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Introduction
This was the tenth series of this specification but the first of the revised 2013 version. It is
one of now three similar Source Enquiries. Each unit follows a similar pattern both in terms
of the sources used, questions asked and the structure of their mark schemes. In the 2013
revision there were some significant changes both to the qualifications content and the
nature of the questions asked and how they relate to a revised mark scheme. Much greater
emphasis is now placed on the candidates own knowledge of the topic being assessed and
their ability to deploy it effectively. They should be able to use their own knowledge of
the specifications content and its historical context alongside their ability to analyse and
evaluate historical sources. The mark scheme will reward both but at the higher levels of
questions 2, 3, 4 and 5.
Question 1 on this unit remains unchanged with its focus on comprehension and inference.
Question 2 is focused on why a representation of a past event was produced. The old cross
referencing question 3 is replaced by a question requiring use of a source and additional
knowledge of the topic deployed in answer to a question. It is impossible to attain more than
5 marks without the use of both additional knowledge and the use of the specified source.
Additional knowledge does not include using information lifted from other sources contained
in the paper.
Question 4, which used to focus on a range of questions based on utility, focuses squarely
on the issue of reliability. A limitation is placed on responses that do not make use of
additional knowledge at both levels 2 and 3. Question 5 also requires the use of additional
knowledge of the focus of the question for the highest marks of Level 3 and to access all of
Level 4 as well as the three sources specified at the higher marks The paper was broadly
comparable to other units. The Paper performed well and there is evidence that most
candidates were able to demonstrate positive achievement on all questions. The focus of
questions 2, 3 and 4 caused some candidates problems. Question 5 demonstrated responses
that made good use of the sources. The deployment of additional knowledge of the Miners’
Strike was often balanced and impressive. Other questions were straightforward and should
have presented few problems for well-prepared candidates. Some of the work seen was
exceptionally good. There was much less evidence than in previous series of candidates
failing to at least tackle Question 5. The use of own knowledge in question 5 was, as in
previous series, a problem to accessing the higher marks in Level 3 and all of Level 4. Many
who just made use of the sources provided were unable to proceed beyond Level 3 and
10 marks. However few candidates scored very low marks on the paper. Evidence based
skills and use of sources was often better deployed than the candidates own knowledge of
the topic and subject area. In terms of the reliability questions there are still a significant
number of candidates who produce simplistic learnt responses such as primary sources are
more reliable and therefore of more use than secondary ones.
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Question 1
Many students continued to answer this question well scoring full marks in many cases
which was pleasing. There were very few responses that were only able to achieve Level 1.
Most reached Level 3 4-5 with a minimum weak supported inference or a good supported
inference about government attitudes. A good number were able to develop two well
supported inferences. However, there were a relatively large number of papers from
students who had no real idea what an inference was or who had misunderstood inferences.
Several merely copied out huge chunks of the source, some inserted lots of own knowledge
writing virtually 2 pages in some cases – this means that lots of valuable exam time must
have been wasted on what should be a simple, fairly brief process of giving 2 inferences and
providing quotes to support them allowing them more time to spend on the higher mark
questions later in the paper.The latter was less common than it had been in previous series.
A range of valid inferences were seen, e.g. Scargill was viewed as "radical", "a
revolutionary"; the government saw him as "a threat", "predictable", "reckless", "they
feared him", they weren't scared" and many more. A few weaker candidates, but also
some well informed candidates, attempted to answer the question solely using their own
knowledge.
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Examiner Comments

A response that has two clear inferences - Scargill as a
problem for the government and a political threat to the
economy and capitalism. This response was worthy of
maximum marks.

