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Introduction 
 
This exemplar booklet has been created using student responses from the 
summer 2019 examination in GCSE History Paper 1.  This booklet covers: 

• Option 10 (1HI0/10): Crime and Punishment in Britain, c1000–present 
and Whitechapel c1870–1900: crime, policing and the inner city. 

• Option 11 (1HI0/11): Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The 
British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the 
trenches. 

• Option 12 (1HI0/12): Warfare and British society, c1250–present and 
London and the Second World War, 1939–45. 

The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show 
the application of the mark schemes in the GCSE History assessment. 

Paper 1 is divided into: 

• Section A (Q1–2b) – Historic Environment. 
• Section B (Q3–5/6) – Thematic Study.  

The examination paper:  

• is 1 hour and 15 minutes in duration.  
• is marked out of 52 marks.  
• is worth 30% of the qualification.  
• covers AO1, AO2 and AO3. 

The structure of the question paper is as follows: 

 Total 
marks AO Question description Example question stem 

Section A: historic environment 

1 4 AO1 Description of features Describe two features of…  

2(a) 8 AO3 Analysis and evaluation of 
source utility 

How useful are Sources A and B 
for an enquiry into…? 

2(b) 4 AO3 Framing historical questions How could you follow up Source 
[A/B] to find out more about…? 

Section B: thematic study 

3 4 AO1/ 
AO2 

Comparison of similarity and/or 
difference (over time) 

Explain one way in which xxxx 
was similar to yyyy 

4 12 AO1/ 
AO2 

Explanation of the process of 
change 

Explain why… 
+ two stimulus points 

5/6 16 +  
4 SPaG 

AO1/ 
AO2 

Judgement relating to one of 
the following: 
the extent of change; patterns 
of change; process of change; 
impact of change 

‘[Statement.]’ How far do you 
agree? Explain your answer. 
+ two stimulus points  
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The question papers provided answer spaces to give guidance as to the 
maximum length of response that might be expected (although candidates 
may use more space).  

Tables and structured spaces are provided for some question types (Q1 and 
Q2b) and stimulus points are provided as prompts on higher-tariff questions 
(Q4 and Q5/6). 

The questions used are Q2a, 2b from Section A, and Q4, 5 and 6 from  
Section B. The questions exemplify the AO3 source-based questions in  
Section A and AO1/AO2 extended writing judgement questions (Q5/6) in 
Section B. 

In this exemplars document, the sources for Q2a–b and indicative mark 
schemes for all levels-based questions are not provided, so please refer to the 
relevant question paper and mark scheme, which can be found along with the 
examiner reports here. 

 

Assessment Objectives 
NB: AO4 does not appear on Paper 1. 

AO1 
35% 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and 
characteristics of the periods studied. 

AO2 
35% 

Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order 
historical concepts*. 

AO3 
15% 

Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make 
substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied. 

AO4 
15% 

Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations 
(including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical 
events studied. 

 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2019&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FOption-10&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FOption-11&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Unit%2FOption-12&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Format%2Fpdf
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Section A: Historic Environment 
Question 2(a) 
 
Question type: 
This is an 8-mark ‘source utility’ question. Candidates are required to analyse 
and evaluate the utility of two sources (AO3) in relation to a set specific 
enquiry.   

Criteria and application of the mark scheme for question 2 (a) is standardised 
across the three Paper 1 options; the focus of the specific enquiry varies.  The 
specific enquiries for the June 2019 series were as follows: 

Option 10 (Crime and Punishment) 
An enquiry into the link between poverty and crime in Whitechapel. 

Option 11 (Medicine) 
An enquiry into the work of the stretcher bearers on the Western Front. 

Option 12 (Warfare) 
An enquiry into morale in the East End of London during the Blitz. 
 
The question asks for a judgement on the usefulness of the sources for a 
specific enquiry.  In order to assess the usefulness of a source, the candidate 
needs to show how the content of the source would be used by the historian 
but also needs to take into account the nature/origin/purpose of the source 
and how this affects its usefulness.  Answers also need to be rooted in the 
context of the historic environment and to use contextual knowledge in the 
evaluation of the source’s usefulness. 

