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Introduction

Section B of Paper 2 assesses the British Depth Study. Candidates are required to answer
three questions targeted at Assessment Objective 1 (Knowledge and Understanding) and
Assessment Objective 2 (Analysis of Second Order Concepts). For 2024, the B paper was sat
alongside the P paper, for a total of 64 marks.

Question 1a follows an identical format to Q1 on Paper 1. Candidates should identify two
features or characteristics of the topic named in the question and then add a further detail
which will develop each feature or provide context for it. It is important that candidates
understand that the details need to be connected to the features - four disparate facts are
limited to a maximum of two marks.

Question 1b is scored out of 12 marks and the mark scheme is an identical format to Q4 on
Paper 1 and Q2 on Paper 3. This question targets the second-order concept of causation.
Two stimulus points are provided and these are intended as prompts to remind candidates
what they have studied. Candidates do not have to use the stimulus points and, indeed,
should not use them if they do not recognise them. Candidates should aim to cover three
aspects of content in their answer. The mark scheme has been updated for the 2024 series
with a removal of the Level 2 cap at 5 marks for answers that don't go beyond the stimulus
points and a reference to three or more aspects of content in Levels 3 and 4.

For Question 1¢, candidates have a choice between (i) and (ii). The questions may target any
second-order concept, such as consequence or similarity/difference. This question follows
the same principles as Q5/6 on Paper 1. As with Q1b, two stimulus points are provided to
prompt candidates. It should be noted that the stimulus points will usually relate to aspects
of content rather than directly indicating a factor that should be included; their use is not
compulsory. There is an expectation that there will be both depth and breadth of knowledge
to access the higher levels. Again, the mark scheme has been updated for the 2024 series
with a removal of the Level 2 cap at 7 marks and a reference to three or more aspects of
content in Levels 3 and 4.

A good proportion of candidates were able to demonstrate broad subject knowledge that
supported marks being awarded in Level 3. Those answers that moved into Level 4 showed a
good grasp on the conceptual focus of the question and provided a supported judgement,
based on criteria; this judgement was often sustained throughout the answer as well as
forming the basis of the conclusion, showing careful planning and a coherent line of
reasoning. The majority of answers at Level 4 presented a balanced argument but it should
be noted that this is not a required structure, as long as the student’s judgement is in relation
to the full conceptual focus of the question.
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At Level 2, candidates would usually provide a good range of relevant content but often
struggle to apply this to the second-order concept dictated in the question, often describing
the 'how' or 'what' of the topic rather than addressing the question fully. It is important that
candidates consider the question carefully and shape their answers in relation to its focus,
whether this be causation, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference or
significance.

Within section B, Q1a uses a points-based mark scheme, while Q1b and Q1c are marked
using ‘best fit’ against a levels of response mark scheme. Progression in AO1 is shown by the
student’s increasing ability to select information precisely and show wide-ranging knowledge
and understanding. Progression in AO2 is shown by a response moving from basic or
generalised comments to analytical explanation, showing a line of reasoning which is
coherent, logical and sustained. Centres are also reminded that the indicative content in the
mark scheme does not imply what must be included in a response, nor does it give any
expectation as to how candidates are expected to structure their responses. Any valid
analysis and detail are rewarded and examiners noted that some candidates demonstrated
impressive knowledge and understanding.

GCSE History specification and assessment changes

This note is a reminder that minor changes are being made to the Pearson Edexcel GCSE
History specification content and assessment model: assessment and language changes
apply from the June 2025 exam series onwards, and content changes from the June 2026
exam series onwards.

We strongly recommend, if you haven't already, that you familiarise yourself with these
changes in time for the start of the new academic year in September 2024. Some options are
affected more than others, but all options are affected by the assessment changes.

Below is a link to the summary guidance document, which will help you to find all the specific
information and guidance available to help you take on board these changes:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-
learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf

If you have any queries, please contact Mark Battye, our History subject advisor, at
TeachingHistory@pearson.com
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Question 1 (a)

In Question 1(a), candidates were asked to describe two features of Henry VIII's aims as
monarch. Although this topic appears in the first section of the specification, there was no
time period included in the question and therefore candidates were able to include relevant
aims from throughout the period of the course.

The question was well-answered, with a significant majority of candidates able to identify two
of Henry’s aims. Popular aims included siring an heir, conquering France, Henry's desire to be
seen as a ‘Renaissance Prince’ and his wish for power and prestige. Less common answers
referred to Henry's plans for the Church: this included both his desire to defend the Catholic
faith and his later desire to dominate it in pursuit of an annulment. Both approaches were
acceptable.

Where candidates provided irrelevant content, this was most commonly related to Henry'’s
personality rather than his aims: that Henry was not interested in the day-to-day workings of
government, for example; or to the aims of his ministers, for example, tackling enclosure.

