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Introduction

The Period Study focuses on a time span of at least 50 years and requires candidates to

understand the unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues associated with the

period.

In this examination candidates answer three questions which all target AO1 (Knowledge and

Understanding) and AO2 (Analysis of Second Order Concepts). Both AOs are assessed equally on

all questions. Progression in AO1 is shown by a candidate’s increasing ability to select information

precisely and to show wide-ranging knowledge and understanding. Progression in AO2 is shown

by a candidate’s response moving from basic or generalised comments, to analytical explanations

which show a line of reasoning that is coherent, logical, and sustained.

This examination series saw the change to Question 01 with candidates no longer being required

to give two consequences of one aspect of content, but are now required to give one

consequence of two different aspects of content. This change was made to improve the

accessibility of the examination and evidence from responses clearly shows that this has been the

case. Candidates are not expected to write any more in their responses than in previous

examinations and the writing space available is unchanged.

Centres are reminded that the indicative content in the mark scheme does not state what must

be in responses nor does it give any expectation as to how candidates are expected to structure

their responses, but is meant to exemplify a range of material which examiners might expect to

see in candidates’ work. As mentioned in previous Principal Examiner reports, there are a number

of candidates who write first person responses, such as diaries, for Question 02. Such responses

should be avoided, as although AO1 can sometimes be rewarded, it is very unlikely that there will

be any aspects of the work which can access AO2.

Centres are also reminded that where candidates need extra space for a response, this should be

on separate extra paper rather than within the space provided for a different question. Where

candidates have special consideration to word process their responses, centres should ensure

that their B (British Depth Study) and P (Period Study) responses are separated from each other,

as two distinct documents.
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Question 1

Questions 01(a) and 01(b) focus on consequences, requiring candidates to explain valid

consequences (AO2). This implies a link between the stated event and the consequential events

or developments that are identified by the candidate. This explanation should be supported with

specific information showing good knowledge and understanding (AO1). Candidates are expected

to explain ‘what happened as a result of the given event, development etc’. (2 x 4 marks).

In Question 01(a), candidates were asked to provide a valid consequence of the bombing of the

King David Hotel. Most candidates understood the second-order of concept of consequence and

were able to identify various consequences, the most common including the ending of the British

Mandate and the involvement of the UN. Better responses had well developed consequences,

with strong AO1 on display (Resolution 181, UNSCOP). However, some answers got mixed up with

who committed the bombing, believing it was an Arab group. Less secure answers tended to

allude to the number of deaths.

In Question 01(b), candidates were asked to provide a valid consequence of the territorial

changes following the Arab-Israeli War. Candidates understood the second-order of concept of

consequence and were able to identify various consequences, the most common being the

increase in the number of Palestinian refugees and the increase in the size of Israel. The best

answers gave specific details and identified Egyptian or Jordanian control of Gaza and the West

Bank. There was some misconception around the areas Israel established direct control over,

incorrectly identifying the West Bank and Gaza. This question was more successfully answered

than question 1a.

The first response was awarded the bottom of Level 1.

The second response was awarded the top of Level 1.

GCSE History 1HI0 P5 3



4 GCSE History 1HI0 P5



1a) For the AO2, this response gives a basic comment about innocent people died, which

makes it Level 1. For the AO1, there is no rewardable information provided. Therefore, the

best fit would be the bottom of Level 1. 1b) For the AO2, this response gives a basic

comment about Palestinians being forced out, which makes it Level 1. For the AO1, the

information is generalised with reference to living on land that wasn’t Israel, which is

considered limited knowledge, and places it in Level 1. Therefore, the best fit would be the

top of Level 1.

Candidates should ensure they provide specific detail to support the consequence they have

identified.

The first response was awarded the top of Level 2.