This is a single Assessment Objective but there are three strands within that 
objective. The key to a high-level response is that criteria relevant to an 
evaluation of the specific source (e.g. accuracy, reliability, limitations, 
knowledge of the author, special insights or valuable information) are selected 
and applied with valid reasoning and not simply asserted, and that content, 
provenance and context of the sources are considered together. Therefore, for 
Level 3, these strands should be linked; an answer which makes each point 
separately is likely to remain in Level 2.  Answers which do not demonstrate 
contextual knowledge of the time period cannot gain access to Level 3 and will 
not fulfil all of the criteria to reach the top of Level 2. 

 
Candidates are expected to use their contextual knowledge of the period as 
part of the process of evaluating the sources. Contextual details simply offered 
as information and not linked to the evaluation of the sources, will not be 
rewarded. Similarly, generic source comments which are not linked to source 
evaluation, will not be rewarded. 
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Question: 
 

 
 
Mark Scheme: 
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Candidate A (Crime): 
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Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded Level 3. 
The answer starts by establishing a direct link between Source A and the 
specific enquiry focus of the question.  A brief description of the content of 
Source A is used alongside the candidate’s supporting contextual knowledge to 
discuss the validity of the source content in relation to the enquiry.  The nature 
and provenance of the source are used to consider whether the newspaper 
article can be accepted at face value, with further supporting knowledge used 
to demonstrate the limitations of newspapers at the time. The assessment of 
Source A is Level 3. 

 

The content of Source B is assessed through a range of relevant and detailed 
supporting contextual knowledge which examines the social make up of 
Whitechapel through both Jewish and Irish immigration and violence towards 
prostitutes.  The nature and origin of Source B is carefully examined through 
understanding of the author Charles Booth and his intentions for producing the 
map.  A judgement about overall utility of this source is provided in the final 
comment. 
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Candidate B (Medicine): 
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Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded Level 3. 
The answer provides developed reasoning which takes into account how the 
provenance – in this instance the nature, origin and purpose of Source A – 
affects the utility of the source.  These criteria are applied throughout the 
written response to Source A leading to a number of judgements about its 
accuracy.  The content of the source is assessed through accurate and relevant 
supporting contextual knowledge. This part of the answer clearly meets all of 
the assessment criteria at Level 3. 

 

For Source B, accurate and relevant supporting contextual knowledge which 
demonstrates the dangers stretcher bearers found themselves in during the 
First World War is well used to assess the utility of the source content.  In 
addition, examination of provenance through valid criteria which match those 
used for Source A are applied.  This is a very strong response which 
demonstrates the application of Level 3 criteria for both sources throughout 
the answer.   

 

An overall mark at the top of Level 3 was awarded. 
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Candidate C (Crime): 
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Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded Level 2. 
The response opens with a valid judgement about utility in relation to specific 
enquiry.  This judgement is supported by some analysis of the source content 
and its provenance through applying the criteria of its nature and the impact 
this has on the utility of the source.  The response for Source A does not meet 
all of the criteria for Level 2 as there is no application of supporting contextual 
knowledge to assist forming comments on the utility of this source. 

In evaluating Source B the response provides a valid judgement about the 
utility of the source through its content, nature and origin.  There is good 
comprehension of the source content and the response makes a clear link 
between what is shown in the source and the specific enquiry focus.  There is 
some analysis of the provenance by considering the nature of the source and 
the problems this presents for its usefulness.  As with Source A, there is no 
supporting contextual knowledge to complete the analysis of Source B. 

As responses on both sources do not demonstrate the application of supporting 
contextual knowledge, neither passage fulfils the full criteria for Level 2.  
Therefore, this response was awarded mid-Level 2. 
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Candidate D (Medicine): 
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Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded Level 2. 
The analysis of Source A opens with a statement about the nature of the 
source.  There is no further development of provenance for Source A but is not 
required within Level 2 where candidates may address either content or 
provenance. There is selection of relevant source content to form some 
analysis of utility in relation to the work of the stretcher bearers on the 
Western Front, but this is done without the use of supporting contextual 
knowledge.  Instead the response provides surface level judgements which 
have been acquired from the source content; such as ‘terrifying’ and 
‘dangerous’. 

