analysing the key events of the Spanish conquest of Cuba.

You may use the following in your answer:

- Velazquez's voyage
- plantations

You must also use information of your own.

Mark scheme

Question

z Write a narrative account analysing the key events of the Spanish conquest of Cuba.

You may use the following in your answer:
»  Veldzguez's voyage
« plantations
You must also use information of your own.

Target: Analytical narrative (i.e. analysis of causation/consequence/change) [ADZ];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics) [AO1].

AD2: 4 marks.

ADL: 4 marks.

Level | Mark Descriptor

o No rewardable material.

1 1-2 * A simple or generalised narrative is provided; the account shows limited analysis
and organisation of the events included. [ADZ]

# Limited knowledge and understanding of the events is shown. [A01]

2 3-5 » A narrative is given, showing some organisation of material into a sequence of
events leading to an outcome. The account of events shows same analysis of the
linkage between them, but some passages of the narrative may lack coherence and
organisation. [AOD2]

+ Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the events. [A01]

Maximum 4 marks for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by the
stirmulus points.

3 6-8 * A narrative is given which organises material into a clear sequence of events
leading to an outcome. The account of events analyses the linkage between them
and is coherent and logically structured. [AO2]

* Accurate and relevant information is induded, showing good knowledage and
understanding of the key features or characteristics of the events. [AO1]

No access to Lewvel 3 for answers which do not go beyond aspects prompted by the
stirmulus paints.

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the desaiplors above in line with the general marking guidance.

Performance in AO01 and AOZ is interdependent. An answer displaying no qualities of AD2 cannat be
awarded more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong perfarmance is in AOL; markers should
note that the expectation for AD1 is that candidates demonstrate bath knowledge and understanding.
The middle mark in Levels 2 and 3 may be achieved by stronger performance in either AOQ1 or AD2.
Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

» \eldzquesz sailed from Hispaniola to create a Spanish settlernent on Cuba, beginning a war with the
native Tainas peaple.

» The native population was defeated, which mada it possible for the Spanish to begin colonising the
island.

+ The first Spanish settlement was founded in Havana, which gave the Spanish a base from which to
colanise the rest of the island.

+ As the Spanish spread across the island, they captured the native population and placed them on
reservations, remaoving this threat to their authority.

= Tobacco plantations made Cuba an extremely successful colony for the Spanish, who started using it
as their main base in the Caribbean.




Candidate response to question 2

Response 1
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Examiner comments

This response is awarded Level 3, 8 marks.

The material has been carefully sequenced chronologically to show the gradual
conquest of Cuba, clearly identifying points in the narrative where the Spanish
were able to advance their control. The careful sequencing and linkage of the
events means the answer scores in Level 3 for AO2.

On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the answer also scores in
Level 3. The candidate shows a clear understanding of the situation in the
Caribbean in 1511, Hatuey’s flight, subsequent capture and execution
demonstrate a second point of content, while the massacre at Caonao provides
the end of the narrative.

The answer is in Level 3 for AO1 and secure in Level 3 for AO2. ‘Best fit’ marking
therefore dictates that it scores at the top of Level 3, 8 marks even though
‘Cuba’ has been written in the second line where ‘Haiti’ would be more accurate.




Response 2

2 Write a narrative account analysing the key events of the Spanish conquest of Cuba.

fou may use the following in your answer:

Veldzquez's voyage
plantations

You must also use information of your own.
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Examiner comments

This response is awarded Level 2, 4 marks.

There is some sequencing of the material into a chronological order but the
analysis in terms of the narrative is limited. There are some links made between
different sections but these are not strongly expressed to show the unfolding
story of the conquest of Cuba. The response therefore scored in Level 2 on AO2.

On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the answer also scores in
Level 2. There is specific knowledge about the massacre at Caonao, which shows
some knowledge and understanding of the event, but the rest of the content is
generic. This is an important issue for the Spain and the New World period
study: the conquests all follow much the same pattern, so it is important that
candidates include details that are specific to the topic they are writing about.

The answer is in Level 2 for AO1 and AO2 but neither strand is securely
developed. ‘Best fit’ marking therefore dictates that it scores at the middle of
Level 2, 4 marks.




Question 3

3  Explain two of the following:

» The importance of Queen lsabella’s sponsorship of Columbus for Spanish
exploration.

«  The importance of Montezuma's actions for the Spanish conquest of Mexico.
+ The importance of the siege of Cuzco (1536-37) for the Spanish conquest of Peru.

(8)

(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)

Mark scheme

Question
3 Explain tweo of the following:
+ The importance of Queen Isabella’s sponsorship of Columbus for Spanish
exploration.

+ The importance of Montezuma's actions for the Spanish conguast of Mexico.

+ The importance of the siege of Cuzeo (1536-37) for the Spanish conguest of
Peru.

