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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from candidates in the first session of
the new specifications which requires the use of much more own knowledge in four of the
questions but especially in questions 3 and 5. The paper requires candidates to answer five
questions in 75 minutes and some candidates managed to write at considerable length in
this time. However, it was noticeable that a number of candidates failed to complete (in
some cases even start) question 5. This was due to mismanagement of timing often as
a result of writing over long answers to previous questions. Centres should note that the
amount of space provided in the booklet for answers, is more than we would expect any
answer to take, not a recommendation of the amount candidates should write.
There were strong answers to all questions although, in some cases, there were formulaic
responses which did not directly address the question. For example, some answers
referred to the reliability of the sources in question 5 without directly relating this to either
the strength of support or challenge for the cross referencing or the hypothesis.
A number of candidates go through the nature, origins and purpose of the sources without
explicitly answering the question, whether it is utility or reliability.
There was also a noticeable increase in the number of candidates who wrongly labelled the
source they were referring to especially in question 4 with Source E being confused with
Source D.
An example response from the examination is given for each question in the report.
Please note that in some cases part answers only are given as exemplification, not full
answers.
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Question 1
Candidates were asked to make inferences about the General Strike. The most obvious
inferences were the General Strike was to help the miners and that the government saw the
General Strike as a serious threat.
The key to answering this question is to make the inference and use the wording of the
source only as the support for the inference. An inference should not be made using the
words of the source, as that is likely to produce paraphrasing.
So candidates who stated that the trade unions are fighting to save the miners’ standard
of living were copying the source, not making valid inferences and were marked at Level 1.
Those who wrote that ‘the General Strike was to help the miners ‘ and then added I know
this because the Source says that the trade unions are fighting for one thing only, to protect
the miners’ standard of living were making a valid inference and supporting it from the
source. Such answers were rewarded at Level 3.
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Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 answer. The candidate makes
three supported inferences, each of which is
supported by quotes from the source. Notice
how the answer signposts the examiner, ‘I know
this because...’. Remember that two supported
inferences are enough for full marks.

Examiner Tip

To gain higher marks you must make two inferences
supported from the source. Why not say ‘I know
this because the source says...’? Do not write too
much although, if you have time, do three supported
inferences.
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Question 2
This question mark scheme has changed for these new specifications. The question still
asks candidates to explain the purpose of a poster. The majority of candidates were able
to identify the purpose of the source and support it with details from the contents of the
source. For example the candidate who wrote the purpose of the cartoon was to turn the
public against the General Strike.
This is supported by the message of the cartoon that direct action such as a general strike
was a threat to parliament and the Constitution. Arthur Cook, a leader of the miners, is
shown crushing the much smaller figure of parliament would achieve a mid-level 2 mark.
However to achieve level 2 this needs to be supported with own knowledge. For example
the cartoon was published in 1925 at a time when, because of the events of Black and Red
Friday, there was a distinct possibility of a general strike.
However, to reach Level 3 candidates must have explained the purpose by analysing
the representation, in other words the treatment or selection of the content of the
representation. For example the candidate who wrote that the cartoonist has selected
the large figure of Arthur Cook, a leader of the miners, crushing the much smaller figure
of parliament, making him look very threatening would achieve a low level 3 mark. For
a higher mark in Level 3 the candidate needs to support this explanation with their own
knowledge. The cartoon was published in 1925 at a time when there were still problems in
the coal industry and the possibility of further cuts in wages, which could encourage the TUC
to call a general strike.

6

GCSE History 5HA03 A3

Examiner Comments

This is Level 3 answer in which the candidate and
explains the purpose of the cartoon and supports
this with reference to how Cook is portrayed in
the cartoon. Moreover the candidate includes
relevant own knowledge about the growth in
trade union membership.

Examiner Tip

The key to Level 3. Why not go straight to the
purpose of the source? Remember, however, that this
must be explained fully by reference to the selection
and treatment of the representation and must be
supported with own knowledge.
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Question 3
This question asks candidates to use Source C and their own knowledge to explain why
there were problems in the coal industry after the First World War. Source C does provide
some possible reasons more especially the falling demand for coal at home and abroad,
competition from cheaper American coal and other forms of power. A number of candidates
were able to further develop these and other reasons using their own knowledge of the
topic. Indeed, the best answers began with evidence or a quote from the source and then
turned this into a developed, explained reason through the effective use of their own
knowledge.
Some candidates used source and knowledge separately. A lot of candidates used quotes
from Source C such as “there is competition from other forms of power” and then did not
use own knowledge to provide further explanation…such as gas and oil. Centres need to be
aware that to get above 5/10 there must be own knowledge. However, many candidates
did demonstrate excellent economic awareness when answering this question especially the
impact of falling demand on revenues, profits, costs and wages.
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Examiner Comments

This is part of a level 3 answer in which the
candidate gives two explained reasons for the
problems of the coal industry. Notice how the
candidate begins each paragraph with a reference
to a reason mentioned in the source and then
explains this reason more fully with the effective
use of own knowledge. In addition the candidate
signposts the answer by beginning each paragraph
with ‘the first reason’ or ‘the second reason’.

