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Introduction

The Period Study focuses on a time span of at least 50 years and requires candidates to
understand the unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues associated with
the period.

In this examination candidates answer three questions which all target AO1 (Knowledge and
Understanding) and AO2 (Analysis of Second Order Concepts). Both AOs are assessed equally
on all questions. Progression in AO1 is shown by a candidate's increasing ability to select
information precisely and to show wide-ranging knowledge and understanding. Progression
in AO2 is shown by a candidate's response moving from basic or generalised comments to
analytical explanations which show a line of reasoning that is coherent, logical, and
sustained.

Question 01 focuses on consequence, requiring candidates to explain two valid
consequences. Candidates are expected to explain ‘what happened as a result of the given
event, development etc’. (2 x 4 marks)

Question 02 focuses on analytical narrative and the concepts of causation, consequence, and
change. The question includes two stimulus points and focuses on a specific time period
containing events, developments or ideas that can be analysed as a sequence of events. (8
marks)

Question 03 focuses on significance by asking candidates to explain the importance of an
event/person/development in relation to situations and/or unfolding developments. Here
candidates are expected to explain ‘what difference did the event/person/development make’
to the identified situation and/or unfolding development. Candidates answer two questions
from a choice of three. (2 x 8 marks)

Centres are reminded that the indicative content in the mark scheme does not imply what
must be included in a response nor does it give any expectation as to how candidates are
expected to structure their responses.

It was noted this summer that there are still some candidates that respond to Question 02 by
writing a first-person narrative account, sometimes written in the form of a letter or diary
entry. Such responses should be avoided; it is extremely unlikely that any AO2 can be
awarded for any such responses and only a very limited application of AO1.

In addition, centres are reminded that where candidates use extra paper, it needs to be on a
separate sheet from any extra paper used for Paper B. Also, if candidates have special
consideration for writing examinations, the responses for Paper P and Paper B should be
separate from each other.

GCSE History specification and assessment changes
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This note is a reminder that minor changes are being made to the Pearson Edexcel GCSE
History specification content and assessment model. Assessment and language changes
apply from the June 2025 exam series onwards, and content changes from the June 2026
exam series onwards.

We strongly recommend, if you haven't already, that you familiarise yourself with these
changes in time for the start of the new academic year in September 2024. Some options are
affected more than others, but all options are affected by the assessment changes.

Below is a link to the summary guidance document, which will help you to find all the specific
information and guidance available to help you take on board these changes:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-
learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf

If you have any queries, please contact Mark Battye, our History subject advisor, at
TeachingHistory@pearson.com.
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Question 1

In Question 01, candidates were asked to provide two valid consequences of the War of
Independence for Loyalists. There are 4 marks available for each consequence. This implies a
link between the stated event and the consequential events or developments that are
identified by the candidate. Candidates should make sure that they explain how these
developments happened as a result of the war on Loyalists and not merely describe the war
or general consequences of the war. This explanation should be supported with specific
information showing good knowledge and understanding (AO1). Most candidates
understood the second-order of concept of consequence and were able to identify various
consequences, the most common being relocation to Canada and mistreatment by Patriots if
they remained. Better responses had two well developed consequences, with strong AO1 on
display (Nova Scotia and Quebec came up a lot). Some candidates went beyond the
requirements of the question, having very good knowledge of the difficulties Loyalists faced
in Canada, and the splitting of Quebec into Upper and Lower Quebec as a result. Some
candidates had good knowledge of violent acts carried out against Loyalists and the statistic
of £10m compensation for Loyalists from the British government, of which only £3m was
received, coming up in some top-level answers. There were also several answers which
considered the impact on Black Loyalists. However, there were a reasonable number who
misunderstood what a Loyalist was and some answers were left blank.

This is an example of a Level 1 response.
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For consequence 1, the candidate offered a basic comment (‘relocated’)
about a consequence, making the AO2 Level 1. Generalised
information was included in the form of ‘along with British’, making
AO1 Level 1. Overall it is the top of Level 1. For the second
consequence, there is a basic comment offered, ‘targeted by the
colonists’, making the AO2 Level 1. However, nothing is credited for
AO1. Hence it is the bottom of Level 1.