The second response was awarded the top of Level 2.
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1a) For the AO2, this response has explained a consequence, with the British leaving and

handing over to the UN, which meets the criteria for Level 2. For the AO1, there is accurate

and relevant information, such as “Irgun”, dealing with terrorism, which demonstrates good

knowledge and understanding. This knowledge is good enough for Level 2 despite the fact it

is a short answer. As both AOs are secure Level 2, the response is awarded the top of Level

2. 1b) For the AO2, this response has explained a clear consequence with the Palestinian

refugees moving to other Arab states, which meets the requirement for Level 2. For the AO1,

there is accurate and relevant information, such as the number of refugees and moving to

Jordan, which demonstrates good knowledge and understanding. This knowledge and

understanding meet the requirement for Level 2. As both AOs are secure Level 2, the

response is awarded the top of Level 2.

Candidates should be aware that consequences can be positive or negative.
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Question 2

This response was awarded the top of Level 3.
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For the AO2, this response has organised the material into a clear sequence, from Black

September to expulsion, then Fatah land to Operation Galilee, leading to an outcome, and is

logically structured. The analysis gets better in the response, such as effectively controlled,

making it a Level 3. For the AO1, it covers 3 areas of content, includes accurate and relevant

information, such details of Operation Galilee, international peace keeping, and is

considered a secure Level 3. Therefore, as both AOs are Level 3, it is awarded the top of

Level 3.

Candidates need to ensure they establish a beginning, middle and end for the narrative, and

utilise language which helps analyse the links between the events and not simply list the

events one after the other.

This response was awarded the middle of Level 2.
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For the AO2, this response shows some organisation into a sequence, with the answer going

from expulsion to attacks from the PLO, with some examples of analysis of linkage, such as

“expulsion meant”, yet it lacks coherence, placing it as a weak Level 2. For the AO1, there is

some knowledge of actions of the PLO, so it is placed in Level 2. Therefore, the best fit would

be the middle of Level 2.

Candidates need to provide specific details to support their narrative.
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Question 3

Question 03 focuses on significance by asking candidates to explain the importance of an

event/person/development in relation to situations and/or unfolding developments. Here

candidates are expected to explain ‘what difference did the event/person/development make’ to

the identified situation and/or unfolding development. Candidates answer two questions from a

choice of three. (2 x 8 marks)

This question is comprised of two 8 mark questions based on the second-order concepts of

significance and consequence. Candidates had to explain the importance of two of the following

three topics: Nasser for tension in the Middle East in the years 1955-63; the Six Day War for

Israel’s security; the Israel-Jordan peace treaty for peace in the Middle East. The majority of the

answers were focused on Nasser and the Six Day War, with the Israel-Jordan peace treaty being

the clear least popular option. Candidates who addressed the importance of the factor raised in

relation to the development produced Level 3 responses when supported by good knowledge

and understanding. This was in contrast to candidates who explained the importance of the

factor in general terms, which normally stayed in Level 2. The majority of answers were able to

focus on the question asked although a large number of candidates are still failing to link their

answer to the 2nd part of the question, ie tension, Israel’s security or peace.

In terms of the question on Nasser, this question was answered to a good standard. Candidates

had good knowledge on the Suez Canal crisis, and clear understanding on the importance of

Nasser nationalising the Suez Canal. Candidates were clear in their understanding of who Nasser

was generally, and the importance he had as leader of Egypt. A good number were able to explain

how Nasser was a different type of leader and an Arab nationalist. Most had good knowledge on

the impact of Nasser’s decisions on Israel but also the superpowers in the region. Good examples

included nationalisation of the canal, the Suez Crisis, Nasser’s links to the USSR and arms deals,

clear explanation of Nasser’s championing of Arab nationalism and his leadership style mixed

with tough stance on Israel. Good answers were able to have a mixture of knowledge but also

analysis linking this to overall tension, and what this tension looked like. Good answers didn’t rely

just on knowledge of events but linked clearly to analysis of the tension this led to. Strong

answers focused on the consequences of the events covered, and were able to explain how these

consequences linked to tension. Strong answers were able to explain what importance is, and

were able to demonstrate what tension looked like. Common mistakes included just explaining

what happened, not linking to the focus of the question such as tension. Candidates also found

the years difficult, and mentioned the Cairo Conference, which was outside the timeframe of the

question.

