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This exemplar booklet has been created using student responses from the
summer 2019 examination in GCSE History Paper 2. This booklet covers:

British depth study B4 Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88
British depth study B1 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060—88.

The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show
the application of the mark schemes in the GCSE History assessment.

Paper 2 is divided into two booklets:

Booklet P — Period study — Q1-3
Booklet B — British depth study — Q1(a)—(c).

The examination paper:

is 1 hour and 45 minutes in duration.

is marked out of 64 marks with 32 marks available per option.
is worth 40% of the qualification.
covers AO1 and AOZ2.

The structure of the question paper is as follows:

Total . A .
marks AO Question description Example question stem
Booklet P: Period study
AO1 i
1 8 Explanation of Explain two consequences of...
AO?2 | conseguences
Write a narrative account analysing...
> 8 AO1 | writing an analytical You may use the following in your
AO?2 | harrative answer.
+ two stimulus points
AO1 . . Explain two of the following:
3 16 Explanation of importance .
AO2 The importance of...
Booklet B: British depth study
1(a) 4 AO1 | Description of key features Describe two features of...
Explain why...
AO1 ing i
1(b) 12 Explanation of causation You may use the following in your
AO?2 answer.
+ two stimulus points
Judgement relating to one [‘Stat_ement.’] How far do you agree?
A0l | Of the following: causation, Explain your answer.
1(c) 16 AO2 consequence, change, You may use the following in your

continuity, significance,
similarity and difference

answer.
+ two stimulus points
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The Period study and British depth study are worth 32 marks each, so students
may wish to allocate 50 minutes for each area of study and five minutes to
check their responses.

The question papers provide answer spaces to give guidance as to the
maximum length of response that might be expected (although candidates
may use more space).

In Booklet B, structured space is provided for Ql(a), and stimulus points are
provided for Q1(b) and Q1(c) to help candidates to link the question asked
with the material they have studied. However, students do not have to use the
stimulus material provided.

The question papers, mark schemes and examiner reports for Booklet B for
this series can be found on the Edexcel website here.

Assessment Objectives
NB: AO3 and AO4 do not appear on Paper 2.

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and

35% characteristics of the periods studied.

AO2 Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order

35% historical concepts*.

AO3 Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make

15% substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied.

AO4 Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations

15% (including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical
events studied.

The average marks on each question across the five options was:

Total B1 B2 B3 B4
Q1(a) 4 3.14 2.34 1.63 2.24
Q1(b) 12 5.88 6.17 5.77 4.47
Q1(c)(i) 16 8.82 9.64 7.65 7.92
Q1(c)(ii) 16 6.44 8.76 7.24 8.08
Total 32 16.65 17.71 14.85 14.71



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FPaper-B1&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FPaper-B2&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FPaper-B3&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FPaper-B4&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2019
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Question 1(a)

Question 1(a) targets AO1 only and is a points-based question.

Candidates should identify a characteristic of the topic and, having identified a
feature, they should add a further detail which will explain the feature or
provide context.

To gain the full 4 marks, it is important that candidates understand that the
details for each feature identified need to be connected to the feature.
Responses which only provide four disparate facts will be limited to a
maximum of two marks.

The examples below are taken from B4 Early Elizabethan England and
candidates were asked to describe two features of the theatre in this period.

Question:

1 (a) Describe two features of the theatre in early Elizabethan England.

Mark scheme for Question 1(a):

Question

1 (a)

Describe two features of the theatre in early Elizabethan England.

Target: Knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period.
AO1: 4 marks.

Marking instructions

e.g.

(1).

Award one mark for each valid feature identified up to a maximum of two features. The second mark
should be awarded for supporting information.

* Going to the theatre became a popular pastime in Elizabethan England (1), it led to the building of
many new theatres, e.g. The Theatre at Shoreditch (1).

+ Theatres included a standing area called the pit (1), poor people stood to watch the performance

« Only men were allowed to act in the theatre (1), boys played the roles of women (1).

Accept other appropriate features and supporting information.




