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Introduction

The Period Study focuses on a time span of at least 50 years and requires candidates to

understand the unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues associated with the

period.

In this examination candidates answer three questions which all target AO1 (Knowledge and

Understanding) and AO2 (Analysis of Second Order Concepts). Both AOs are assessed equally on

all questions. Progression in AO1 is shown by a candidate’s increasing ability to select information

precisely and to show wide-ranging knowledge and understanding. Progression in AO2 is shown

by a candidate’s response moving from basic or generalised comments, to analytical explanations

which show a line of reasoning that is coherent, logical, and sustained.

This examination series saw the change to Question 01 with candidates no longer being required

to give two consequences of one aspect of content, are now required to give one consequence of

two different aspects of content. This change was made to improve the accessibility of the

examination and evidence from responses clearly shows that this has been the case. Candidates

are not expected to write any more in their responses than in previous examinations and the

writing space available is unchanged.

Centres are reminded that the indicative content in the mark scheme does not state what must

be in responses nor does it give any expectation as to how candidates are expected to structure

their responses, but is meant to exemplify a range of material which examiners might expect to

see in candidates’ work. As mentioned in previous Principal Examiner reports, there are a number

of candidates that write first person responses, such as diaries, for Question 02. Such responses

should be avoided, as although AO1 can sometimes be rewarded, it is very unlikely that there will

be any aspects of the work which can access AO2.

Centres are also reminded that where candidates need extra space for a response, this should be

on separate extra paper rather than within the space provided for a different question. Where

candidates have special consideration to word process their responses, centres should ensure

that their B (British Depth Study) and P (Period Study) responses are separated from each other,

as two distinct documents.
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Question 1

Questions 01(a) and 01(b) focus on consequences, requiring candidates to explain valid 
consequences (AO2). This implies a link between the stated event and the consequential events 
or developments that are identified by the candidate. This explanation should be supported with 
specific information showing good knowledge and understanding (AO1). Candidates are expected 
to explain ‘what happened as a result of the given event, development etc’. (2 x 4 marks).

In Question 01(a), candidates were asked to provide a valid consequence of railroads for the lives 
of Indigenous peoples of the Plains. Most candidates understood the second-order concept of 
consequence and were able to identify various consequences, the most common including 
references to the disruption caused to the buffalo leading to a loss of the traditional nomadic way 
of life. Candidates who answered well were confident in their explanations of the impact the 
railroad had on the disruption to buffalo herds including the need to find other ways to access 
food/resources or the fact that the railroads allowed hunts to take place which decimated the 
buffalo herd numbers. Those candidates who did mention the move to reservations clearly linked 
it to the arrival of the railroad, making the link explicit. This question was more successfully 
answered than question 1b.

In Question 01(b), candidates were asked to provide a valid consequence of Red Cloud’s 

War. Candidates understood the second-order concept of consequence and were able to 

identify various consequences, the most common being the Second Fort Laramie Treaty. 

The best answers were from those candidates who achieved well and did so because they 

were able to show the effects of the treaty, such as the closing of the Bozeman Trail and the 

creation of the Great Sioux Reservation. A minority of candidates who scored full marks 

mentioned that not all of the Sioux chose to go to the reservation with Red Cloud. There 

was confusion with some candidates talking about the Sand Creek Massacre, the Battle of Little 

Big Horn or Little Crow.

The first response was awarded the top of Level 2.

The second response was awarded the top of Level 2.
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1a) For the AO2, this response has explained 2 consequences, disruption of migration of

buffalo due to railroads across indigenous land and restriction of nomadic lifestyle. Only one

needed and meets the requirement for Level 2. For the AO1, there is accurate and relevant

information, such as “sacred land”, “didn’t believe you could own land”, which demonstrates

good knowledge and understanding. This knowledge is good enough for Level 2 without the

extra knowledge regarding the building of the railroads. As both AOs are secure Level 2, the

response is awarded the top of Level 2 1b). For the AO2, this response has explained a clear

consequence with the Second Fort Laramie Treaty being signed as a result of the war, which

meets the requirement for Level 2. For the AO1, there is accurate and relevant information,

such as details of the war, which aren’t necessary, and recognising it was the Sioux, and the

attitude of Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, which demonstrates good knowledge and

understanding. This knowledge is good enough for Level 2. Any information which is

inaccurate, such as smaller reservations, is not penalised, as we only mark positively. As

both AOs are secure Level 2, the response is awarded the top of Level 2.

Candidates should ensure they provide specific detail to support the consequence they have

identified.

The first response was awarded the top of Level 1.