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: consequence/significance [AD2];
Krnowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AD1].

AD2: 8 marks.

AD1: B marks.

MNB mark each part of the answer separately (2 x 8 marks).

Level | Mark | Descriptor

Q Mo rewardable material.

1 1-2 » A simple or generalised answer is given, showing limited development and
organisation of material. [AD02]

Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AOQ1]

2 3-5 » An explanation is given, showing an attempt to analyse importance. It shows some
reasoning, but somea passages may lack coherence and organisation. [AD2)
+ Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AD1]
3 6-8 » An explanation is given, showing analysis of importance. It shows a line of

reasoning that is coherent and logically structured. [AD2]

Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[a01]

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance.

Parfarmancs in ADL and AD2 is interdapandant. An answar displaying no qualities of AD2 cannet ba
awarded more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in ADla; markers should
note that the expectation for AQ1 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

The middle mark in Levels 2 and 3 may be achieved by stronger performance in either AD1 or AQ2.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be cradited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

The importance of Queen Isabella’s sponsorship of Columbus for Spanish exploration.
Relevant points may include:

« Isabella provided funding for Columbus for three voyages, enabling him to found Spanish colonies
across the Caribbean and discover the coast of South America.

= Isabella promised Columbus the governorship of any lands that he daimed for Spain, as wall as the
rank of Admiral of the Ocean Sea. This provided Columbus with an incentive to explore on behalf of
Spain.

» Columbus had previously been denied financial support and was looking at funding options from
other countries when Isabella's support was granted.

+ By sponsoring Columbus, Isabella encouraged Spanish exploration as a way of spreading
Cathaolicism.




The importance of Montezuma'’s actions for the Spanish conquest of Mexico.
Relevant points may include:

« Montezuma was not sure how to react to the threat of the Spanish invaders and so did not act for
same time. This was important because it gave Cortes time bo consolidate his power.

+« Montezuma sent the invading Spanish rich gifts of gold and tried to bribe them to turm back and
leave, but the gifts had the opposite effect of spurring the Spanish on to gather more wealth.

« Mantezuma pledged allegiance to the Spanish Crown and allowed Cathalic symbols to be placed in

the great temples. This helpad to legitimise the Spanish conguest of Mexico in the eyes of the
invaders.

+ Montezuma's support allowed the Spanish to entrench their position, take advantage of the arrival of
further reinforcements and use the time to better plan their conguest.

The importance of the siege of Cuzco (1536-37) for the Spanish congquest of Paru.
Relevant points may include:

« During the siege, the superior tactics and weapans of the Spanish army had a negative impact on
Inca morale and led to further divisions among the tribes.

+ Spanish atrocities throughout the 10 months further lowered morale among the Inca troops, which
led to their eventual capitulation.

« Manco Inca withdrew from Cuzco and launched a new Inca state elsewhere, which meant that the
Spanish were able to continue their conguest of Peru without any significant threat.

« The Spanish destrayed the Inca settlement in Cuzeo and built a Spanish settement over the tap of it,
which provided them with a base ta help them colonise the rest of Peru.




Candidate response to question 3

Response 1
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Examiner comments

This response is awarded Level 3, 8 marks.

The candidate has carefully analysed the impact of Isabella’s sponsorship in both
enabling Columbus’s exploration and motivating further exploration in the name
of Spain. This linked analysis with a logical structure of short- and long-term
importance means that the answer scores securely in Level 3 for AO2. On the
AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the answer also scores in Level 3.
The content is accurate and relevant, showing the problems Columbus had faced
prior to Isabella’s sponsorship and an awareness of the subsequent ‘big picture’
of Spanish conquest.

The answer is in Level 3 for AO1 and secure in Level 3 for AO2. ‘Best fit’ marking
therefore dictates that it scores at the top of Level 3, 8 marks.

10




Response 2

Examiner comments

This response is awarded Level 2, 4 marks.

This response scores in Level 2 for AO2. The candidate has made some attempt
to analyse the importance of Montezuma’s actions by linking one action with one
consequence, although this is not well-developed and lacks extensive reasoning.

On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the answer also scores in
Level 2. The candidate demonstrates some knowledge of Montezuma’s actions
but there are some inaccuracies, such as referring to the native population as
the Mayans instead of the Aztecs. His decision to allow the Spaniards into
Tenochtitlan is linked with their capture of him, but the response lacks detail,
instead relying on vague comments such as, ‘start the downward crumble’.

The answer is in Level 2 for AO1 and AO2 but the performance is not secure in
either strand. ‘Best fit’ marking therefore dictates that it scores at the middle of
Level 2, 4 marks.

11




Section B — British Depth Study

Question 4(b)

(b) Explain why the Pilgrimage of Grace took place.

You may use the following in your answer:

inspection of the monasteries
- enclosure

You must also use information of your own.

