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Introduction 
 
This exemplar booklet has been created using student responses from the 
summer 2019 examination in GCSE History, Paper 3 modern depth study. This 
booklet covers: 

• Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917-41 (1HI0/30) 
• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 (1HI0/31) 
• Mao’s China, 1945–76 (1HI0/32) 
• The USA 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad (1HI0/33). 

The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show 
the application of the mark schemes in the GCSE History assessment. 

Paper 3 is divided into: 

• Section A – Q1–2  
• Section B – Q3.  

The examination paper:  

• is 1 hour and 20 minutes in duration 
• is marked out of 52 marks 
• is worth 30% of the qualification 
• covers AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. There are also four marks awarded for 

SPaGST. 

The structure of the question paper is as follows: 

 Total 
marks AO Question description Example question stem 

Section A 

1 4 AO3 Making inferences from 
sources 

Give two things you can infer from 
Source A about… 

2 12 
AO1 
AO2 

Explanation of causation  

Explain why… 
You may use the following in your 
answer. 
+ two stimulus points 

Section B 

3(a) 8 AO3 Evaluation of source utility How useful are Sources B and C 
for an enquiry into…? 

3(b) 4 AO4 Analysis of interpretations for 
difference of view 

What is the main difference 
between the views? 

3(c) 4 AO4 Explanation of a reason for a 
difference of view  

Suggest one reason why 
Interpretations 1 and 2 give 
different views about… 

3(d) 16 + 4 
SPaG AO4 Evaluation of a historical 

interpretation 
How far do you agree with 
Interpretation [1/2] about…? 
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The question papers provide answer spaces to give guidance as to the 
maximum length of response that might be expected (although candidates 
may use more space).  

Structured space is provided for Q1, and stimulus points are provided for Q2 to 
help candidates to link the question asked with the material they have studied. 
However, students do not have to use the stimulus material provided. 
 
The question papers, mark schemes and examiner reports for Paper 3 for this 
series can be found on the Edexcel website here. 

The exemplars in this file first appeared in the Paper 3 pre-recorded feedback 
event. The event, with full sets of the exemplars from the four options, is 
available on the Edexcel website here. 

 

Assessment Objectives 

AO1 
35% 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and 
characteristics of the periods studied. 

AO2 
35% 

Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order 
historical concepts*. 

AO3 
15% 

Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make 
substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied. 

AO4 
15% 

Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations 
(including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical 
events studied. 

 

The average marks on each question across the four options was: 
 Total 30 31 32 33 
Q1 4 2.88 2.84 3.09 2.98 
Q2 12 7.55 5.97 5.81 4.88 
Q3a 8 4.72 3.97 4.32 3.88 
Q3b 4 3.41 3.07 2.90 2.73 
Q3c 4 1.83 1.67 1.70 1.44 
Q3d 16 8.47 6.48 7.17 6.51 
Q3d SPaG 4 3.16 2.41 2.39 2.45 
Total 52 32.02 26.41 27.38 24.87 

 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2019&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FOption-30&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FOption-31&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FOption-32&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FOption-33
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk/pre-recorded-training.html?QualFamily=GCSE&QualSubject=History
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Question 1 
 
Question overview 
 
This question requires candidates to make supported inferences related to a 
specific enquiry. 
 
Option 31 (Weimar and Nazi Germany) 
 
In the June 2019 series the enquiry on this paper was into the reasons for the 
early development of the Nazi Party. 
 
Most candidates were able to provide two supported inferences about the early 
development of the Nazi Party. No marks were awarded for inferences which 
merely paraphrased the source or ignored the focus of the enquiry. 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A 

 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded 4 marks.  
The candidate has provided valid inferences with support from the source. The 
first and second inferences are both valid and have appropriate support from 
the source.  

The second mark for each inference was gained by identifying the part of the 
source on which the inference was based. 
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Candidate B 

 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded 2 marks.  
The first inference did gain credit – even though it is written in quite informal 
language – as it does give a sense of the scale or speed of growth in numbers, 
but the second inference was not credited.  

Essentially, the second attempted inference is simply comprehension of the 
source and does not meet the question target. If an attempted inference is not 
valid, then a mark cannot be awarded for the supporting information. 
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Question 2 
 
Question overview 
This question requires extended writing, demonstrating the skill of analysis, 
supported by relevant factual detail (AO1/AO2).  

Option 33 (The USA) 
Question 2 is always a causation question asking ‘Explain why’. In the June 
2019 series, this was on why the US involvement in the Vietnam War changed 
under President Nixon. 

It is important that candidates respond to the specific question set. In this case 
many candidates approached this question by describing the provided stimulus 
material rather than focusing on why involvement changed. Candidates do not 
need to prioritise factors, since they are not required to make a judgement. 

Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A 
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Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 2 - 8 marks.  
AO2 – an explanation is give showing limited analysis, but a line of reasoning 
is not sustained. The answer tends to focus on how the involvement changed, 
rather than why (L2). 

AO1 – accurate and relevant information included showing good knowledge 
and understanding of the period (L3 secure). 

Overall ‘best-fit’ mark Level 2 – 8 marks. The answer has achieved Level 2 in 
both AOs and Level 3 securely in AO1, so the best fit is 8 marks. 
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Option 31 (Weimar and Nazi Germany) 
 
In the June 2019 series, this question was on why the Nazis were able to 
create a police state in the years 1933–39.  
 
It is important that candidates respond to the specific question set. Some 
candidates approached this question by considering the general Nazi approach 
to political control without linking this information to the formation of a police 
state. Candidates do not need to prioritise factors, since they are not required 
to make a judgement. 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate B 
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Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 3 - 9 marks.  
The analysis is mainly directed at the focus of the question and the line of 
reason is generally sustained and is placed in Level 3 for AO2. 

The knowledge goes beyond the stimulus points and is good, rather than wide-
ranging and, again, is placed in Level 3 for AO1.  

The answer securely achieves both elements of Level 3 so a mark at the top of 
the Level must be awarded – 9 marks. 
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Option 30 (Russia and the Soviet Union) 
 
Question 2 is always a causation question asking ‘Explain why’. In the June 
2019 paper, this was on why there was a revolution in February 1917. 
 
It is important that candidates respond to the specific question set. Many 
candidates approached this question without considering the specifics of 
February 1917, as stated in the question. Candidates do not need to prioritise 
factors, since they are not required to make a judgement. 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate C 
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Examiner Commentary 

This response was awarded Level 3 - 7 marks.  
AO2 – There is evidence of explanation with some analysis mainly directed at 
the conceptual focus. The line of reasoning generally sustained, though this 
mainly comes at the end (L3 weak). 

AO1 – There is accurate and relevant information included showing some 
knowledge and understanding of the period. Quite a lot of information about 
generalised discontent rather than reasons for the revolution breaking out in 
February 1917 (L2 secure). 

The candidate has achieved Level 2 for both AOs and has also achieved Level 3 
for AO2, albeit weakly. Overall this response is a ‘best-fit’ Level 3 – 7 marks. 
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Question 3(a) 
 
Question overview 
 
Questions 3a–3d form a package in the form of an enquiry that assesses AO3 
and AO4.  
 
It should be remembered that question 3(a) asks about the usefulness of each 
source, not how reliable they are; unreliable content can still be useful. The 
three elements of source content, provenance and own knowledge should be 
considered in the process of making an overall judgement about the usefulness 
of each source. There is no requirement to compare the sources and no marks 
are available to reward such comparisons. Levels are decided for each source 
then the principles of ‘best fit’ are applied overall. 
 
Option 31 (Weimar and Nazi Germany) 
 
In the June 2019 paper, the enquiry was about the achievements of Nazi 
policies towards women. 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A 
 

 



 

24 

 
 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 3 - 7 marks.  
Source B 
The judgement based takes into account how the provenance affects the 
usefulness of the source content (L3) and the source is analysed to support 
reasoning about its utility (L3). In addition, the contextual knowledge used in 
the process of interpreting the source is placed in Level 3. 

Source C 
The candidate begins to examine how the provenance affects the usefulness of 
the content (L3 weak). There is some analysis of the content to support 
comments on utility but focus on what is missing does not advance points 
being made (L3 weak). The contextual knowledge is used directly to support a 
comment on the utility of the source, with some attempt to use it to interpret 
the source (L2). 

Overall this response is a ‘best-fit’ Level 3 – 7 marks. 
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Option 33 (The USA) 
 
In the June 2019 paper, the enquiry was about the achievements of the civil 
rights movement in the years 1960–65. 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate B 
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Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 2 - 4 marks.  
Source B  
The judgement based on content (L2) and there is comprehension and some 
analysis shown by selection of material to support comments on utility (L2 
weak). There is limited contextual knowledge deployed with links to the 
sources (L1 weak). 

Source C  
The candidate uses simple judgement on utility given which is supported by 
undeveloped comment on the content of the source (L1). There is simple 
comprehension shown by the selection and use of material to support 
comments on their utility (L1). There is limited contextual knowledge deployed 
with links to the sources (L1). 