Response A

( Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 j

Answer Question 1(a), Question 1(b) and EITHER Question 1(c){i) OR Question 1{c)(ii).

1 (a) Describe two features of the theatre in early Elizabethan England.
(4)

Feature 1

e AL RN LWL CAUSALY.. AAFT HALS. ;. M0 LUl S ULy .............

Feature 2

e A SO LA, SRS 0B JOLLT..... THA.. Qidbtr A B O DW..........
........ g ML AW L. frrafth VAU O ANL NG .............

Examiner Commentary:




Response B

( Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 )

Answer Question 1(a), Question 1 (b) and EITHER Question 1(c)(i) OR Question 1(c)(i.
1 (a) Describe two features of the theatre in early Elizabethan England.

(4)

Feature 1

I Om. ...... @-MJ&'M S S ﬂu.a’.‘l.a, r-S g 110{% EL :

mmmmmﬂmgwm

Feature 2

B

fmw_

Examiner commentary:
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Question 1(b)

Question 1b is an ‘explain why’ question, and is scored out of 12 marks.
The question targets the second-order concept of causation.

The stimulus points are provided to act as prompts to remind candidates what
they have studied. Use of the stimulus points is not compulsory, but where
they are used, it should be noted that the mark scheme requires an additional
aspect of content to be covered to reach the top of Levels 2 and 3 and for
entry into Level 4.

Levels are awarded for both AO2 (analysis of second-order concepts;
causation) and AO1 (knowledge and understanding). Question 1b is marked
using ‘best fit’ against a levels of response mark scheme.

The examples here are from B4 Early Elizabethan England.

Question:

(b) Explain why Raleigh’s first colony in Virginia failed.

You may use the following in your answer:

+ the native Algonquians
+ damage to the ship, The Tiger

You must also use information of your own.

10
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Mark Scheme for Question 1(b):

Question

1 (b) Explain why Raleigh’s first colony in Virginia failed.
You may use the following in your answer:
« the native Algonquians
« damage to the ship, The Tiger
You must also use information of your own.

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: causation [AO2];

Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AO1].

AO2: 6 marks.

AO1: 6 marks.

Level Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

1 1-3 e A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development and
organisation. [AO2]

e Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AO1]

2 4-6 s An explanation is given showing limited analysis and with implicit or
unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the question. It shows some
development and organisation of material, but a line of reasoning is not
sustained. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AOQ1]

Maximum 5 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted

by the stimulus points.

3 7-9 e An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is mainly directed at the
conceptual focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is generally
sustained, although some passages may lack coherence and organisation.
[AD2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[AD1]

Maximum 8 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted

by the stimulus points.

4 10-12 s An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at the
conceptual focus of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is coherent,
sustained and logically structured. [AO2]

s Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected to address the question
directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the required
features or characteristics of the period studied. [AOQ1]

No access to Level 4 for answers which do not go beyond aspects prompted by

the stimulus points.

11



Response A:

(b) Explain why Raleigh's first colony in Virginia failed.
(12)

You may use the following in your answer:

+  the native Algonquians
- damage to the ship, The Tiger

You must also use information of your own.

One. reaﬁonwhguﬂa\u el

colon&jmwrglmﬂf-mte TVT6 S
econse  of  domaQe. ‘o one of .

o
Ak
1
()
T

ot trere . wWOS o lock of Pood.
i w0s m.m..e,.._._._...ms:.’.u:.s..e_.._....._.nx\_}.._._....m..a_._..Em.!:_._.
4hat  they  had left  too  late
n.kne yeQr Lo plant. crops.,. ...
Ahecefore.... muawe*m_&afﬂerﬁm__
ecome  dependent. _on the  NonvesS,
..... ma;h...,_._m%...,.q.mmﬁ.i:_.r;lnﬂl:},.._.qnerg.:i_e..c:h_..,.._..Eo.c:d...L_"__.___.._...,
NS CcOVLS e thhe NOotive. ngam.qpﬂm
fo. dislike.  tne colonists , and. the .
stuotion. . wos  made. . worse. by .
e  norves e L.i.gﬁ.u.}@.ma ............ ok the