Once again, there were very few blank answers this year and it is pleasing that the vast
majority of candidates had a grasp on Henry’s aims at some point during his reign. It was
unusual for candidates to repeat themselves. The most common barrier to full marks was
where candidates had provided incorrect or irrelevant supporting material for a correct aim,
for example, stating that Henry wanted a male heir and adding the detail that he wanted to
be the most powerful king in Europe.

The vast majority of answers were well-structured to meet the demands of the mark scheme,
demonstrating that candidates have been generally well-taught on how to approach the
question. It is also noted that very few candidates chose to continue their answer on
additional paper, indicating that most understand the value of keeping their answers brief.
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Answer Question 1(a), Question 1(b) and EITHER Question 1(c)(i) OR Question 1(c)(ii). .

1 (a) Describe two features of Henry VIli's aims as monarch.
(4)

Feature 1

|

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Although the candidate has identified two key pieces of information
relevant to the question, there is no contextual information provided in
support. Therefore, this answer scores 2 marks.

ff' \-

\) \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Ensure that each key fact is backed up with a supporting piece of
evidence.
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(Hlnry Viii and his ministers, 1509—40J

Answer Question 1(a), Question 1(b) and EITHER Question 1(c)(i) OR Question 1(c)(ii). - o

1 (a) Describe two features of Henry VIIl's aims as monarch.
(4)

Feature 1
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This candidate has demonstrated good knowledge of Henry's aims and
supported those chosen with background information about each one.
This response scored full marks.

T\ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

There are many different ways that supporting information can be
selected to contextualise the key feature.
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Answer Question 1(a), Question 1(b) and EITHER Question 1(c)(i) OR Question 1(c)(ii).

1 (a) Describe two features of Henry VIIl's aims as monarch.
(4)

Feature 1
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Feature 2
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate has identified two of Henry’s aims as monarch. The first
is very briefly developed, while the second has a little more detail. It
was agreed that this development was enough for this response to be
scored at full marks.

//"'/d \ ResultsPlus
\_} Examiner Tip
Responses to Q1a do not need to be overly detailed.
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Question 1 (b)

In Question 1(b), candidates were asked to explain the reasons for Wolsey's rise to become
King Henry VIII's most important minister by 1519. They were given the stimulus points of
Wolsey's personality and the Treaty of London (1518). A considerable proportion of
responses were able to use these prompts successfully to, firstly, identify aspects of Wolsey's
personality that helped him to rise in Henry’s service, for example his intelligence and loyalty;
and secondly, by explaining what the Treaty of London was and how this improved Wolsey’s
status in Henry's eyes.

Other common points of content included references to Wolsey's humble background, his
education and his early work for Henry VII; his work on the legal system, including Star
Chamber; his successes in organising the campaign in France to pursue Henry’s aim of
conquest; and the religious posts he held, providing a closer link between Henry and the
Catholic Church.

In general, content provided for this question was wide-ranging and it was clear that a
majority of candidates have a detailed understanding of this part of the specification. Some
students scoring in Level 1 struggled to provide relevant commentary about Wolsey, but it
was more common for students at this level to give a brief list of Wolsey's attributes or
provide brief but accurate context for the stimulus points. At Level 2, candidates accurately
described some of Wolsey’s achievements but were unable to link these clearly to his rise to
the role of chief minister, more often stating that these things resulted in Henry liking Wolsey,
rather than explaining how this led to Wolsey becoming more powerful. The removal of the
cap in Level 2 meant that some candidates were able to achieve the top of the level solely by
extrapolating from the stimulus points.

Responses in Levels 3 and 4 tended to use specific phrases to help them develop their
description into explanation and analysis. Level 3 responses tended to explain the conceptual
focus of the question well, but lacked the consistent analysis necessary to move into Level 4.
More commonly, responses in this level explained Wolsey’s various successes and added a
brief comment about how this led to his success with Henry.

Level 4 responses tended to demonstrate strong subject knowledge, which was both detailed
and wide-ranging, and a clear ability to organise their answers effectively. At this level,
candidates often combined a few examples from typical responses under the umbrella of
one aspect, for example, focusing on foreign policy and exemplifying this with the Battle of
the Spurs and the Treaty of London.

Some common out-of-period content included Wolsey's organisation of the Field of the Cloth
of Gold (1520), his introduction of the Amicable Grant and his reorganisation of the Court
through the Eltham Ordinances. Candidates are encouraged to revise the chronology of
events in this time period carefully; it is also important to note that the latter of these two
content points would be difficult to use to indicate Wolsey’s growing importance. A small
minority of candidates confused Wolsey with Cromwell.
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(b) Explain why Wolsey had become Henry Vill's most important minister by 1519.
(12)

r . R ™

You may use the following in your answer:
«  Wolsey’s personality
+ the Treaty of London (1518)

kYou must also use information of your own.
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response demonstrates some knowledge and understanding in
relation to the topic in the question. The candidate is familiar with
Wolsey, his background and some of his achievements. There is an
attempt to address the conceptual focus of the question, but the
development lacks specific focus on the question or is based on
conjecture rather than fact. This response scored in Level 2.