Examiner Tip

For this question use the source to stimulate own
knowledge. For example, you could begin each
paragraph with a quote from the source and then
develop this further with your own knowledge.
Therefore, the examiner will be aware that you
are making effective use of the source and your
own knowledge. Remember, however, that you
can also explain factors which are not mentioned
in the source. Two explained factors, as long as
they include the use of the source and your own
knowledge, will achieve a level 3 mark.
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Question 4
For this question, candidates had to examine the reliability of Source D, a photograph
published in a newspaper showing a demonstration by strikers in the north-east during the
General Strike, and Source E, some of the headlines shown in the British Gazette, during
the General strike. Most candidates achieved Level 2 by examining the contents/information
given in each source or commenting on the nature, origins or purpose of the sources,
but the top mark in this level was for those candidates who supported this with their own
knowledge. Many candidates were able to interrogate the sources effectively commenting
on both their content and provenance. Candidates who were able to do this effectively with
both sources could score Level 3 with higher marks in the level awarded to candidates who
supported this with relevant own knowledge. Candidates were generally confident with the
provenance of both sources. However, a number of candidates used formulaic responses in
which they went through the nature, origins and purpose of each source without making
direct reference to how these affected reliability. Others simply described the contents of
each source - what they could see or read.
Many candidates therefore made effective use of contextual knowledge including the
derailing of the Flying Scotsman, anecdotal accounts of football matches between police
and strikers as well as the fact that the some parts of the country were less peaceful than
others during the General Strike. A small number of candidates focused on utility rather
than reliability. Remember this question will always ask candidates to evaluate the reliability
of two sources.
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Examiner Comments

This is part of a very good Level 3 answer. Notice
how the candidate comments on the reliability of
both the contents and the provenance of Source D
and supports this evaluation with own knowledge
about some of the violence carried out by the
strikers.

Examiner Tip

Remember to mine and interrogate each source.
Make judgements on the information/contents
as well as the origins, nature and/or purpose of
each source and support this with relevant own
knowledge.
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Question 5
There were a number of well-structured answers to this question which asks how far do you
agree with that the General Strike did threaten to bring about revolution in Britain, using
your own knowledge, Sources A, B and F and any other sources you find helpful to explain
your answer. The majority of candidates utilised Sources A, B and F. A minority utilised C
and D. A lot of candidates relied heavily on the source material and struggled to reason from
the evidence to address the question. A lot were able to construct an argument but lacked
additional knowledge to support that argument. The best candidates produced structured
balanced responses that answered the question bringing in support from the sources and
their own knowledge (middle class fear of communism and the Zinoviev letter) to answer
the question. They weighed the evidence (sources and own knowledge) to make an overall
judgement.
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Examiner Comments

This is the first part of a strong Level 4 answer. Notice however the candidate makes explicit
judgements on the strength of the evidence in sources for or against the view and supports
this with relevant own knowledge. The candidate also makes judgements on the strength of the
evidence in the sources based on their reliability.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that you use the three stated sources and your own knowledge to make a balanced
judgement on the view given in the question. Do not simply summarise each source and/or
totally depend on the sources. In addition weigh up the strength of evidence from the sources
themselves based on their reliability. Leave enough time to write an answer to this question.
Remember it is worth 16 marks.
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Paper Summary
A general summary for improvement in the approach to question types (which are common
across the three options) may prove of benefit to centres:
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•

Question 1. Candidates often wrote too much for inference. It is sufficient to make the
inferences and support them from the source, often with a direct quote. The reliability of
the source is not a relevant issue.

•

Question 2. Ensure that candidates’ analysis of the treatment or selection of the content
of the representation is used to explain its purpose, not just the message. This should
be supported with evidence from the source itself and contextual knowledge. It is better
to begin with the purpose and then support this with the message of the source.

•

Question 3. Ensure that candidates utilise the source and own knowledge together
to explain at least one and preferably two factor. A lot of candidates used source and
knowledge separately and/or used quotes from Source C and then did not use own
knowledge to provide further explanation.

•

Question 4. Candidates should avoid simply describing the contents of the sources.
They should evaluate both the information/contents in the context of reliability as well as
the nature, origins and purpose and support this evaluation with their own knowledge.

•

Question 5. The best candidates produce structured balanced responses that answer
the question, bringing in support from the sources and their own knowledge to answer
the question. They weigh the evidence (sources and own knowledge) to make an overall
judgement based on the weight of evidence given in the sources and/or their reliability
as well as their own knowledge.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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