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Introduction 
 
This exemplar booklet has been created using student responses from the 
summer 2019 examination in GCSE History Paper 2.  This booklet covers: 

• British depth study B4 Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88 
• British depth study B1 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88. 

The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show 
the application of the mark schemes in the GCSE History assessment. 

Paper 2 is divided into two booklets: 

• Booklet P – Period study – Q1–3 
• Booklet B – British depth study – Q1(a)–(c). 

The examination paper:  

• is 1 hour and 45 minutes in duration.  
• is marked out of 64 marks with 32 marks available per option.  
• is worth 40% of the qualification.  
• covers AO1 and AO2. 

The structure of the question paper is as follows: 

 Total 
marks AO Question description Example question stem 

Booklet P: Period study 

1 8 
AO1  
AO2 

Explanation of 
consequences Explain two consequences of… 

2 8 
AO1 
AO2 

Writing an analytical 
narrative 

Write a narrative account analysing… 
You may use the following in your 
answer. 
+ two stimulus points 

3 16 
AO1 
AO2 

Explanation of importance 
Explain two of the following: 
The importance of... 

Booklet B: British depth study 

1(a) 4 AO1 Description of key features Describe two features of… 

1(b) 12 
AO1 
AO2 

Explanation of causation  

Explain why… 
You may use the following in your 
answer. 
+ two stimulus points 

1(c) 16 
AO1 
AO2 

Judgement relating to one 
of the following: causation, 
consequence, change, 
continuity, significance, 
similarity and difference 

[‘Statement.’] How far do you agree? 
Explain your answer. 
You may use the following in your 
answer. 
+ two stimulus points 
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The Period study and British depth study are worth 32 marks each, so students 
may wish to allocate 50 minutes for each area of study and five minutes to 
check their responses. 

The question papers provide answer spaces to give guidance as to the 
maximum length of response that might be expected (although candidates 
may use more space).  

In Booklet B, structured space is provided for Q1(a), and stimulus points are 
provided for Q1(b) and Q1(c) to help candidates to link the question asked 
with the material they have studied. However, students do not have to use the 
stimulus material provided. 
 
The question papers, mark schemes and examiner reports for Booklet B for 
this series can be found on the Edexcel website here. 

 

Assessment Objectives 

NB: AO3 and AO4 do not appear on Paper 2. 

AO1 
35% 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and 
characteristics of the periods studied. 

AO2 
35% 

Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order 
historical concepts*. 

AO3 
15% 

Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make 
substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied. 

AO4 
15% 

Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations 
(including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical 
events studied. 

 

The average marks on each question across the five options was: 
 Total B1 B2 B3 B4 
Q1(a) 4 3.14 2.34 1.63 2.24 
Q1(b) 12 5.88 6.17 5.77 4.47 
Q1(c)(i) 16 8.82 9.64 7.65 7.92 
Q1(c)(ii) 16 6.44 8.76 7.24 8.08 
Total 32 16.65 17.71 14.85 14.71 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FPaper-B1&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FPaper-B2&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FPaper-B3&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FPaper-B4&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2019
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Question 1(a) 
 
Question 1(a) targets AO1 only and is a points-based question. 

Candidates should identify a characteristic of the topic and, having identified a 
feature, they should add a further detail which will explain the feature or 
provide context.  

To gain the full 4 marks, it is important that candidates understand that the 
details for each feature identified need to be connected to the feature.  
Responses which only provide four disparate facts will be limited to a 
maximum of two marks. 

The examples below are taken from B4 Early Elizabethan England and 
candidates were asked to describe two features of the theatre in this period. 
 
Question: 

 
Mark scheme for Question 1(a): 
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Response A 

 
 
Examiner Commentary: 
 
This response was awarded 4 marks.  
The candidate has identified two key pieces of information relevant to the 
question and has provided supporting information, therefore this response 
scored 4 marks. 
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Response B 
 

 
 
 
Examiner commentary: 
 

This response was awarded 2 marks.  
The candidate has identified a key piece of information relevant to the question 
and has provided supporting information (Feature 1). 

However, Feature 2 is inaccurate so no marks were awarded for this feature, 
therefore this response scored 2 marks 
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Question 1(b) 
 
Question 1b is an ‘explain why’ question, and is scored out of 12 marks.  

The question targets the second-order concept of causation.  

The stimulus points are provided to act as prompts to remind candidates what 
they have studied. Use of the stimulus points is not compulsory, but where 
they are used, it should be noted that the mark scheme requires an additional 
aspect of content to be covered to reach the top of Levels 2 and 3 and for 
entry into Level 4.  

Levels are awarded for both AO2 (analysis of second-order concepts; 
causation) and AO1 (knowledge and understanding).  Question 1b is marked 
using ‘best fit’ against a levels of response mark scheme. 

 

The examples here are from B4 Early Elizabethan England. 

 
Question: 
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Mark Scheme for Question 1(b): 
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Response A: 
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Examiner Commentary: 
 
This response was awarded Level 4 – 12 marks.  
This response has well-explained analysis that is linked to the question. It is 
consistently focused and is coherently organised with a line of reasoning 
evidenced. This put the response as Level 4 for AO2. 