™
/’-’ \
f i -\

\ ResultsPlus
\_/ Examiner Tip
Where possible, use precise language to describe key events from the
course - in this response, for example, naming the war with France.
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(b) Explain why Wolsey had become Henry Vlil's most important minister by 1519,
(12)

-
You may use the following in your answer:

- Wolsey's personality v Uiny o Mo Jthe s

« the Treaty of London (1518)
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¢ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response covers several points of content, demonstrating good
knowledge and understanding. Each aspect is explained and then

some effort is made to link this to the conceptual focus of the

question, although this is generally stated and lacks the analysis
required for Level 4. This answer scored in Level 3.

<R
&R | ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
When sharing details of the events of the topic in the question, ensure
you spend time linking this to the conceptual focus of the question.
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(b) Explain why Wolsey had become Henry VIil's most important minister by 1519,
(12)

- ™
You may use the following in your answer: .
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N
\/ { ResultsPlus
/--.‘: Examiner Comments

This answer focuses consistently on the concept of the question. As
specified in the report, this candidate has combined several aspects of
content under one cause of Wolsey's rise, doing this most effectively in
the first paragraph, which focuses on his foreign policy. There is well-
formed analysis throughout. This answer met all the criteria for a Level
4 response and therefore scored full marks.

A . ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Provide a clear answer to the question and then select evidence to
support that answer. This will help you to construct an analytical
explanation.
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Question 1 (c)(i)

Question 1(c) required candidates to analyse a statement related to a debate from the topic
and reach an evaluative conclusion. Where candidates achieved Level 4, this evaluation was
most often evidenced throughout the essay, demonstrating linked analysis and showing
nuance. Conclusions usually involved discussion of the conceptual focus and a weighing up
of the different evidence to reach an overall judgement. Most responses included a
judgement, but at Levels 2 and 3, this was often stated or repetitive, without supplying
justifications or selecting criteria that were relevant to the question. These responses also
typically failed to display a running judgement throughout their answer, instead giving
evidence relevant to the question and not analysing that evidence in relation to the question.

It was noted by the examining team that there were very few blank answers for Question 1c
this year.

Question 1(c)(i) had a causation focus and proved the more popular of the optional questions
this year. Candidates were asked to assess whether Henry VIlI's desire for an annulment was
the main reason for the break with Rome. The stimulus points provided were Pope Clement
VII's opposition to the annulment and Thomas Cromwell. This question drew on content from
the third part of the specification.

It was clear that this topic was a popular one among candidates, a majority of whom were
able to provide some relevant and accurate content in relation to the break with Rome. As
well as detailed knowledge of the annulment and Thomas Cromwell’'s personal religious
views and the impact these might have had, common points of content included the wealth
held by the Church, the influence of Anne Boleyn, and a sense of anticlericalism in England,
linked to the spread of Luther’s ideas from continental Europe.

Level 1 responses tended to provide some general information about the topic and it was
noted by the examining team that, even at this lower level, candidates demonstrated some
knowledge of the international situation vis a vis the Pope and the Holy Roman Emperor. At
Level 2, it was common for candidates to provide a clear narrative of the events leading up to
the break with Rome but the limiting factor was often an inability to clearly link these events
with explanation of how they caused the break: instead, the conceptual focus was left
implicit.

Responses in Level 3 made clear links between the content they provided and the causation
focus of the question, explaining clearly how each point led to the break with Rome. It was
common for responses at this level in particular to take a chronological approach, but to
refer back to the question regularly to ensure that the explanation was explicit.

In Level 4, candidates were able to weigh up the factors to evaluate which was the most
important reason for the break with Rome, making generalisations about the causes and
precisely selecting content to contextualise each cause. Often, they divided causes into short-
term and long-term categories, indicating that the desire for an annulment was an ongoing
issue but that an increase in Cromwell's power precipitated the event, for example.
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Common mistakes included muddling the names of Henry's wives, which only rarely had an
impact on a candidate’s score, and chronological errors such as including the Valor
Ecclesiasticus as a reason for the break with Rome. In some cases, candidates incorrectly
focused on the reasons why Henry wanted an annulment.
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Ingicate wnich question you are answering Dy marking a cross in the Dox g§. IT you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross &.

Chosen question number: Question 1(c)(i) l Question 1(c)(ii)
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~ / ResultsPlus

/'--.‘: Examiner Comments
This response is typical of many Level 2 responses to this question. The
candidate describes the reasons for Henry wanting an annulment, the
struggles Wolsey faced in achieving it and Cromwell’s eventual success.
This candidate is clearly very familiar with this content but has not
been able to shape their knowledge to fit the conceptual focus of the

guestion.