Mark scheme

Question
4 (b) Explain why the Pilgrimage of Grace took place.
You may use the fallawing in your answer:
« inspection of the monasteries
= enclosure
You must also use information of your own.

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: causation [AO02];

Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [A01].

AD2: & marks.

AD1: & marks.

Level Mark Descriptor

0 Mo rewardable material.

1 1-3 » A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development and organisation.
[Aa02]

» Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AD1)]

2 4-6 * An explanation is given shawing limited analysis and with implicit or
unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the guestion. It shows some
development and organisation of material, but a line of reasoning is not
sustained. [ADZ]

» Accurate and relevant information is included, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [A01]

Maximum 5 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompled

by the shimulus points.

3 7-9 » An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is mainly directed at the
conceptual focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is generally
sustained, although some passages may lack coherence and organisation.
[A02]

* Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[AO1]

Maximum 8 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted

by the stimulus poaints.

4 10-12 » An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at the
conceptual focus of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is coherent,
sustained and logically structured. [AD2)

+ Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected to address the question
directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the required
features or characteristics of the period studied. [A01]

No access to Level 4 for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by the

stimulus paints.

12



Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance.

Performance in A01 and AOZ2 is interdependent. An answer displaying no qualities of AD2 cannot be
awarded more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong perfarmance is in AD1; markers should

note that the expectation for AOQ1 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

The middle mark in each level may be achieved by stronger performance in either A01 or ADZ.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant paints may include:

+ Rumours about the impact of the monastic inspections led to unrest, such as spontaneous protest in

Lincalnshira.

» Religious reforms, such as the suppression of smaller monasteries and imposging greater supervision

on the clergy, were unpopular,

» People wanted protection against enclosure, which had reduced the amount of land available for
grr':ﬂ.ll'il'll.j s and as famman land whara the labmiorers grhrr-u‘l Fhair anirmals

» Cromwell’s increasing power and influence at court was increasingly unpopular among the traditional

nobles, who were often Cathalic.
« Morthern society resented increasing interference from central government.

= Bad harvests in 1535 and 1536 had led to a rise in food prices and an increase in poverty: people
were hungry and this led to eomplaints about taxes.

13



Candidate response to question 4(b)

Response 1
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Examiner comments
This response is awarded Level 4, 12 marks.

In terms of the AO2 strand, this answer focuses clearly on the conceptual focus
on the gquestion. The candidate never loses sight of the question, analysing the
content selected to provide a clear explanation of the reasons for the Pilgrimage
of Grace.

Against the criteria for AO1, this answer scores securely in Level 4. The
candidate has addressed three separate points of content, which demonstrates
wide-ranging knowledge and understanding. The answer expands on the
stimulus points, using Cromwell’s unpopularity as the third point of content.

The answer is securely in Level 4 for AO1 and AO2. ‘Best fit’ marking therefore
dictates that it scores at the top of Level 4, 12 marks.

16




Response 2
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Examiner comments

This response is awarded Level 3, 8 marks.

Against strand AO2, this answer is in Level 3. The candidate has shown a line of
reasoning but lacks robust analysis of the content selected.

The candidate has selected two content points, including one that is not
indicated in the stimulus points. The point about the inspection of the
monasteries is developed into an explanation, while the Act of Supremacy is
referenced but less thoroughly developed. Therefore, against the AO1 marking
strand, this answer scores in level 3.

The answer is in Level 3 for AO1 and AOZ2. It is not secure on either strand. ‘Best
fitt marking therefore dictates that it scores in the middle of Level 3, 8 marks.

18




Question 5(c¢)

Answer EITHER Question 5 (c)(i) OR Question 5 (c)(ii).
EITHER

(c) (i) 'The effective use of naval tactics was the main reason for the English victory
over the Spanish Armada’

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

You may use the following in your answer:

fire ships
bad weather

You must also use information of your own.

OR
(c) (ii) ‘There was little change in attitudes towards the poor in the years 1558-88!

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

You may use the following in your answer:

Houses of Correction
the deserving poor

You must also use information of your own.

19



Mark scheme

Question

5 (<) (i)

The effective use of naval tactics was the main reason for the English victory
over the Spanish Armada.’

How far do you agree? Explain your answer,

You may use the following in your answer:
= fire ships

« bad weather

You must also use information of your own.

Target: Analysis and evaluation of second order concepts: causation [AO02];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AO1].

ADZ: 10 marks.

ADL: 6 marks.

Level | Mark

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

& A simple or generalisad answer is given, lacking development and
organisation. [A02)

= Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [A01]
= The overall judgement is missing or asserted. [AD2]

» An explanation is given showing limited analysis and with implicit ar
unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the gquestion. It shows some
development and organisation of material, but a line of reasoning is not
sustaimed. [A02]

= Accurate and relevant infarmation is included, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AD1]

= The overall judgement is given but its justification is asserted or insecure.
[mO2]

Maximum 7 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond aspects

prompted by the stimulus points.