In analysing Source B, the response once again opens with a statement about 
the nature of the source.  There is evidence of understanding the source 
content in relation to the specific enquiry as the candidate describes the 
relevant parts of Source B and there is an attempt here to address how this 
impacts the utility of the source.  Similar to the first passage there is no 
explicit use of contextual knowledge to support these judgements. 

As responses on both sources do not demonstrate the application of supporting 
contextual knowledge, neither passage fulfils the full criteria for Level 2.   
Therefore, this response was awarded mid-Level 2. 
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Question 2(b) 
 
Question type: 
 
This is a 4 mark ‘source analysis’ question. Candidates are required to analyse 
one source (AO3) to frame historical questions related to a set specific enquiry.   

Criteria and application of the mark scheme for question 2(b) is standardised 
across the three Paper 1 options.  The enquiry focus for this question is 
replicated from question 2(a). Students are required to analyse only one of the 
two sources; here Source A for all three paper options.   

The four stages in this question should be seen as a package. The first two 
stages focus on the idea of the candidate acting as an historian following up an 
enquiry. In the first stage, one mark is given for identifying a detail from the 
source relevant to the enquiry. In the second stage, a second mark is given for 
a question arising from that detail linking it to the enquiry focus – here about 
the treatment of battle injuries. The mark scheme is explicit that the question 
in the second stage must be linked to the detail identified from the source, 
therefore if the answer to the first stage is not relevant, no mark can be given 
for the second stage, even if a valid question is posed. 

The third and fourth stages ask candidates to offer specific examples of how 
the enquiry should be followed up. They should be able to indicate a valid 
source to consult and to explain how the information located in that source 
would help to answer the question posed in the second stage. Candidates are 
expected to have knowledge of sources appropriate to the historic environment 
being studied, as indicated in the specification.  
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Question: 
 

 
 
Mark scheme: 
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Candidate A (Crime): 
 

 
 
Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded 4 marks. 
The candidate identifies a detail from Source A that is used to form the basis of 
a follow-up question and which links specifically to the detail of the focused 
enquiry on the link between poverty and crime in Whitechapel. 

In addition, the response identifies an appropriate source (Source B) to use in 
Charles Booth’s survey, which is both specific and relevant.  The candidate also 
suggests this may be used in conjunction with police records.  There is a really 
clear response as the how these sources would be helpful, in that they would 
allow for a comparison of poverty and crime, which links back to the original 
enquiry. 
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Candidate B (Medicine): 

 
 

Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded 4 marks. 
This answer identifies a detail from Source A that is used to form the basis of a 
follow-up question and which links specifically to the detail of the focused 
enquiry on the work of stretcher bearers on the Western Front in 1915 when 
the source was produced. 

The candidate goes on to identify an appropriate source to use as records from 
the dressing station, which is used to demonstrate how this would provide an 
idea of the number of soldiers processed at dressing stations which would 
provide some insight into the number of soldiers dealt with by stretcher 
bearers at this time. 
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Candidate C (Crime): 
 

 
Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded 0 marks. 
There is no relevant detail provided from Source A to link the question to, 
therefore no marks are awarded for either part here.  The type of source 
identified is H Division crime records.  As police records alone would not permit 
a historian to link crime rates to employment levels or poverty this is not a 
valid source on this occasion.  The follow-up statement on how this source may 
help answer the question does not provide specific detail to the question asked 
by the candidate.  Therefore, as this response fails to relate to the specific 
enquiry of the link between crime and poverty and not crime alone, there is no 
rewardable response. 
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Candidate D (Medicine): 

 
 

Examiner commentary: 
 
This response was awarded 2 marks. 
The detail identified from Source A is relevant to the specific enquiry as is the 
follow-up question.  The candidate scores two marks for these sections.  The 
type of source and how this may help answer the question is not relevant and 
reflects a common error amongst candidates that a source includes being able 
to ‘ask’ people who were there at the time. 
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Section B: Thematic Study 
Question 4 
 
Question type: 
 
This is a 12-mark ‘explain why’ question. Candidates are required to explain 
the process of change (AO2) through knowledge and understanding of the 
features and characteristics (AO1) of the specific time period identified in the 
question.   

Criteria and application of the mark scheme for question 4 is standardised 
across the three Paper 1 options.  The focuses for the June 2019 series were 
as follows: 

Option 10 (Crime and Punishment) 
Explain why there have been changes in the  work of the police in the period 
from c1900 to the present day. 