..ﬁn%‘gﬁh..._.....m.sax:e_.._...c.ur:agﬁ ......... OS.. tha%ho,d ______ br £
..... new.  Aiseoses  Suth _as  smallpox oand
meas\es ko the . noTives. This. . .meont
..... 2ok _the  nDobwes led SOme ...
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....... oftacks .agairst. . the colonists,
Land. . ulbimotely. bﬂlpg;;i ,,,,,,, lead  to.
The folllre  of Tthe colonu.-
P Maoreover. ., .anothec  reosOn. . the
..... colony in.. Roonoake & 1585 faled
WS .m,.,because. if_ﬁpﬂﬂt e == o -
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_them..cc:»l.omﬁ mm were oo —-MANLA
merchants . and. . soldlersSe Lono
_____ ANt Hmu:h&u)*-omfarmand
..... Yn gremaatsomtﬁnm%*n,_
_SStoremQsonsS. . e  bu\d o  fort TS
Aeft  _the. . m_mn..sj ............ vulneroble,  xo .
_______ ottoChS . Therefore , o .. .main._ reason.
. the . colony... = ,c:uk..e;i LA me
_unsuitable  mix G%. ............. PeOR\R
Furthhermore , another  ceason
En &_.____GQLQIJ}_.} failed . wos. . _pbecovse.
......... Ema Lond. . wAS ok wac. _with Span. .
Elizobeth T adidnt _wont o
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-5ena.. shigs +o . resupPly . e
colonets  becoLse  sShe . uasS.. pr@poﬁh
Yo fighnt the  Spaosh. fArmada (98D
This.. meont  +hat  the coloni®tS
LNoa-.very. \wifle  support  from. .
f’:ngkand . ﬁeumrg They. E,\JE*rrtLAC:i\k\,j
obanooned  the . colonNGy..
o _conclude. ,othere were o
var( th of.  regsONS whg e
—.attempt. o . colonise . Vikginia (0 {935 .
_foled, Nowever  tnis. sdd. oy the
foumdorions . for. the eventuol . creotrion.
K Tamestown Lle0F . .ond.. €ngland’s
A3, ..Ccolomes .. bg. _We  end Of e (FE

Examiner Commentary:

This response was awarded Level 4 — 12 marks.

This response has well-explained analysis that is linked to the question. It is
consistently focused and is coherently organised with a line of reasoning
evidenced. This put the response as Level 4 for AO2.

The knowledge is wide-ranging and detailed. There are some small
inaccuracies, but this doesn’t detract from the knowledge. This response was
also placed in Level 4 for AO1.

Three aspects of content have been covered.

Although the answer includes a conclusion, there is no requirement for an
evaluation of the causes, and the conclusion here neither adds value to, nor
detracts, from the overall mark.

Therefore, the overall mark was Level 4, 12 marks.

14



Response B:

You may use the following in your answer: \ e A

_ Algonquians — FAGans  bord o oAty Suppaus

. f:"f;mm"'n‘i - S o™ swm A
- of food - ook VR Qe £ dnprotian, No Shrndmnsons

must also use information of your own. [ Bder pok R alBigh

RONIGA'S gk catoruly o Viryinbe  gorhid
dcourse oy dhe.  adiied  Algenaitons, TAY nesid
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Examiner commentary:

This response was awarded Level 3 — 7 marks.

This response has some analysis which is directed at the question. There is
generally a sustained line of reasoning, although with limitations to the
coherence and organisation of some passages. Overall, the analysis is implicit,
so this is in the lower end of Level 3 for AO2.

There is relevant knowledge given, some of which is good, but the knowledge
is not always secure, for example, ‘they had masons but no stone’ and ‘they
had food, but it spoiled’. Again, this was placed at the lower end of Level 3 for
AO1.