3 9-12

= An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is mainly directed at
the conceptual focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is
generally sustained, although some passages may lack coharence and
organisation. [AD2)

# Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period
studied. [AO01)]

= The overall judgement is given with some justification, but some criteria
selected for the required judgement are left implicit or not validly applied.
[AO2]

Maximuwm 11 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond aspects

prompted by the stimulus points.

4 13-16

» An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at the
conceptual Focus of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is
coherent, sustained and logically structured. [AD2]

= Accurate and relevant infarmation is precisely selected to address the
guestion directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the
required features or characteristics of the period studied. [A01]

= Criteria for the required judgement are justified and applied in the process af
reaching the overall judgement. [A02]

No access to Level 4 for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by
the stimulus paints.
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Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the genaral marking guidancea.

Performance in ADL and AOZ2 is interdependent. An answer displaying no gualities of ADZ cannat
be awarded more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in ADL; markers
should note that the expectation for AO1 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and
understanding.

The first two bullet points [A01 and AD2] account for 3 of the 4 marks in the level and are equally

weighted; the third bullet point fA02] accounts for the remaining mark. Once the level has been

found, there are two steps to follow to determine the mark within the level:

+« Markers should consider bullet points 1 and 2 together. Strong performance (for the leval) in
both would be awarded all 3 marks, while 2 marks may be achieved by stronger performance in
either bullet paint; weak performance would be awardad 1 mark.

+ The fourth mark in each level is allocated to the bullet point 3 and should be considered
independently of the award of the ather marks.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited a:n:nrding to candidates’ deplnryrnent of material in relation to the
qualities outlined in the mark scheme. While speciﬁc references are made in the indicative content
below, this does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must alse be
credited. The grouping of points below does not imply that this is how candidates are expected to
structure their answers.

Relevant points which support the statement may include:
« The English sent fire ships into the Spanish fleet while they were at ancher at Gravelines.

« The English navy had superior firepower and more manoeuvrable ships for use in the English
Channel, which enabled successful attacks on the Spanish ships.

« The English fleet were able to successfully fallow the Armada as thay progressed up the English
Channel, using long range artillery to pick off two Spanish ships.

« Francis Drake had led a successful attack on the Spanish naval base at Cadiz, disrupting
preparations for the attack.

Relevant points which counter the statement may include:
« Bad weather disrupted the Armada’s formation and prevented it from regrouping.

« Strong winds drove the remains of the fleet northwards, forcing them to return to Spain via
Scotland. This destroyed most of the Spanish ships.

# The leader of the Spanish fleet, the Duke of Medina-Sidonia, was inexperienced in naval
warfare.

« The Spanish were unable to deploy their usual tactics because their ships were unsuited ta
conditions in the English Channal.
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Candidate response to question 5(¢)

Response 1
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Examiner comments
This response is awarded Level 4, 14 marks.

On the AO2 analysis strand, the response scores just into Level 4. The content
points selected are analysed to provide a judgement and the points are well-
organised; however, this response lacks the coherent strand of an argument
running throughout the answer that we would expect to see from answers
scoring full marks. A consideration of how the points of content combined to lead
to the victory would improve the response.

On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the candidate has presented
wide-ranging content with good attention to detail. The stimulus points are
developed, with two examples provided for naval tactics, and a third point is
introduced by considering the long-term impact of Drake’s Raid on Cadiz. The
content is carefully selected in line with the question focus. The response
therefore scores in level 4 for this component.

On the AO2 judgement strand, a judgement is advanced with some justification.
The response therefore scores in Level 4. The answer is in Level 4 for AO1 and
AO2 — judgement, and low in Level 4 for AO2. ‘Best fit" marking therefore
dictates that it scores in the middle of Level 4, at 14 or 15 marks. This response
was awarded 14 marks.
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Examiner comments

This response is awarded Level 2, 7 marks.

On the AO2 analysis strand, the response is limited and lacks a line of reasoning.
The candidate has remained focused on the question, but each point is treated
separately. Against the criteria for this strand, the response scores at Level 2.

On the AO1 knowledge and understanding strand, the candidate has presented
accurate and relevant content. Four points of content are provided, of which two
were prompted by the stimulus points. However, the content lacks detailed
development, placing it in the ‘some knowledge and understanding’ category,
rather than ‘good knowledge and understanding’ that is Level 3. The response
therefore scores securely in Level 2 for this component.

On the AO2 judgement strand, a judgement is only provided in the introduction,
which limits this response to a Level 1 score in this respect. The answer is in
Level 2 for AO2, securely in Level 2 for AO1 and Level 1 for AO2 — judgement.
‘Best fit’ marking therefore dictates that it scores in the upper middle of Level 2,
at 7 marks.
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