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Introduction

The Period Study focuses on a time span of at least 50 years and requires candidates to
understand the unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues associated with
the period. In this examination candidates answer three questions which all target AO1
(Knowledge and Understanding) and AO2 (Analysis of Second Order Concepts). Both AOs are
assessed equally on all questions. Progression in AO1 is shown by a candidate's increasing
ability to select information precisely and to show wide-ranging knowledge and
understanding. Progression in AO2 is shown by a candidate's response moving from basic or
generalised comments to analytical explanations which show a line of reasoning that is
coherent, logical, and sustained.

Centres are reminded that the indicative content in the mark scheme does not imply what
must be included in a response nor does it give any expectation as to how candidates are
expected to structure their responses. It was noted this summer that there are still some
candidates that respond to Question 2 by writing a first-person narrative account, sometimes
written in the form of a letter or diary entry. Such responses should be avoided; it is
extremely unlikely that any AO2 can be awarded for any such responses and only a limited
application of AO1. In addition, centres are reminded that where candidates use extra paper,
it needs to be on a separate sheet from any extra paper used for Paper B. Also, if candidates
have special consideration for writing examinations, the responses for Paper P and Paper B
should be separate from each other.

GCSE History specification and assessment changes

This note is a reminder that minor changes are being made to the Pearson Edexcel GCSE
History specification content and assessment model. Assessment and language changes
apply from the June 2025 exam series onwards, and content changes from the June 2026
exam series onwards.

We strongly recommend, if you have not already, that you familiarise yourself with these
changes in time for the start of the new academic year in September 2024. Some options are
affected more than others, but all options are affected by the assessment changes.

Below is a link to the summary guidance document, which will help you to find all the specific
information and guidance available to help you take on board these changes:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-
learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf

If you have any queries, please contact Mark Battye, our History subject advisor, at
TeachingHistory@pearson.com.

3 GCSE History 1HI0 P1



Question 1

Question 1 focuses on consequence, requiring candidates to explain two valid consequences.
Candidates are expected to explain ‘what happened as a result of the given event,
development etc.’ (2 x 4 marks)

Many candidates were able to offer two valid consequences of the Treaty of Tordesillas. At
Level 2 the most common consequence explained was that it reduced rivalry between
Portugal and Spain with an agreement reached between them to ‘split’ the world. This was
then frequently supported with specific information such as lands to the east of the
imaginary line would be Portuguese and those to the west would be Spanish. Some
candidates often included the position of the Cape Verde islands in relation to this line and
the exception of the Canary Islands being Spanish. The second most frequent consequence
often used was the longer-term consequence of the Treaty of Tordesillas' failure, according to
Charles I of Spain, to make it clear whether the Spice Islands belonged to Spain or Portugal.
This knowledge was used to show how Treaty therefore led Magellan being put in charge of
trying to find a way to the Spice Islands by sailing westwards across the Atlantic. Level 1
responses tended to be basic comments about the world being divided or that there were
better relations between Spain and Portugal without any supporting information.
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The first response is low Level 2. There is an analysis of the features of
the period to explain a consequence (AO2) but more specific
information about the topic to support the explanation would give full
marks by fulfilling both the AO1 and AO2 criteria needed for Level 2.

Candidates should remember to add specific information about the
topic studied for the AO1 requirements at Level 2.
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The response is high Level 2 as it fulfils both strands of the mark
scheme in this Level. There is a clear analytical explanation of a
consquence for AO2 at Level 2 which is supported with specific
information about the topic for AO1 at Level 2.
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Question 2

Question 2 focuses on analytical narrative and the concepts of causation, consequence and
change. The question includes two stimulus points and focuses on a specific period
containing events, developments or ideas that can be analysed as a sequence of events. (8
marks)

Many candidates were able to access Level 3 with a narrative showing a clear sequence of
events leading to an outcome 9 (AO2) with accurate and relevant information included which
addressed three or more aspects of content (AO1). Most responses included use of
Atahuallpa within their overall narrative and the use of the siege of Cuzco at the end of their
narrative responses. These narratives often analysed how Pizarro was able to exploit a
divided Inca society, how his meeting with Atahuallpa led to Spanish forces attacking the
Incas, and how Manco’s unwillingness to continue as a puppet ruler led to the siege of Cuzco.
Level 2 responses showed some analysis of linkage between events but often were lengthy
descriptions of the events at the meeting between Atahuallpa and Pizarro. There were also
some candidates that included unrewardable material outside of the period in the question
such as Pizarro’s first expedition to Peru in 1524 or the events surrounding the death of
Huayna Capac. Level 1 responses tended to add some limited knowledge to one of the
stimulus points but without offering any sense of a narrative account.
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This response is high Level 3. For AO2 there is a clear sequence of
events leading to an outcome with analytical linkage between them
with, for example, 'led to a civil war', 'this resulted in', and 'fearing a
rebellion.' There are three or more aspects of content from Pizarro's
arrival, the meeting with Atahuallpa and events at Cuzco, and Manco
as a puppet ruler. For AO1 the response shows good knowledge and
understanding.
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For high Level 3, responses needed to show a clear, analytical
sequence of events, demonstrating linkage between them and
supporting the narrative with good knowledge and understanding
which addressed three or more aspects of content.