Overall ‘best-fit’ mark Level 2 – 4 marks. The answer has to be Level 2 as 
there are some Level 2 elements awarded, but it is mid-Level 2. 
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Option 30 (Russia) 
 
In the June 2019 paper, the enquiry is about the achievements of the Five-
Year Plans. 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate C 
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Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 3 - 8 marks.  
Source B  
The judgement is based on typicality showing how the provenance affects the 
utility of the content (L3) and the source is analysed to support reasoning 
about its utility (L3). Contextual knowledge used directly to support comments 
on the usefulness of the content of the source (L3). 

Source C  
The judgement shows how the provenance affects the utility of the content 
(L3) and the source is analysed to support reasoning about its utility (L3). 
Contextual knowledge used directly to support comments on the usefulness of 
the content of the source (L3). 

Overall ‘best-fit’ Level 3 – 8 marks. 
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Question 3(b) 
 
Question overview 
 
This question is designed to allow students to demonstrate an understanding 
of how interpretations differ. 
 
Option 31 (Weimar and Nazi Germany) 
 
In the June 2019 paper, the candidates were asked to state the main 
difference between the views in the interpretations about Nazi policies towards 
women. 
 
The vast majority of candidates identified a difference and supported it with 
detail from each interpretation. 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A 
 

 
 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 2 - 4 marks.  
The candidate achieves full marks as they state a difference and provide 
support for this from the interpretations. 
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Option 32 (Mao’s China) 
 
In the June 2019 paper, the candidates were asked to state the main 
difference between the views in the interpretations about the effects of the 
Cultural Revolution. 
 
The vast majority of candidates identified a difference and supported it with 
detail from each interpretation. 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate B 
 

 
 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 2 - 4 marks.  
The candidate achieves full marks as they state a difference and provide 
support for this from the interpretations. 
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Question 3(c) 
 
Question overview 
In question 3(c) candidates are expected to suggest one reason for the 
differences in view identified in 3(b). Merely repeating the answer given for 
3(b) does not address the conceptual focus of 3(c). 

Candidates need to suggest a reason for the difference. This may be the 
weight given to different sources by, or the approach of (e.g. political or 
social), the historian. If the candidate is able to substantiate this suggestion, 
then the answer can be awarded full marks. Better responses often used 
Sources B and C to explain effectively. 
 
Option 30 (Russia) 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A 
 

 
 
 
Examiner Commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 2 - 4 marks.  
The candidate full marks as they provided an explanation of a reason for the 
difference in view. In this case, the reason was that the authors had given 
weight to different evidence. It also substantiated this explanation with 
examples from the sources. 
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Option 31 (Weimar and Nazi Germany) 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate B 
 

 
 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 1 - 2 marks.  
The candidate provides an explanation for difference in view. In this case, the 
reason was that the authors had given weight to different sources. However, 
the candidate has not provided the effective substantiation required for Level 2 
marks. 
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Question 3(d) 
 
Question overview 
 
Question 3(d) assesses AO4 analysis and evaluation of interpretations. The 
mark scheme Level Descriptors have three strands: 
 

• evaluation and judgement of the given interpretation 
• analysis of the provided material, i.e. the 2 interpretations 
• deployment of contextual knowledge to support the evaluation.  

 
Option 31 (Weimar and Nazi Germany) 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A 
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Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 4 - 16 marks.  
There is explained evaluation reviewing the alternative views in coming to a 
substantiated judgement.  An overall judgement is justified and the line of 
reasoning is coherent, sustained and logically structured (L4 secure). 

This is supported by good analysis of the interpretations indicating difference 
of view and deploying this to support the evaluation (L4 secure). 

There is also relevant contextual knowledge used directly to support the 
evaluation (L4 secure). 

Overall, the response gains a ‘best-fit’ mark of Level 4 -16 marks. The SPaG 
gains 4. Level 4 has been achieved in all strands. 
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Option 32 (Mao’s China) 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate B 
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Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 3 – 11 marks.  
There is an explained evaluation of the interpretation. The conclusion provides 
a balanced argument and the line of reasoning is generally sustained 
throughout the answer (L3). 

The analysis of Interpretation 2 is quite strong, but it is not fully developed for 
Interpretation 1 although the candidate does indicate a difference of view (L3 
weak). 

Knowledge is used effectively in some places but in others it tends to lead the 
argument rather than being used in support of the analysis (L3). 

Overall ‘best-fit’ mark Level 3 – 11, SPaG 4. 
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Option 33 (The USA) 
 
Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate C 
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Examiner commentary 
 
This response was awarded Level 2 - 7 marks.  
The candidate states the two interpretations and decides with which one to 
agree, with valid evaluative comment (L2). 

The analysis of interpretations is limited as the candidate has not really 
engaged with them (L1). There is relevant contextual knowledge which is used 
directly to support the evaluation (L3 secure). 

Overall ‘best-fit’ mark Level 2 – 7 marks. 

 