Option 11 (Medicine) 
Explain why there were improvements in medical knowledge in the years 
c1500–c1700. 

Option 12 (Warfare) 
Explain why the role of the mounted knight changed during the period  
c1250–c1500. 

Candidates are provided with two stimulus points to assist developing their 
answer.  They do not need to use these stimulus points, but they are expected 
to develop three aspects of content to reach the top of Level 2 or Level 3 and 
to access Level 4.   

Levels are awarded for both AO2 (analysis of second-order concepts; 
causation/change) and AO1 (knowledge and understanding).  A ‘best-fit’ mark  
is awarded for the answer as a whole. 
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Question and Mark Scheme: 
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Candidate A (Medicine): 
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Examiner Commentary: 

This response was awarded Level 4. 
The first paragraph demonstrates the importance of the work of Vesalius in 
disproving Galen’s previous theory of the four humours. For AO2, there is good 
analysis of the scale and limitations of the change this led to whilst 
demonstrating accurate and relevant knowledge of the time period.  The next 
paragraph addresses the work of Thomas Sydenham, cited as a stimulus point 
in the question.  Again, there is accurate knowledge and an analytical 
approach to addressing the changes which resulted from his work.  Finally, the 
response considers the impact of the printing press from the stimulus points 
and concludes with the work of the Royal Society, although this is incorrectly 
stated as being established under Charles I rather than Charles II.  Despite 
this error, the answer has already met all of the criteria for Level 4 by this 
point.   

There is accurate and relevant knowledge across the time period c1500–1700 
to support each point for AO1, the response considers at least three aspects of 
content which is a requirement to access Level 4, and at AO2 there is a 
consistent approach to analytical explanation which is directed at the 
conceptual focus of the question. 
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Candidate B (warfare): 
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Examiner Commentary: 
 

This response was awarded Level 4. 
The opening paragraph demonstrates the importance of the longbow and the 
impact that this had on the changing nature of warfare. For AO2 there is good 
analysis of the nature of change this weapon enabled whilst demonstrating 
accurate and relevant knowledge of the time period.   

The next paragraph continues to address the theme of changing weaponry in 
which the answer extends beyond the provided stimulus points whilst 
remaining analytical in its approach.   

Finally, the response considers the second stimulus point where terminology 
such as ‘knight service’ is used to further demonstrate precise and accurate 
knowledge.   

Throughout the response the candidate demonstrates discussion of examples 
from across the time period c1250–1500 and, at AO2, there is a consistent 
approach to analytical explanation which is directed at the conceptual focus of 
the question.  The response consistently meets all of the criteria for Level 4. 
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Candidate C (Crime): 
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Examiner Commentary: 

This response was awarded Level 2. 
The opening paragraph addresses forensic science, which is cited as a stimulus 
point in the question. For AO1 there is some relevant knowledge, but this is 
not developed through the use of specific examples such as DNA or 
fingerprinting.  For AO2 the response offers a sense of change, but the analysis 
is limited as the explanation is left implicit.  No explanation as to how forensic 
science changed the work of the police is offered other than the assumption 
that it made things easier than without it.  The rest of the response follows in 
similar fashion; the candidate addresses changes to transport, but the 
provided knowledge refers to examples pre-1900 and not those that led to 
change through technological examples.  There is a little more focus in the 
final paragraph which addresses the impact of computers on police work.  
Whilst there is no need to provide an overall judgement the candidate presents 
one, but again the focus on change is left implicit with an overall impression 
that things have got ‘easier’.  Throughout the answer AO2 is judged to be 
limited analysis with an implicit link to the conceptual focus of the question.  
For AO1 there is some accurate knowledge and understanding of the time 
period.  The response does go beyond the stimulus points considering three 
aspects of content and, therefore, is awarded marks at the top of Level 2 
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Question 5 
 

Question type: 
This is a 16-mark ‘how far do you agree?’ evaluation question, with up to an 
additional 4 marks awarded for SPaGST. 

Candidates are required to make a judgement about the extent, patterns, 
process or impact of change (AO2) through knowledge and understanding of 
the features and characteristics (AO1) of the specific time period identified in 
the question. 