Examiner Tip

If you only make two inferences and do not make use of the source
in support the most you can get is Level 2 and three marks.
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Question 2
Overall candidates answered this question very well with very few staying at Level 1. A
number of responses did however demonstrate a face value approach to comprehending
the representations message/purpose. Here they stated that the purpose of the cartoon
was to encourage the miners to strike. A few thought that the NCB were on the side of the
NUM rather than the government. These misunderstandings affected marks adversely so
that some only reached low Level 2. Some stressed the NCBs attempt at neutrality given
the conflict between striking and working miners and NCB attempts to unite them – “help us
secure your future”. This nuanced interpretation could get Level 3 6/7 marks with good use
of the source.
However most candidates had a good grasp of the purpose re: encouraging striking miners
to return to work – e.g. pointless, persuading them the NCB had their best interests at
heart, threatening – it’s the last offer and many were already returning to work.
At Level 2 some candidates remained at 4 marks due to lack of additional own knowledge
but a significant amount got 5 due to good content and some support from their own
knowledge.
At Level 3 a lot of candidates were pegged at 6 marks as they were limited by not using
clear additional own knowledge to move marks up but did very good analysis of the source
to explain the purpose.
At Level 3 7 – 8 marks – additional own knowledge was used about the decline in the
number of strikers numbers due to the failure to ballot members and the ballot and seizing
of funds leading to poverty and the loss of benefits, the bitter conflict between the 2 types
of miners, the aim of the NCB and government.
Students need generally to include more contextual knowledge but also more analysis of the
source. The skill of analysing representations is something that candidates need to develop
and refine.
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Examiner Comments

Correctly identifies this advertisement as an attempt to
get striking miners back to work.Cleverly it suggests that
the only thing separating the miners and their ambitions
for the industry is the fact that the striking miners are not
working and working miners are better off. A solid level 3
response worth maximum marks.

Examiner Tip

When the focus of this representation is its purpose it makes
sense to address this at the very start of the response.
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Question 3
This new style of question was accessible for students. However, lack of experience on how
to approach this sort of question was in evidence. Many candidates used the source well,
but then fell down because they didn’t include any or very little of their own knowledge
which limited their mark to Level 2 and 5 marks. Most students were able to access Level
2 as they could use the source to describe the different roles of the Flying Pickets. In Level
2, most responses got Level 2/5 -6 marks for either using just source or limited OK. There
was much focus on the general violence of the “Flying Pickets” at this level without specific
precise knowledge as to why Orgreave or Nottingham were significant. Many were able to
make general comments about the Flying Pickets stopping coal movement or the role of the
media in portraying miners badly which lost support, but no developed explanation.
In Level 3, there were some good developed explanations of the significance/role/impact of
the role of Flying Pickets in relation to government response e.g the role of the police police
and increase in tensions and violence, scabs in Nottingham and how Orgreave was portrayed
in the BBC footage and the media etc. However, very few were awarded 9 or 10 marks as
only one role/part was explained in a developed way using precise knowledge whilst other
parts/roles were more in Level 2 with generalisations.
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Examiner Comments

This reponse which achieved Level 3 marks did so by
making good use of Source C as well as additional
knowledge of the use of Flying Pickets.

Examiner Tip

Make use of both Source C and your own knowledge
of the topic to access more than 5 marks.
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Question 4
Although most candidates discussed both Sources D and E, as is often the case, there was
more discussion of the content than the nature of the sources. Most candidates recognised
the potential for bias within Source D and E. Better answers also explained in detail how
this would weaken or strengthen the evidence. However, some would just regard it as
not reliable. Some candidates were able to comprehensively acknowledge the strengths
and weaknesses of the cartoon and the diary entry using the provenance to justify their
argument. A common response recognised the failure of Arthur Scargill as the leader of the
NUM and were able to discuss or explain the tension between Scargill and the government.
Furthermore, many explained the reason for the portrayal of the cartoon as it came from the
Daily express who were in support of the government.
A large majority of candidates interpreted the evidence and were able to at least say
whether it was reliable or not. The best responses to this question retained a clear focus on
the particular enquiry in the question. Some exceptional responses recognised that Source
D and E presented how both sources were limited as they agreed that both sources were
against the leadership of Scargill. This was further consolidated with the use of their own
knowledge that centred on Scargill’s leaderships and the context of the strike. However, the
majority offered suggested reasons of why Scargill’s gamble on calling for a strike was like
‘playing Russian Roulette’.
Top responses were available to offer a combination of why each sources was and wasn’t
reliable. This was further supported through their own knowledge and the abilities to provide
comparisons of the purpose of the sources to support or challenge the focus of the question.
Responses that reached the top level were often restricted the middle of the level because
of a weak own knowledge, often in relation to nature, origin, purpose. A significant number
of responses only reached Level 2. There were a couple of main reasons for this. Many only
discussed content of the source or just used their own knowledge often losing focus of the
question. Others attempted to discuss the provenance of the sources but were only able to
offer simple statements built around assumed bias; “Source D is biased because it was the
Daily Express newspaper that was on the side of the government.”
Most responses were in Level 2 mid to top range 6 to 7 marks but also quite a few were in
Level 3, 8 and 9. At Level 2 the majority focused on what the source tells us i.e. content
as opposed to reliability/nature/origin/purpose. Candidates found it easy to explain the
value of the satire of the cartoon which was depicted in Source D whilst acknowledging the
reasons why Source E was portrayed in such a ways as it was often discussed the reliability
of a diary account of Bill Key as the leader of the Printworkers’ Union. Most candidates
recognised that the sources was biased and limitations of both sources.
A common approach by many candidates was to discuss the utility of the question only.
In some instances, candidates failed to use their own knowledge. At times candidates
replicated answering question 3 in Unit 1 discussing why the sources were ‘useful to a
historian’.
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Examiner Comments