The second response was awarded the bottom of Level 1.
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1a) For the AO2, this response has offered a simple comment on less land for hunting,

meaning it is placed in Level 1. For the AO1, there is generalised information, I buffalo

separated, showing limited knowledge and understanding, making it Level 1. Therefore, as

both AOs are Level 1, the response is awarded the top of Level 1 1b). For the AO2, this

response has offered a simple comment on indigenous people being killed, meaning it is

placed in Level 1. For the AO1, there is nothing. Therefore, the best fit is the bottom of Level

1.

Candidates should be aware of consequences positive or negative.
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Question 2

Question 02 focuses on an analytical narrative and the AO2 concepts of causation, consequence

and change. Candidates were asked to provide an analytical narrative of the key developments of

early migration West in the years 1835-49. Most had a beginning, middle and an end, commonly

starting with the establishment of the Oregon Trail, reference to Manifest Destiny, incorporating

the Mormon migration, before finishing with the California Gold Rush and its impact on sustained

migration as a final outcome. Attempts were often made to link events together, with the

vocabulary used to do this being selected purposefully. Particularly strong responses deftly

organised their chosen material and linked events together with precise language that conveyed

an analytical understanding of their impact and relevance to the overall narrative. Those that

outlined problems in migration pre the existence of the Oregon Trail were in a strong position to

therefore explain the positive impact of the trail. Similarly, stronger answers were able to use this

information to throw the struggles of the Donner Party into sharper relief, whilst demonstrating

how the Mormon Migration avoided these pitfalls to successfully exploit the Oregon Trail. Those

that linked this development with the successful use of the trail for the California Gold Rush were

then able to clearly explain the impact of the Gold Rush on the growth and settlement of

California. Some jumped around chronologically, making any sort of narrative hard to follow, and

there were several who went beyond the time frame of the question, discussing railroads and the

Homestead Act, which could not be credited. The question includes two stimulus points and

focuses on a specific period when key events, developments and ideas can be analysed as a

sequence of events leading to an outcome (AO2). To be awarded Level 3 for AO1 (information,

knowledge and understanding) candidates must address three aspects of content. Although most

candidates do use the two stimulus points for aspects of content, they do not necessarily have to

use those provided.

This response was awarded the top of Level 3.
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For the AO2, this response has a narrative with clear sequencing, and analyses linkage with

elements such as, “many set out”, “lead to”, “forced”, “rapid migration”, with the final

paragraph done particularly well. The events have been linked to the narrative, for example

details on the Mormons are not just added in, they continue the narrative and despite it not

being a perfect answer, it meets all the requirements for Level 3 and is therefore placed in

that Level. For the AO1, there is accurate and relevant knowledge throughout, such as

reference to economic failure in the East, the Great Migration, details of the Mormons, the

boom towns and 49ers, meaning it is placed firmly in Level 3. Therefore, as both AOs are

Level 3, this is awarded the top of Level 3.

Candidates need to provide specific details to support their narrative.

This response was awarded the top of Level 2.
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For the AO2, this response shows some organisation into a sequence, with the answer

based on the two stimulus points, talking about the Oregon Trail and the Gold Rush. In

terms of analyse of linkage the first paragraph is better, with “best way to migrate” and “still

used”, yet the second lacks coherence, placing it in Level 2. For the AO1, there is some

knowledge regarding the Rocky Mountains and conditions in the gold rush, yet it does not

address three aspects of content, so it is placed in Level 2. Therefore, as both AOs are Level

2, the answer is awarded the top of Level 2.

Candidates need to ensure they establish a beginning, middle and end for the narrative, and

utilise language which helps analyse the links between the events and not simply list the

events one after the other.
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Question 3

Question 03 focuses on significance by asking candidates to explain the importance of an

event/person/development in relation to situations and/or unfolding developments. Here

candidates are expected to explain ‘what difference did the event/person/development make’ to

the identified situation and/or unfolding development. Candidates answer two questions from a

choice of three. (2 x 8 marks)

This question is comprised of two 8 mark questions based on the second order concepts of

significance and consequence. Candidates had to explain the importance of two of the following

three topics: the Homestead Act for settlement in the West; the end of the open range for the

cattle industry; reservations for the ways of life of Indigenous peoples of the Plains. The majority

of the answers were focused on the Homestead Act and reservations, with the end of the open

range being the clear least popular option. Candidates who addressed the importance of the

factor raised in relation to the development produced Level 3 responses when supported by good

knowledge and understanding. This was in contrast to candidates who explained the importance

of the factor in general terms, which normally stayed in Level 2. The majority of answers were

able to focus on the question asked although a large number of candidates are still failing to link

their answer to the 2nd part of the question, ie settlement, the cattle industry or ways of life.

In terms of the question on the Homestead Act, this question was answered to a good standard.