The knowledge is wide-ranging and detailed. There are some small 
inaccuracies, but this doesn’t detract from the knowledge. This response was 
also placed in Level 4 for AO1.  

Three aspects of content have been covered. 

Although the answer includes a conclusion, there is no requirement for an 
evaluation of the causes, and the conclusion here neither adds value to, nor 
detracts, from the overall mark. 

Therefore, the overall mark was Level 4, 12 marks. 
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Response B: 
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Examiner commentary: 
 

This response was awarded Level 3 – 7 marks.  
This response has some analysis which is directed at the question. There is 
generally a sustained line of reasoning, although with limitations to the 
coherence and organisation of some passages.  Overall, the analysis is implicit, 
so this is in the lower end of Level 3 for AO2. 

There is relevant knowledge given, some of which is good, but the knowledge 
is not always secure, for example, ‘they had masons but no stone’ and ‘they 
had food, but it spoiled’. Again, this was placed at the lower end of Level 3 for 
AO1. 

Although three aspects of content have been covered, the quality of the AO1 
and AO2 response means that a ‘best-fit’ overall mark is awarded of Level 3 – 
7 marks. 

 



 

18 

Question 1(c)(i) and 1 (c)(ii) 
 
Question 1c is scored out of 16 marks. For Q1c, students have a choice 
between (i) and (ii), and the questions may target any second-order concept. 

The stimulus points should be useful reminders of relevant aspects of the 
issue. It should be noted that the stimulus points will usually relate to aspects 
of content rather than directly indicating a factor that should be included; their 
use is not compulsory. To achieve the highest mark in Level 2 and Level 3, and 
to achieve any mark in Level 4, there is a requirement for the response to 
address aspects of content beyond the stimulus points.   

This question tests AO1 (knowledge and understanding) and AO2 (analysis of 
second-order concepts) and is marked using ‘best fit’ against a levels of 
response mark scheme.  

The strands are the same as Q1(b), the 12-mark question, but with an 
additional AO2 requirement for judgement.  

This is the same approach as that used for the 16-mark question in Paper 1. 
However, Paper 2 Booklet B is a depth study whereas the Paper 1 Thematic 
Study is a study in breadth, and so nature of the information provided would 
be expected to reflect this. 

The (c)(i) examples shown are taken from B1 Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England and the (c)(ii) examples are from B4 Early Elizabethan England. 

 

Question 1(c)(i):  
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Mark Scheme for Question 1(c)(i): 
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Response A: 
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Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded Level 4 – 16 marks.  
This response gives an analytical explanation which is directed consistently at 
the conceptual focus of the question. There is a line of reasoning that is 
coherent, sustained and logically structured, therefore this is Level 4 for AO2. 

For AO1 there is accurate and relevant information which is precisely selected 
to address the question directly and the response shows wide-ranging 
knowledge and understanding, therefore this is Level 4 for AO1. 

For the second strand of AO2, the response processes and justifies the overall 
judgement made. Again, this is Level 4.  

This response meets all the criteria for Level 4 and is, therefore, awarded the 
full 16 marks available. 
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Response B: 

 



 

25 
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Examiner Commentary:  
 
This response was awarded Level 3 – 10 marks.  
This response gives an explanation showing some analysis which is mainly 
directed at the focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is 
generally sustained. Therefore, this is Level 3 for AO2. 

For AO1, accurate and relevant information is included showing some good 
knowledge and understanding, meaning this is also Level 3 for AO1. 

For the second strand of AO2, a judgement is given but the criteria are left 
implicit putting this is the lower end of Level 3.  

This response did not go beyond the stimulus points and the second strand of 
AO2 is at the lower end of Level 3, giving an overall mark of Level 3 – 10 
marks. 
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Mark scheme for 1 (c)(ii) 
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Response A: 
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Examiner Commentary: 
 
This response was awarded Level 4 – 13 marks.  
For AO2 there is good analysis showing how each event had a wider impact 
and thus was significant. There is some reliance on the narrative rather than 
analysis that is consistently directed at the focus of the question, therefore this 
is Level 3 for AO2. 

For AO1, there is accurate and relevant information which is precisely selected 
to address the question directly and the response shows wide-ranging 
knowledge and understanding, therefore this is Level 4 for AO1. 

For the second strand of AO2, there is an overall judgement given but not 
justified enough for Level 4, therefore Level 3 for AO2. Using ‘best-fit’ (L3, L4, 
L3), this response was awarded Level 4 – 13 marks. 
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Response B: 
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35 

Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded Level 3 – 11 marks.  
This response gives an explanation showing some analysis which is mainly 
directed at the focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is 
generally sustained but limited in coherence and organisation.  Therefore, this 
is Level 3 for AO2. 

For AO1, relevant information is included showing some good understanding, 
but some of the knowledge is a little confused and limited within Level 3. 
Therefore, AO1 is Level 3 – but not secure Level 3. 

For the second strand of AO2, a judgement is given with some justification, 
giving this Level 3. 

Overall, this response, although covering aspects of content beyond the 
stimulus points, is Level 3 – 11 marks.  

 

 