Candidates should ensure they provide specific detail to support the
consequence they have identified.

This is an example of a Level 2 response.
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For consequence 1 the candidate explained a clear consequence with
‘forced to resettle’ making the AO2 Level 2. This then uses specific
information for support with ‘targets of attacks’ and ‘Nova Scotia’
making the AO1 Level 2. Therefore, it is the top of Level 2. For the
second answer a clear explanation of consequence, ‘black loyalists
gained their freedom’, is given, making the AO2 Level 2. This is
supported with specific information, ‘moved to Birchtown’, making the
AO1 Level 1. Overall, it is the top of Level 2.

Candidates should provide two different consequences and avoid
repeating themselves.
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Question 2

In Question 02, candidates were asked to provide an analytical narrative of the key events of
the Stono Rebellion (1739). The overall structure of a sequence including a beginning,
development and end was clearly demonstrated by candidates who attained Level 3. It was
clear that candidates had been taught to use language which indicated analysis of links, for
example ‘consequently’, ‘which resulted in’, and this was apparent even in answers which had
more limited knowledge. Most candidates demonstrated good knowledge of the causes,
events and consequences of the Stono Rebellion. Many answers included very detailed AO1
(exceeding the expectations for a L3 answer), with the overall standard producing better
quality narrative accounts than last year, with most answers in chronological order, and
many clearly showing linkage between events. As usual, the best approach to this question
was shown with candidates concentrating on a beginning, middle and end. In some lower
level answers, candidates were confused about the causes and consequences, with some
citing the planned Security Act as a consequence of the revolt, and others mixing up
knowledge of the consequences of the Stono Rebellion with consequences of the New York
Conspiracy. Some candidates used ineffective writing structures which didn't work for the
narrative. For example, a few used PEEL, prompted by the bullet points, writing separate
paragraphs starting ‘One key event was’, which meant their answers did not have a clear
outcome. There were some candidates writing in first person which limits the analytical
aspect of the answer and some answers were left blank.
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This is an example of a Level 3 response.
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The candidate has given a narrative with clear sequence leading to
outcome. There is analysis, such as ‘the slaves wanted to rebel’, making
the AO2 Level 3. Good knowledge and understanding are included
such as the Security Act, ‘stolen guns’, which makes the AO1 Level 3.
Overall, this is a strong Level 3.

Candidates need to provide specific details to support their narrative.
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This is an example of a Level 2 response.
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The candidate has provided a narrative, but the answer does not lead
to an outcome; it lacks coherence but it does have linkage such as
‘word spread’ and ‘sense of fear’, making the AO2 Level 2. There is
some knowledge shown (such as 'rounded up followers') but it lacks
depth, so AO1 is considered a weak Level 2. Overall it was awarded as
a mid-Level 2.

Candidates need to ensure they establish a beginning, middle and end
for the narrative, and utilise language which helps analyse the links
between the events and not merely list the events one after the other.
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Question 3

This question is comprised of two 8 mark questions based on the second order concepts of
significance and consequence. Candidates had to explain the importance of two of the
following three topics: the French and Indian War (1754-63) for relations between the
American colonists and the British; Pontiac’s Rebellion (1763-64) for relations with the Native
Americans; the Declaration of Independence (1776) for the revolution in the American
colonies. The majority of the answers were focused on the Declaration of Independence and
the French and Indian War, with Pontiac’s Rebellion being the clear least popular option.
Candidates who addressed the importance of the factor raised in relation to the
development produced Level 3 responses when supported by good knowledge and
understanding. This was in contrast to candidates who explained the importance of the
factor in general terms, which normally stayed in Level 2. The majority of answers were able
to focus on the question asked although a large number of candidates are still failing to link
their answer to the second part of the question, ie, the relations, or the revolution.