Students had good knowledge, most knew specific terms of the Act listing who was eligible to

claim land, the 160 acres for $10 and proving up after 5 years and argued that this was an

attractive offer to migrants. Those moving into Level 3 by linking the Homestead Act to settlement

either supported their analysis with accurate information about how much land was claimed or

numbers of claimants, often mentioning Nebraska. Others made the link to permanent

settlement through farming and encouraging communities. Inevitably some attempted to claim

the Act benefited the Indigenous peoples of the Plains. Railroads and the Timber Culture Act were

often included but tended to take the focus away from the Homestead Act unless carefully linked.

Problems of farming on the Plains and solutions were often used but the obvious link to

settlement was often assumed rather than stated.

In terms of the question on the open range, this was the least answered. For most there was a

general description of open range followed by general description of closed range involving

barbed wire and changes for cowboys. Better answers focused on great die up and linked this to

greater profitability of closed ranches due to selective breeding or changes in the lifestyle of

cowboys. Some linked the end of the open range to the Johnson County War. However, there

were points of confusion over the open range and long drives, and cattle and buffalo. Weaker

responses tended to write anything they knew about the cattle industry, from Goodnight Loving

to McCoy and Iliff.

In terms of the question on reservations, this was for many their best answer and popular with

candidates. The most common approach was linking reservations to restrictions on nomadic

lifestyle, leading to hunger and dependency on the US government, set in the context of the size

of reservation constantly decreasing. Stronger answers tended to go beyond a focus on food and

nomadic lifestyle. Forcing the indigenous peoples of the plains to go to Christian boarding

schools or not being allowed to speak native languages were often used, as were references to

religious ceremonies and dancing, and the Dawes Act. There were occasional references to
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declining powers of chiefs though these were rarely well supported. Little Crow was often used to

illustrate the hardship of the reservations and lack of food. A surprising number of students

argued that reservations were good for indigenous peoples as they had their own land and could

hunt buffalo. The decision to not restrict answers with dates allowed candidates to talk about any

point in the period study concerning reservations.

The first response was awarded the middle of Level 2.

The second response was awarded the top of Level 2.
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The first answer is about the Homestead Act - For the AO2, this response gives an

explanation, with some analysis, with increasing the number of white settlers. This meets

the requirements for Level 2. For the AO1, there is accurate information, such as “160 acres”,

link to Timber Act, but it is not secure, meaning it is weak Level 2. The information on the

Timber Culture Act has become the dominant part of the question, which means it is not

fully credited. Therefore, the best fit is middle of Level 2. The second answer is about

reservations - - For the AO2, this response gives an explanation, with some analysis, with

damage to way of life. This meets the requirements for Level 2. For the AO1, there is

accurate and relevant information, such as nomadic, details of buffalo, meaning it is Level 2.

Therefore, as both AOs are Level 2, this is awarded the top of Level 2.

Candidates need to provide specific knowledge to support their explanation.

The first response was awarded top of Level 3.

The second response was awarded the middle of Level 3.

GCSE History 1HI0 P3 17



18 GCSE History 1HI0 P3



GCSE History 1HI0 P3 19



20 GCSE History 1HI0 P3



GCSE History 1HI0 P3 21



The first answer is about the open range. This is an example of an outstanding answer,

which has done more than needed to achieve the top of Level 3. For the AO2, this response

provides an explanation, with a line of reasoning, focusing on the changing of role of

cowboys and prioritising quality over quantity with smaller ranches. This more than meets

all the requirements for Level 3. For the AO1, there is accurate and relevant information,

such as “ranch hands”, “branding”, “barbed wire”, profitability”, demonstrating good

knowledge and understanding, meaning it is a secure Level 3. Therefore, as both AOs are

Level 3, this is awarded the top of Level 3. The second answer is about the Homestead Act -

For the AO2, this response provides an explanation, with a line of reasoning, promoting

settlement and preventing businessmen from taking advantage. This more than meets all

the requirements for Level 3. For the AO1, there is some accurate and relevant information,

such as “land quality” and “5 years”, showing understanding, but it is not secure, meaning it

is a weak Level 3. Therefore, the best fit is mid Level 3.

It is important that points are explained, not simply described, to demonstrate analysis of

the topic. Two well-developed explanations that also have good knowledge and

understanding will enable candidates to attain Level 3.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance across all the five Period Study papers, candidates are offered the

following advice:

1. Try to attempt to answer all the required questions, including both parts of Q1 and Q3.

2. On Question 02 keep to the date range specified in the question and include in your narrative

an aspect of content which is not covered by the stimulus points provided.

3. On Question 03 briefly take some time to consider your choice of questions to answer and

focus on what difference the development, event or individual made to the aspect given in

the second part of the question.

In this examination series there was still a number of responses with illegible handwriting.

Students should be aware that examiners can only credit what they can read.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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