 

Criteria and application of the mark scheme for Question 5/6 is standardised 
across the three Paper 1 options.  Question 5 for the June 2019 series were as 
follows: 

Option 10 (Crime and Punishment) 
‘The Norman Conquest (1066) led to significant changes in law enforcement in 
medieval England.’ How far do you agree?   

You may use the following in your answer: 

• Wergild 
• Tithings 

You must also use information of your own. 

 

Option 11 (Medicine) 
‘The main reason why medical care and treatment was ineffective during the 
medieval period, c1250–c1500, was because medical knowledge was based on 
Galen’s ideas.’ How far do you agree? You may use the following in your 
answer: 

• Theory of Opposites 
• hospitals 

You must also use information of your own. 

 

Option 12 (Warfare) 
‘Changes in the nature of warfare in the period c1500–c1700 were more 
significant than the changes in the nature of warfare in the period c1700–
c1900.’ How far do you agree? You may use the following in your answer: 

• New Model Army 
• heavy artillery 

You must also use information of your own. 
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Candidates are provided with two stimulus points to assist developing their 
answer.  They do not need to use these stimulus points, but they are expected 
to develop three aspects of content to reach the top of Level 2 or Level 3 and 
to access Level 4.   

Levels are awarded for AO2 (analysis) and AO2 (evaluation) of change in 
relation to a second-order concept, and AO1 (knowledge and understanding).  
A ‘best-fit’ mark is awarded for the answer as a whole. 

 

Both questions 5 and 6 require candidates to analyse material and evaluate it 
in order to make a judgement about the statement in the question. Questions 
will always target at least one of the second-order concepts (change, 
continuity, causation, consequence, significance, similarity and difference) in 
relation to change (extent of, patterns of, process of, impact of) over a broad 
period of time. The progression in AO2 moves from a ‘simple or generalised 
answer’ at Level 1, to an ‘analytical explanation, which is directed consistently 
at the conceptual focus of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is 
coherent, sustained and logically structured’ at Level 4. 

This analysis needs to be supported by knowledge and understanding, so the 
AO1 assessment moves from ‘limited knowledge and understanding’ at Level 1, 
to ‘accurate and relevant information, which is precisely selected to address 
the question directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of 
the required features or characteristics of the period’ at Level 4.   

It should be noted that all 16-mark questions will cover a period of at least 200 
years and, therefore, answers will be expected to demonstrate a breadth of 
knowledge. Answers are also expected to cover three different aspects of 
content. The stimulus points in the question act as an indication of relevant 
material that could be included, although candidates are not required to use 
them.  

The wording of the mark scheme for AO2 analysis and AO1 is exactly the same 
as in the mark scheme for the 12-mark question but an additional bullet point 
is included in each level of the 16-mark question to reward the element of 
judgement that is expected. All three bullet point strands are rewarded in 
coming to an overall mark. At Level 1, the judgement is either missing or 
simply asserted but at Level 4, it is made clear how that judgement has been 
reached and the criteria for judgement being applied will be valid. 
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Question and Mark Scheme 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

39 

Candidate A (Crime):  
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Examiner commentary: 

This response was awarded Level 4. 
The introduction indicates the line of argument – The Norman Conquest (1066) 
led to significant changes in law enforcement in medieval England – and this is 
maintained consistently throughout the answer. 

 
The first main paragraph demonstrates the first change of the period with the 
introduction of William I’s Forest Laws. There is accurate and relevant 
knowledge to support how this led to a significant change, and analysis of how 
this change enabled the Normans to exert authority over their predecessors 
the Anglo-Saxons through effective law enforcement. The next paragraph 
shows that there were also significant changes to law enforcement to protect 
Norman authority by introducing fines for killing a Norman. In a counter- 
argument the response considers how both Tithings and the Hue and Cry, both 
methods of law enforcement introduced by the Anglo-Saxons, demonstrate 
continuity across the time period and a willingness of the Normans to keep 
methods of collective responsibility that were already proven. 