ResultsPlus
~<\

Examiner Tip
Make regular references back to the question through your answer to
ensure that your content fits the conceptual focus. Writing an initial
plan may also help with this.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 1(c)(i) X Question 1(c)(ii) &
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This candidate has demonstrated wide-ranging knowledge of this
topic, including detailed facts to support an analytical explanation.
Aspects of content are evaluated throughout to provide a clear and
compelling judgement in relation to the focus of the question. The
judgement is fully supported and there is a clear line of reasoning
throughout the response. This response scored high in Level 4.

A\ ResultsPlus
~<\

Examiner Tip
Consider the points you will be making throughout the answer and
organise them coherently so that your line of reasoning is clear
throughout the response.
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Question 1 (c)(ii)

Question 1(c)(ii) had a significance focus. Candidates were invited to assess the extent to
which Cromwell's changes to the government marked his most significant achievement
between 1534 and 1540. The stimulus points offered were the Privy Council and the
dissolution of the monasteries. This question was significantly less popular with candidates,
but where candidates did attempt it, they were more likely to score in the higher levels of the
mark scheme. It was noted that the best responses were of a standard beyond the
expectations of GCSE.

Once again, it was impressive to see strong knowledge of this content regularly
demonstrated by candidates. It was not uncommon to read responses that carefully detailed
changes with Wales and the Council of the North, as well as changes within government at
Westminster prompted by the stimulus point. Counter-points included the Act of Supremacy,
the changes to the Church including the dissolution of the monasteries, and the
reorganisation of Henry’s finances using the Court of Augmentations.

The strongest answers used criteria for making a judgement. The conceptual focus for this
question offers a broad range of relevant criteria and it was evident that a good percentage
of candidates attempting it had had practice in developing criteria for judging significance.
Common approaches considered the extent to which people living in England at this time
were affected by his changes, the impact they had on Henry's personal wealth and power, or
the longevity of the changes brought about by Cromwell.

In the mid-range, candidates were able to describe a number of changes made by Cromwell
but were more likely to state that these were significant, rather than explaining why they
were significant or evaluating them against each other. Candidates taking this approach were
likely to score in Level 2, achieving up to eight marks. At Level 3, candidates were more often
able to supply criteria to judge significance but these were often underdeveloped or applied
in isolation, weakening the evaluation.

There were some errors caused by a confusion over the chronology. A few candidates wrote
about the annulment, possibly due to this being indicated by Q1ci, but this content was not
rewardable within the date range set out by the question. It should be noted, however, that
the vast majority of answers to this question did concentrate solely on the specific date range
and centres are to be commended for their careful teaching of this period.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question 1(c)(i) %= Question 1(c)(ii) X
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Examiner Comments

This Level 3 response clearly explains three changes brought about by
Cromwell during his tenure as Henry’s minister. There is accurate and
relevant information included and, for each point of content, a
judgement is made about the impact that resulted from the change.
However, the significance of each one is then stated, rather than the
points made being weighed against each other or judged using criteria.

It is noted that the candidate has referred to the 1533 Act of
Supremacy in this response; this content was acceptable for this
answer as the act was passed in 1534.
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Examiner Tip

When making a judgement about significance, develop specific criteria
for making the judgement and apply these throughout the answer,
rather than making generalisations about relative importance.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen question number: Question 1(c)(i) Question 1(c)(ii) =
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b/-----. Examiner Comments
This response demonstrates wide-ranging and detailed knowledge of
the changes wrought by Cromwell. The candidate uses criteria to judge
significance throughout the essay, considering, for example, how wide
an impact the reforms had. There are some content errors here, such
as referring to the Privy Chamber instead of Council and including the
annulment, but these do not prevent the response from reaching high

in level 4.

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Writing a Level 4 response requires you to know the content really well,
so that you can make precise selections and group different points of
content under broad headings, such as changes to government and
changes to religion.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance seen on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure that you revise content from all the sections on the specification.

Take care to learn the topic-specific vocabulary and practise using it.

A secure understanding of chronology is fundamentally important: carefully check the
date ranges used in questions.

Use your time wisely - don 't write too much for Q1a.

Aim to write something for every question, even if it is just general knowledge about the
topic: every mark counts.

Demonstrate depth of knowledge by including specific evidence where possible; this could
include names, dates, statistics or events.

Remember that the 16-mark question asks you to evaluate the statement in the question.
Plan your answer so that you develop a consistent line of argument.

Structuring your answer into paragraphs will make your line of reasoning clearer.

If you run out of space, continue your answer on an additional sheet of paper and indicate
this clearly in your booklet.

If typing using a word processor, or using additional paper, you should answer the B and P
papers in separate documents.

37 GCSE History 1HIO B3



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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