Although three aspects of content have been covered, the quality of the AO1
and AO2 response means that a ‘best-fit’ overall mark is awarded of Level 3 —
7 marks.

17
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Question 1(c) (i) and 1 (c)(ii)

Question 1c is scored out of 16 marks. For Q1c, students have a choice
between (i) and (ii), and the questions may target any second-order concept.

The stimulus points should be useful reminders of relevant aspects of the
issue. It should be noted that the stimulus points will usually relate to aspects
of content rather than directly indicating a factor that should be included; their
use is not compulsory. To achieve the highest mark in Level 2 and Level 3, and
to achieve any mark in Level 4, there is a requirement for the response to
address aspects of content beyond the stimulus points.

This question tests AO1 (knowledge and understanding) and AO2 (analysis of
second-order concepts) and is marked using ‘best fit’ against a levels of
response mark scheme.

The strands are the same as Q1(b), the 12-mark question, but with an
additional AO2 requirement for judgement.

This is the same approach as that used for the 16-mark question in Paper 1.
However, Paper 2 Booklet B is a depth study whereas the Paper 1 Thematic

Study is a study in breadth, and so nature of the information provided would
be expected to reflect this.

The (c)(i) examples shown are taken from B1 Anglo-Saxon and Norman
England and the (c)(ii) examples are from B4 Early Elizabethan England.

Question 1(c)(i):

(c) (i) ‘The late arrival of the Danes was the main reason for the failure of the Revolt
of the Earls (1075)!

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

You may use the following in your answer:

Danish fleet
Waltheof, Earl of Northumbria

You must also use information of your own.

18
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Mark Scheme for Question 1(c)(i):

Question

1 (c) (i) 'The late arrival of the Danes was the main reason for the failure of the Revolt of
the Earls (1075).' How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

You may use the following in your answer:
» Danish fleet
»  Waltheof, Earl of Northumbria

You must also use information of your own.

Target: Analysis and evaluation of second order concepts: causation [AO2];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AO1].

AO2: 10 marks.

AO1: 6 marks.

Level Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

e A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development and organisation.
[AO2]

e Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AO1]
+ The overall judgement is missing or asserted. [A02]

An explanation is given showing limited analysis and with implicit or
unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the question. It shows some
development and organisation of material, but a line of reasoning is not
sustained. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AO1]

e The overall judgement is given but its justification is asserted or insecure. [AO2]

Maximum 7 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted
by the stimulus points.

« An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is mainly directed at the
conceptual focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is generally
sustained, although some passages may lack coherence and organisation.

[AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[AD1]

+ The overall judgement is given with some justification, but some criteria
selected for the required judgement are left implicit or not validly applied. [AO2]

Maximum 11 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted
by the stimulus points.

4 13-16 e An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at the

conceptual focus of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is coherent,
sustained and logically structured. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected to address the question
directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the required
features or characteristics of the period studied. [AO1]

« Criteria for the required judgement are justified and applied in the process of
reaching the overall judgement. [AOQ2]

No access to Level 4 for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by the
stimulus points.

19



Response A:
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [E If you change your
mind, put a line through the box 8 and then indicate your new question with a cross [E.

Chosen question number: Question 1(c)(i) B  Question 1{c)(H)
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Canted  Yine 'E.w’@f,_c:-mlu o 1'-:;:;_ 'u.'.l-,"-.,-t.-te,{f‘rf.li_m
l'btlr-nﬂ "I:"Ir-xt.j ‘ot come o kwﬂu Y\ ctal "ﬁ\is' Canrfe d

Vhe  Fuwoilr of Ve Eets= Gy Fodds

ﬂl‘-.-.ic-‘u\j Bl due \rn _LJu.'L*erlf.

Examiner commentary:

This response was awarded Level 4 — 16 marks.

This response gives an analytical explanation which is directed consistently at
the conceptual focus of the question. There is a line of reasoning that is
coherent, sustained and logically structured, therefore this is Level 4 for AO2.

For AO1 there is accurate and relevant information which is precisely selected
to address the question directly and the response shows wide-ranging
knowledge and understanding, therefore this is Level 4 for AO1.