 
This is an analytical explanation, consistently directed at the focus of the 
question: change and continuity; therefore, it is Level 4 for AO2. It also 
includes accurate and wide-ranging knowledge, covering the whole period and 
precisely selected to support the analysis, which is Level 4 for AO1. Several 
aspects of content are covered and a judgement is made, based on the extent 
to which law enforcement changed as a result of the Norman Conquest.  This 
response has met the Level 4 criteria for each of the three strands of the mark 
scheme and therefore is awarded a judgement of Level 4. 
 
The spelling, punctuation and grammar are correct and it has also used 
relevant specialist terminology so it received 4 marks for SPaGST. 

  



 

44 

Candidate B (Crime):  
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Examiner commentary: 

This response was awarded Level 3. 
The introduction here sets the context of the Norman Conquest and provides 
an asserted judgement from the offset that there were some changes but also 
some elements of continuity. 

 
The first main paragraph offers an accurate explanation as to why the 
Normans continued, because it was ‘effective’ and, therefore, there was little 
need to make change.  This argument demonstrates some analysis, but lacks 
development through the use of supporting knowledge to show why this form 
of law enforcement was effective.   There is analytical explanation offered to 
show change through the use of two examples (Wergild and the Murdrum 
fine), demonstrating how the end of one naturally progressed into the 
establishment of the other, which demonstrates precise knowledge of the 
period. The conclusion offers a judgement which partly agrees with the 
statement in the question. 

 
This response demonstrates an explanation which offers some analysis, with a 
line of reasoning which is mostly sustained.  The judgement is mostly justified 
but it is not fully supported by the argument presented throughout the answer.  
For AO1 there is good knowledge and understanding of the time period, but 
this is slightly weaker in the first paragraph.  This response has met the Level 
3 criteria for each of the three strands of the mark scheme and, therefore, is 
awarded a judgement of Level 3. 
 
The spelling, punctuation and grammar are correct and it has also used 
relevant specialist terminology so it received 4 marks for SPaGST. 
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Candidate C (Medicine):  
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Examiner commentary: 

This response was awarded Level 2. 
The response begins with an asserted judgement that the candidate agrees 
with the statement presented in the question. 

 
There is little structure to the response, with all of the knowledge and 
argument being presented in one long continuous prose.  The response 
considers how the statement is accurate by basing its argument on the fact 
that all medical knowledge at the time was based on the ideas of Galen.  There 
is some attempt to demonstrate how other medical professionals were not 
keen to expand beyond Galen’s theories, and how those who did often had 
their ideas met with opposition, but this argument is not well supported with 
specific knowledge at AO1.  For AO2 there is an attempt to follow a line of 
reasoning, but the answer is largely disorganised and, therefore, this is not 
sustained.  A judgement is asserted but this is not secured with the providing 
of accurate or precise knowledge.  

 
This response has met the Level 2 criteria for each of the three strands of the 
mark scheme and, therefore, is awarded an overall judgement of Level 2. 
 
The spelling, punctuation and grammar are correct but there is limited 
specialist terminology so it received 3 marks for SPaGST. 
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Question 6 
 

Question type 
Criteria and application of the mark scheme for Question 5/6 is standardised 
across the three Paper 1 options (see Question 5 above).  Question 6 for the 
June 2019 series were as follows: 

Option 10 (Crime and Punishment) 
‘There was little change in the nature of criminal activity in the period c1500–
c1900.’ How far do you agree?  

You may use the following in your answer: 

• poaching 
• highway robbery 

You must also use information of your own. 

 

Option 11 (Medicine) 
‘Providing access to care and treatment has been the most important 
development in the role of government in medicine in the years c1800–
present.’ How far do you agree?  

You may use the following in your answer: 

• National Health Service (NHS), 1948 
• Public Health Act, 1875 

You must also use information of your own. 

 

Option 12 (Warfare) 
‘The development of war reporting was the most important reason for changes 
in popular attitudes towards war in the period c1800–present.’ How far do you 
agree? 

You may use the following in your answer: 

• William Russell 
• conscription 

You must also use information of your own. 
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Question and Mark Scheme:  
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Candidate A (Medicine):  
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Examiner commentary: 

This response was awarded Level 3. 
The introduction indicates the line of argument – that providing access to care 
and treatment has been the most important development in the role of 
government in medicine in the years c1800–present – and this is supported 
with some justification throughout the answer. 