There is a very limited analysis for AO2 with 'the natives turning
against someone' and AO1 is shown with limited knowledge 'killed
100s of people and left many injured,' therefore the response is high
Level 1.
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Question 3

Question 3 focuses on significance by asking candidates to explain the importance of an
event/person/development in relation to situations and/or unfolding developments. Here
candidates are expected to explain ‘what difference did the event/person/development make’
to the identified situation and/or unfolding development. Candidates answer two questions
from a choice of three. (2 x 8 marks)

The first option focused on the importance of Catholic missionaries for extending Spanish
authority in the ‘New World.’ Level 3 responses analysed how Spanish control was increased
with the importance of missionaries in the breaking of old religious loyalties, the promotion
of loyalty to Catholicism, the spreading of the Spanish language, and their presence
encouraging further Spanish settlement. High-scoring responses often included accurate and
relevant information on the Franciscan and Dominican friars and some even included Las
Casas’ work in the monastery in Santo Domingo. Level 2 responses tended to be far less
explicit about the role of missionaries and were more generalised accounts about the role of
Catholicism to control the local populations with, for example, the building of churches and
the destruction of previously held beliefs. Some candidates lost sight of the focus of the
question and wrote at length about how the Spanish Empire ran the ‘New World’ with the
encomienda system. Level 1 responses were generally basic and generalised comments which
were not specific to Spain and the ‘New World’ in the sixteenth century, such as ‘they told
people what to believe’ and ‘they spread ideas.’

The second option focused on the importance of Balboa’s claim to the Pacific (1513) for
Spanish exploration. Many responses reached Level 3 by explaining how the claim legitimised
further Spanish exploration for conquistadors such as Pizarro, promoted the opening of new
trade routes and encouraged exploration in search of riches. These analytical explanations
were supported with accurate and relevant information such as Balbao’s initial exploration as
the first Europeans to see the ‘Southern Sea,’ the sending of gold and silver to Spain and the
role of Pedrarias in replacing Balbao as governor in Darien. Level 2 responses tended to be
more descriptive accounts of Balbao himself and narrated his ‘story’ from governor of Darien
to his journey across the Isthmus of Panama to his striding into the sea and making claims to
the area for Spain. Other Level 2 responses tended to lose focus on Balbao’s claim and
include accounts of Spanish exploration more generally. Level 1 responses were generally
basic and generalised comments such as ‘it made Spain richer’ and ‘it made others want to
explore.’
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The third option focused on the importance of gold and silver from the ‘New World’ for the
Spanish economy. At Level 3 responses included how the significant amounts of precious
metals led to significant increases in Spanish revenue and allowed them to develop their
army and navy whilst also leading to inflation and unemployment within Spain and also the
targeting of Spanish ships by pirates and privateers. At this level, many responses also
included accurate and relevant information such as statistical details on the Spanish
economy, investment on the military by Charles I, the role of French privateers or the
systems developed by Spain to protect their fleets. Level 2 responses tended to focus entirely
on how gold and silver entirely made Spain richer. At low Level 2 and often in Level 1 many
candidates lost sight of the focus on the question on the effects of silver and gold for the
Spanish economy and wrote descriptive accounts of the work of miners and conditions in the
mining towns.
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Both responses are high Level 3. Explanations are given which show an
analysis of importance with a coherent line of reasoning for AO2 Level
3, and there is accurate and relevant information showing good
knowledge and understanding for AO1 at Level 3. The first response
for Balboa's claim to the Pacific shows analysis of importance with, for
example, 'this led to a new route', 'leading to more power and control',
'was important as it allowed', and 'this meant exploration was seen as
an opportunity.' AO1 is demonstrated throughout with references to
Darien, gold and pearls and the impact on conquistadors. The second
response shows similar analytical reasoning with supporting
knowledge.

For high Level 3, responses need to demonstrate a clear analysis of
importance of the first aspect within the question stem for the second
part of the stem which is then supported with accurate and relevant
information to show good knowledge and understanding.
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The response is low Level 2. There is an attempt to analyse importance
with 'so they could convert the natives', and some knowledge is shown
with comments on the bible and having to abandon beliefs. Overall the
response fails to focus clearly on the role of missionaries and the link
to the focus of the actual question is implied.

Responses should focus clearly on the actual question to ensure the
added information is relevant and demonstrates knowledge and
understanding.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance seen on this paper, students are offered the following advice:

Make sure that you attempt all three questions, including both parts of Q1 and Q3.
For all questions use accurate and relevant information to show your knowledge and
understanding of events.
Question 1: explain a link between the event and the consequence and do not simply
describe or state something that happened. Focus on what happened as a result of the
event.
Question 2: focus on the date range specified in the question and ensure the events or
developments in your narrative are linked together to show a clear sequence of events.
Question 3: explain the impact the development/event/person had on the second
development/event/person named in the question. Focus on what difference the
development/event/person made.
In this examination series there was a noticeable increase in the number of responses
with illegible handwriting. Students should be aware that examiners can only credit what
they can read.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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