A response that addresses reliability in terms of both
provenance and content. It also combines use of the
sources with a good grasp of the historical context behind
Scargill's decisions.

Examiner Tip

Make sure candidates focus on the question of
reliability and make sure they make use of both
sources in terms of content and provenance.
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Question 5
This question differentiated well and allowed a full range of responses from the basic and
generalised to the analytical and well supported. The majority of candidates tended to reach
either Level 2 or Level 3. The main reason was that they tended to treat the question as
a source analysis question. A more effective approach was to construct an argument that
allowed them to develop an answer that challenged or supported source F. Although many
used their own knowledge, this wasn’t often sufficient to provide a sustained analysis and
evaluation throughout the enquiry. Often, many candidates found it difficult to construct
a coherent argument which considered strength of the evidence in reaching an overall
conclusion. However, most candidates were able to answer confidently at Level 2 by using
the sources and /or their own knowledge.
Most marks were given in the range Level 2, 8 to Level 3, 10 as own knowledge typically at
Level 3 was limited. Some students stayed at Level 2 by failing to use the sources and only
using their own additional knowledge. Candidates who reached a Level 3 often remained at
Level 3, 10 as they were not able to use additional knowledge which they should deploy to
support their answer.
Most candidates used the three suggested sources A, E and F with some confidence.
Others also used other sources notably C and D to reinforce their answers. Level 2 typically
candidates made supporting statements to agree or disagree. At the top end of Level 3
candidates were able to evaluate the importance of government preparation in the defeating
the miners’ strike. The majority of responses tended to agree with the statements whilst
others were able to cite other factors that contributed to the failure of the strike. Level 4
responses remained mainly were 13 or 14 marks. These were typically sustained, balanced
answers which looked at both sides and tended to conclude that other factors played a
part such as the lack of support from other trade unions and also the impact of Scargill’s,
leadership. Many of the solid responses often concluded that the strike was doomed to fail
as a ballot was not held undermining the strikes legality. Typical examples of own knowledge
included the “Government changed power stations to oil/government always had more
power/the upper hand/were one step ahead of the miners and lots of media problems
(death of Wilkie/Battle of Orgreave etc.). Not many candidates mentioned the poor timing
of the strike i.e. spring not winter but many wrote about the hardship and poverty of the
miners.
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Examiner Comments

A response that makes good use of the sources and
additional knowledge that discusses the relative
importance of government preparations as opposed to
other factors involved in the failure of the miners'strike.
A solid level 3 response with three marks for SPaG.

Examiner Tip

Need to make a judgement on the question set at the outset. Important to
make use of both sources and own additional knowledge.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper candidates are offered the following advice:
•

Make sure that inferences are made in Question 1 and not simply lifted quotes from the
source.

•

Ensure that the purpose of the source is directly addressed and avoid just commenting
on the information it provides.

•

Make sure you use both information from source C and your own knowledge in
answering question 3.

•

Explain each source’s reliability in terms of its content and provenance in question 4.

•

Avoid excessive length on earlier questions to allow enough time to do justice to the 19
marks on offer in Question 5.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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