 
The first main paragraph offers an explanation about the role the government 
played in introducing the NHS in 1948.  The response indicates that this led to 
‘significant’ and ‘rapid’ change, with accurate and relevant contextual 
knowledge to support this.  The response addresses a number of other 
government initiatives in health care which support the judgement; such as 
Public Health Acts in the 19th century and more recent examples in treating 
lung cancer and type 2 diabetes, as well as campaigns to reduce smoking. The 
supporting evidence is often relevant but the detail is not always accurate. 
There is analytical explanation offered throughout to show how the role of the 
government has played an active and important role in health care.  However, 
this analysis is not always directed at the conceptual focus of the question, 
which is to consider how far providing access to care and treatment was the 
most important role of the government.  On occasion factors are considered in 
isolation from each other and not part of the wider argument, leading to an 
overall judgement with some relevant criteria which is mostly but not fully 
justified.  

 
For AO1, there is good knowledge and understanding of key features of the 
period but the detail is not always accurate (Level 3).  For AO2, the line of 
reasoning is generally sustained but not always secured aimed at the 
conceptual focus of the question (Level 3) and the judgement uses some 
relevant criteria which is mostly but not fully justified (Level 3+). Examiner 
judgement here is that, although the judgement does use some relevant 
criteria (Level 3+), overall the insecurities in AO1 and AO2 analysis means that 
the response remains at Level 3 overall.  
 

The spelling, punctuation and grammar are mostly correct and it has also used 
relevant specialist terminology so it received 3 marks for SPaGST. 

 

  



 

56 

Candidate B (Warfare):  
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Examiner commentary: 

This response was awarded Level 2. 
The response begins with an asserted judgement that the candidate agrees 
with the statement presented in the question. 

 
The response considers how the statement is accurate by addressing three 
aspects of knowledge.  The first paragraph offers mostly good knowledge 
about what conscription is, although this knowledge is not precise.  For 
example, it offers the start and end dates for the First World War, but does not 
mention that conscription was introduced in 1916.  There is very little focus at 
all to the conceptual focus of the question in this first paragraph. 

 

The remaining paragraphs examine the role of war reporting, photography and 
the role of the media and how these factors led inevitably to greater public 
involvement during times of war.  The argument here is quite narrow and is 
based on the assertion that all of these factors allowed the public to become 
involved and help support soldiers, but this argument is not supported with 
precise examples. 

 
This response has met the Level 2 criteria for each of the three strands of the 
mark scheme and, therefore, is awarded an overall judgement of Level 2.  At 
AO1 knowledge and understanding of the time period is accurate but 
somewhat limited and, at AO2, there is an implicit link to the conceptual focus 
of the question with some development, which leads to an unsupported 
judgement overall. 
 
The spelling, punctuation and grammar are correct but there is limited 
specialist terminology so it received 3 marks for SPaGST. 
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Candidate C (Medicine):  
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Examiner commentary: 

This response was awarded Level 3. 
The introduction asserts the judgement that providing access to care and 
treatment has been the most important development in the role of government 
in medicine in the years c1800–present and this is supported with some 
justification throughout the answer. 

 
The first paragraph examines the role of the government in introducing Public 
Health Acts in the nineteenth century.  The response draws on a range of good 
knowledge to demonstrate the importance of these acts and this paragraph, 
along with the others that follow, concludes with a ‘mini-judgement’ which 
attempts to link the knowledge back to the statement offered in the question.  
The response addresses a number of other government initiatives in health 
care which support the judgement; such as the widespread introduction of 
penicillin, the formation of the NHS and further public health reform in the 
twentieth century. There is real attempt to offer judgement throughout the 
answer.  However, the answer actually provides a chronological walk through 
of some of the major initiatives introduced by the government from 1800 to 
the present day. The answer is AO1 driven and whilst there is some effort to 
address the conceptual focus of the question for AO2 this is not always 
demonstrated.  The judgement is partially justified although the knowledge is 
precise and well selected.  AO1 is a strong Level 3, but AO2 including the 
judgement are borderline Level 2/3. Thus the ‘best fit’ for this response is a 
mid-Level 3 mark. 

 
The spelling, punctuation and grammar are mostly correct and it has also used 
relevant specialist terminology so it received 3 marks for SPaGST. 

 

 


