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Introduction
Candidates seem to have found this year's paper accessible and there were many excellent
responses, although there was some confusion about the difference between censorship and
propaganda (Question 1b) and material on Nazi propaganda post-1932 in Question 1d.
It was pleasing to see an increased focus on change in responses to Questions 2a and
2b and to note that the requirement to provide a third factor to access higher marks in
Question 3 did not appear to be a problem for most candidates. What was disappointing
was that a large number of candidates, particularly on Question 3b, wrote significant detail
without linking it to the stated outcome. Centres might like to consider an approach where
their candidates make such a link at the beginning of each paragraph and then provide
detail to support their argument. It seems that in providing detail first, some candidates are
forgetting to then make the link.
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates had few problems with this straightforward starter question, though some chose
to answer on the Nazis in general, rather than Nazi employment policies. Most common
inferences were that the Nazi economic policies were related to war or public works, that
they were successful, or that they came at a cost in terms of working conditions.
Most answers were rewarded at Level 3 for supporting such inferences.

Examiner Comments

The first lines of this answer are clearly
Level 3 with an inference made and
supported. The remaining three lines are an
example of Level 1 paraphrasing or quoting.
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Examiner Tip

Remember that candidates do not have
to write at length on this question. They
need to make an inference, support it with
a quote from the source, and move on.

Question 1 (b)
This question revealed a confusion in the minds of some candidates between censorship and
propaganda. Censorship involves control to prevent the wrong message being portrayed,
whereas propaganda relates to the promotion of an acceptable message. There is obviously
a link between the two, and where candidates wrote about propaganda being used to
promote Nazi beliefs as part of a wider policy of ensuring only the correct message was
given, answers were rewarded. However, some candidates wrote only on Nazi propaganda
methods and these answers were not rewarded.
The majority of answers, however, received high marks for detailing Nazi political censorship
(newspaper, radio, e.g.), but also social/cultural censorship (the Arts and anti-Jewish
measures e.g.).
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Examiner Comments

A very good Level 2 answer, with a
number of features identified and
supported with factual detail.

6

GCSE History 5HA02 2A

Examiner Tip

In this question, the examiners are
looking for precise detail. So candidates
should organise their response into two
paragraphs and then provide as much
detail as they can to support those points.

Question 1 (c)
There were a surprising number of nil responses to this question. The Enabling Act is,
perhaps, the key to the Nazi dismantling of democracy within Germany and it is perplexing
that some candidates did not seem to know what it was. Having said that, the overwhelming
majority of candidates wrote well on the impact of the Act and how it gave Hitler the
opportunity to remove opposition and carry out measures to introduce a totalitarian regime.
Although the question was intended to limit answers to 1933, it could be interpreted to
apply to years after that date and so material on e.g. the Nuremberg Laws was accepted.
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Examiner Comments

A good explanation of how the Enabling Act
opened the way for Hitler to assert his authority
over Germany. A clear Level 3 response.
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Examiner Tip

To score at the highest level candidates need to
explain the effects of the action or event given.
The question requires more than listing detail.
The impact must be explained, and to reach
the highest level, it is necessary to look at the
wider effects.

Question 1d
The reasons for the growth in support for the Nazis are well-known, and there was good
detail on the impact of the Wall St. Crash, the fear of communism, the weakness of the
Weimar government and the steps taken by the Nazis to win popularity. However, there
were many occasions when good detail was not rewarded with a Level 3 mark because the
link between the factor and the outcome was not made. Explaining the problems created
by the Wall St. Crash is a Level 2 response. Explaining why those problems brought about
support for the Nazis (i.e. their promises to restore the economy) is a Level 3 response.
Candidates need to take care to write within the dates given in the question. Although
the Nazis did use propaganda to win support, some candidates wrote at length about
propaganda techniques adopted after 1933 and so could not be rewarded.
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Examiner Comments

A response which focuses largely on
the importance of the Great Depression
in bringing support for the Nazis. The
factor is clearly linked to the outcome
and so the response reaches Level 3.

Examiner Tip

To achieve the top level, candidates need
to make sure that they link their reasons to
the outcome. It is not enough to set out the
problems created by the Wall St. Crash: e.g.
the question why did those problems lead
to an increase in support for the Nazi Party
needs to be asked.