In terms of the question on the French and Indian war, typical good answers covered war
debt, tensions between British regulars and colonial militia and the Proclamation Line of
1763. Many correctly wrote that the war created tensions between the British and colonists,
but there were some issues with specific AO1. Some candidates had good knowledge and
understanding of Pitt's contribution and explained how this led to debt, which they linked to
subsequent taxation (Sugar Act and Stamp Act). However, some answers stretched the chain
of significance too far, and ended up writing essentially a narrative account of all subsequent
Acts leading to the Boston Massacre. Although this was credited in part it is essential to
consider only the importance of the event/person in question. Unfortunately, several
candidates confused this with King George's War and the Treaty of Aix-La-Chapelle.

In terms of the question on Pontiac’s Rebellion higher level answers offered nuanced analysis
of significance, with some discussing how the outbreak of the rebellion and deaths led to a
decline of relations, but then the subsequent Proclamation Act and resumption of gift giving
led to relations improving. Some candidates also wrote about how the Rebellion led to
relations between Native American groups improving, as they fought together against the
colonists. Reference to smallpox blankets came up a few times, and was used effectively to
show importance in declining relations. Weaker responses included more general comment
on fighting between Indigenous people and colonists. Some candidates were confused about
who Pontiac was – some saying he attacked Native Americans and others saying he was a
slave.
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In terms of the question on the Declaration there were some high level answers that had
good knowledge of the content of the Declaration of Independence and how this inspired
Americans to keep fighting or join the revolution. Good knowledge and understanding came
up around 'natural rights' and the crimes of King George III, with the phrase 'all men are
created equal' being used to good effect in answers. However, this led to some confused
lower level answers too, with a common misconception that this meant the Declaration
ended slavery across the United States. Likewise, many candidates ignored the part of the
question around the revolution and spoke generally around the Declaration. A common
misconception was that the Declaration of Independence actually caused the US to become
directly independent from the British, ie that independence was recognised immediately.

This is an example of a Level 3 and a Level 2 response.
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First response: French and Indian War. There is an explanation with
analysis of importance based on the cost of the war and differences in
British and colonial forces, with reasoning, but it is not secure in Level
3 for AO2. There is specific knowledge to support with reference to ‘no
taxation without representation’ and the role of Pitt, making the AO1
Level 3. Therefore, it was awarded mid-level 3.

Second response: Pontiac. There is an explanation given with an
attempt to analyse, eg ‘created anger’ and ‘declining relations’, but the
response lacks organisation and coherence, making the AO2 Level 2.
There is some knowledge shown, such as ‘Proclamation Act’ and
‘smallpox’ which places the AO1 in Level 2. Overall it is the top of Level
2.

It is important that points are explained, not simply described, to
demonstrate analysis of the topic. Two well-developed explanations
that also have good knowledge and understanding will enable
candidates to attain Level 3.
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This is an example of a Level 3 and a Level 2 response.
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First response: Declaration of Independence. The candidate has given
a clear explanation, showing analysis of importance, such as providing
a reason to fight and actions against King George, making the AO2 a
clear Level 3. This is supported with knowledge and understanding,
such as the role of Jefferson, also making the AO1 Level 3. Therefore, it
was awarded the top of Level 3.

Second response: French/Indian. The candidate has given an
explanation, with an attempt to analyse, ‘strained relations’ and
‘damaging trade relations’, but lacks coherence, so AO2 is Level 2. The
knowledge is not always accurate, but has some ‘territorial disputes’
and more long term implication (‘Boston Tea Party’) makes the AO1 a
weak Level 2. Overall it is a mid-Level 2.

Candidates need to provide specific knowledge to support their
explanation.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance seen on this paper, students are offered the following advice:

Make sure that you attempt all three questions, including both parts of Q1 and Q3.

For all questions use accurate and relevant information to show your knowledge and
understanding of events.

Q1: Explain a link between the event and the consequence and do not only describe or state
something that happened. Focus on what happened as a result of the event.

Q2: Have a clear beginning, middle and end, ensuring the events or developments in your
narrative are linked together to show a clear sequence of events.

Q3: Explain the impact the development/event/person had on the second
development/event/person named in the question. Focus on what difference the
development/event/ person made.

In this examination series there was still a number of responses with illegible handwriting.
Students should be aware that examiners can only credit what they can read.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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