For the second strand of AO2, the response processes and justifies the overall
judgement made. Again, this is Level 4.

This response meets all the criteria for Level 4 and is, therefore, awarded the
full 16 marks available.

23



.Rgponse B:

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box B If you change your
| mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [E

. Chosen question number: Question 1c)i)] B Question 1(c)(ii) £
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Examiner Commentary:

This response was awarded Level 3 — 10 marks.

This response gives an explanation showing some analysis which is mainly
directed at the focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is
generally sustained. Therefore, this is Level 3 for AO2.

For AO1, accurate and relevant information is included showing some good
knowledge and understanding, meaning this is also Level 3 for AO1.

For the second strand of AO2, a judgement is given but the criteria are left
implicit putting this is the lower end of Level 3.

This response did not go beyond the stimulus points and the second strand of
AOZ2 is at the lower end of Level 3, giving an overall mark of Level 3 — 10
marks.
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Mark scheme for 1 (c)(ii)

Question

1 (c) (i1) 'Drake’s most significant achievement, in the years 1558-88, was the raid on
Cadiz.” How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

You may use the following in your answer:
« 'singeing the King of Spain’s beard’
. privateering

You must also use information of your own.

Target: Analysis and evaluation of second order concepts: significance [AO2];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AO1].

AO2: 10 marks.

AO1: 6 marks.

Mark Descriptor

0 Mo rewardable material.

* A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development and
organisation. [AO2]

s Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AD1]

& The overall judgement is missing or asserted. [AO2]

An explanation is given showing limited analysis and with implicit or
unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the question. It shows some
development and organisation of material, but a line of reasoning is not
sustained. [AO2]

s Accurate and relevant information is included, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AO1]

o The overall judgement is given but its justification is asserted or insecure.
[AO2]

Maximum 7 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond aspects
prompted by the stimulus points.

* An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is mainly directed at
the conceptual focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is
generally sustained, although some passages may lack coherence and
organisation. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period
studied. [AO1]

s The overall judgement is given with some justification, but some criteria
selected for the required judgement are left implicit or not validly applied.
[AD2]

Maximum 11 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond aspects
prompted by the stimulus points.

4 13-16 & An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at the

conceptual focus of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is
coherent, sustained and logically structured. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected to address the
question directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of
the required features or characteristics of the period studied. [AO1]

e Criteria for the required judgement are justified and applied in the process
of reaching the overall judgement. [AO2]

No access to Level 4 for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by
the stimulus points.
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Response A:
I;I

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [ If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross B
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Examiner Commentary:

This response was awarded Level 4 — 13 marks.

For AO2 there is good analysis showing how each event had a wider impact
and thus was significant. There is some reliance on the narrative rather than
analysis that is consistently directed at the focus of the question, therefore this
is Level 3 for AO2.

For AO1, there is accurate and relevant information which is precisely selected
to address the question directly and the response shows wide-ranging
knowledge and understanding, therefore this is Level 4 for AO1.

For the second strand of AO2, there is an overall judgement given but not
justified enough for Level 4, therefore Level 3 for AO2. Using ‘best-fit’ (L3, L4,
L3), this response was awarded Level 4 — 13 marks.
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Response B:

T

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the baox . If change
mind, put a line through the box & and then hﬂﬁﬁmmmw:i-lmlﬂ
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Examiner commentary:

This response was awarded Level 3 — 11 marks.

This response gives an explanation showing some analysis which is mainly
directed at the focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is
generally sustained but limited in coherence and organisation. Therefore, this
is Level 3 for AOZ2.

For AO1, relevant information is included showing some good understanding,
but some of the knowledge is a little confused and limited within Level 3.
Therefore, AO1 is Level 3 — but not secure Level 3.

For the second strand of AO2, a judgement is given with some justification,
giving this Level 3.

Overall, this response, although covering aspects of content beyond the
stimulus points, is Level 3 — 11 marks.
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