In terms of the question on the Six Day War, this was the best answered of the three options, as

most candidates could describe at least one reason for importance. Most candidates were able to

explain how Israeli gains in territory allowed for greater security due to buffer zones created

between Israel and hostile Arab neighbour states, some with better range of precise supporting

detail than others. Many successfully explained how the destruction of enemy airfields in the

initial stages of the Six Day war and the swift nature of Israel’s victory, along with their own

minimal losses in comparison to their enemies, led to greater security due to it highlighting

Israel’s military strength/dominance. Most candidates knew the precise land gained by Israel and

did not get muddled up with land gained from the Arab-Israeli war, e.g. Gaza, West Bank, Sinai,

Golan Heights. Quite a lot discussed the UN Resolution 242 but their explanations were not
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effective or accurate as they often explained that this helped Israeli security as it ensured Israel

could be recognised in return for the land they had taken in the war. However, they did not

explain that this resolution was not accepted and therefore Israeli security was still left at risk

from hostile neighbouring states who would later invade to regain the occupied territories. There

were some insightful responses which recognised the UN Resolution should be used to show

security risks were still present.

In terms of the question on the Israel-Jordan peace treaty, this was the least popular with

candidates. The best answers were able to reference how Hussain was the second Arab leader to

recognise Israel and mentioned the USA forgiving Jordan debt; very few mentioned the fact it may

have inspired Oslo II. There were also some candidates who wrote about the treaty’s unpopularity

with other groups, such as Hezbollah. Many candidates were unable to provide the required

specific details of the Treaty and instead spoke very vaguely about peace in the Middle East.

Some candidates confused who the treaty was between.

The first response was awarded the top of Level 3.

The second response was awarded the middle of Level 3.
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The first answer is about Nasser. For the AO2, this response provides an explanation, with a

line of reasoning, focusing on arms from Czechoslovakia, the Suez and forming the Arab

union. This meets the requirements for Level 3. For the AO1, there is accurate and relevant

information, such as details of his arms deal, the Suez crisis and joining with Syria,

demonstrating good knowledge and understanding, meaning it is a secure Level 3.

Therefore, as both AOs are Level 3, this is awarded the top of Level 3. The second answer is

about the Six Day War. For the AO2, this response provides an explanation, with a line of

reasoning, focusing on domination of land and buffer zones, as well as worsening Arab

morale. This meets the requirements for Level 3. For the AO1, there is accurate and relevant

information, such as the occupied territories and condition of Arab states, demonstrating

knowledge and understanding, but it is lacking some specifics, meaning it is a weak Level 3.

Therefore, for best fit, this is awarded the middle of Level 3.

It is important that points are explained, not simply described, to demonstrate analysis of

the topic. Two well-developed explanations that also have good knowledge and

understanding will enable candidates to attain Level 3.

The first response was awarded top of Level 2.

The second response was awarded the top of Level 3.
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The first answer is about Nasser. For the AO2, the response has an explanation and shows

an attempt to analyse importance, with nationalisation and increased tension, which makes

it Level 2. For the AO1, there is some knowledge in the form of the Aswan Dam, meaning it is

Level 2. The final paragraph is not relevant to the answer, hence the marks are based on the

first only. Therefore, as both AOs are Level 2, it is awarded the top of Level 2. The second

answer is about the Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty. For the AO2, this response provides an

explanation, with a line of reasoning, focusing on accepting Israel’s existence, and

decreasing tension. This meets the requirements for Level 3. For the AO1, there is accurate

and relevant information, such as of Jordan’s role and Palestine agreement, demonstrating

good knowledge and understanding, meaning it is a secure Level 3. Therefore, as both AOs

are Level 3, this is awarded the top of Level 3.

Candidates need to provide specific knowledge to support their explanation.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance across all the five Period Study papers, candidates are offered the

following advice:

1. Try to attempt to answer all the required questions, including both parts of Q1 and Q3.

2. On Question 02 keep to the date range specified in the question and include in your narrative

an aspect of content which is not covered by the stimulus points provided.

3. On Question 03 briefly take some time to consider your choice of questions to answer and

focus on what difference the development, event or individual made to the aspect given in

the second part of the question.

In this examination series there was still a number of responses with illegible handwriting.

Students should be aware that examiners can only credit what they can read.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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