GCSE History 5HA02 2A

11

Question 2 (a)
This was very much the more popular of the two options in Question 2. Candidates were
very familiar with the steps taken against the Jews in Germany and there was good detail
on the Nuremberg Laws, although some responses went beyond 1938 and beyond the
scope of the specification. Whilst there was little difficulty in explaining the measures taken
against the Jews, not all candidates were able to explain how those measures brought about
a change in their treatment. Whilst there was some anti-Semitism before 1933, this period
saw a change from Jews being treated as full citizens of Germany to one where they were
excluded from public office and often from ordinary day-to-day affairs.
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Examiner Comments

The response sets out the measures taken
against the Jews, but also explains how
these measures 'excluded them from being
Germans'. A clear Level 3 response.

Examiner Tip

This question is about change, so it
is not enough to explain just what
happened in this period. Candidates
have to explain how change occurred
and what difference it made.
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Question 2 (b)
Candidates seemed less secure in their knowledge of the changes within the Nazi Party in
this period. What was required was an explanation of how the Munich Putsch both led to
the party gaining its first seats in the Reichstag, but at the same time made Hitler realise
that a more 'political' approach was needed. This led to a relaunch of the party in 1925,
the restructuring of the party and the formation of the SS. The beginnings of a propaganda
campaign were also seen in this period.
Most candidates explained the importance of the Munich Putsch, and better answers showed
how it led to a different approach. However, other detail was less well-known and often
information from before 1923 was included.
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Examiner Comments

This answer shows an understanding of how
the Putsch brought about a change in Nazi
tactics and therefore reaches Level 3. The rest
of the answer is a little superficial, however,
and so a low mark in the band was awarded.

Examiner Tip

This question is about change, so it
is not enough to explain just what
happened in this period. Candidates
have to explain how change occurred
and what difference it made.
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Question 3 (a)
This was the more popular of the two options for Question 3 and candidates were able to
write in detail on the introduction of the Rentenmark and other measures introduced by
Stresemann. Discussion of the impact of the Dawes Plan was common, as was the Young
Plan (though this was never actually implemented). Most candidates were able to give
details of Germany's entry into the League and the Locarno and Kellogg-Briand agreements.
Only a minority of candidates, however, went on to explain that the improved foreign
relations helped create a context where economic recovery could take place.
Prioritisation was not common, with candidates often asserting that one factor was the most
important (because it was very important) or listing factors as 'the most important' or the
second most important', without attempting to justify this ranking.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate explains the importance of
the Rentenmark well in the first paragraph
and then goes on to explain other factors.
The conclusion makes an attempt to
prioritise between the factors, taking the
answer comfortably into Level 4.

Examiner Tip

When providing extensive narrative, it
is important to explain why the factors
being discussed contributed to the
outcome in the question.
Remember also, that to prioritise reasons
there must be a direct comparison
between factors. Why was one reason
more important than another, e.g.?
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Question 3 (b)
This question was less well-done than Question 3b. Candidates knew the reasons why the
Germans were not happy with the treaty (reparations, war guilt, land losses, and military
restrictions) but many failed to explain why that led to opposition. Perhaps candidates
thought it was self-evident why land losses, for example, would lead to opposition, but
examiners were looking for an explanation of how those land losses divided Germany and
impacted on the economy. Where such explanations were given, Level 3 was awarded
and Level 4 was reached where the reasons were prioritised. However, some candidates
disqualified themselves from reaching Level 4 by not providing the explanation needed to
first reach Level 3.
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Paper Summary
Based on the performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
•

Make sure you are aware of the different skills tested in each question (e.g. Question
1(d) is always about causation).

•

Pay particular attention to dates in the question. For example, if you are asked about the
Nazi Party in the years 1923–28, then restrict your answer to those years.

•

Make sure when explaining reasons in question 1d and Question 3, you always explain
why the factor you are addressing brought about the stated outcome.

•

Remember that the top levels are for explanation. That involves using factual knowledge
to make your points, not just asserting that something is the case.

•

In Question 3, you cannot reach the top of Level 2, or Level 3 (and cannot reach Level 4
at all) without bringing a factor additional to those in the stimuli into your answer.

•

In Question 3 prioritisation involves direct comparison between at least two factors. It
is not sufficient to explain why one factor was the most important without reference to
other factors.

GCSE History 5HA02 2A

19

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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