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Background information


The Great Fire of London began in the early hours of 2 September 1666. It came after a long hot
summer. Fires in the seventeenth century were common but this fire was different. For four days
the fire raged and efforts to control it seemed ineffective. Much of central London was destroyed.


From the diary of Samuel Pepys, 2 September 1666.


We saw the fire grow in the most horrid, bloody flame, not like the flame of an ordinary fire.
We saw the fire as an enormous arc of flame, more than a mile long. It made me weep to
see it.


In this paper you will investigate how people reacted to the fire and how destructive it was and
show your understanding of the way historians work when they try to reconstruct the past.


Source A: A German illustration of the Great Fire of London printed in 1670. It shows the view of
central London from the south side of the River Thames.
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Turn over
P38270A


Source B: A seventeenth century painting of the Great Fire of London.


Source C: From the diary of John Evelyn, 3 September 1666.


The fire continued all night. The fire, fanned by a fierce wind after a dry summer, made it as
light as day for 10 miles around. I saw the city burning to the banks of the Thames and the
fire was now taking hold of St Paul’s cathedral. The fire was everywhere. The people were
so shocked that they were crying out in grief and running about like frightened creatures.
They made no attempt to save their possessions. The fire leapt from house to house and
street to street. The intense heat even ignited the air and houses and furniture caught fire
easily.
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Source D: From the diary of Samuel Pepys, 2 September 1666. Pepys worked for the
Navy and knew the King well.


At last I met the Lord Mayor in Canning Street. He looked like a defeated man. The King
had sent orders for him to use soldiers to destroy more houses to stop the fire spreading.
The Lord Mayor’s response was to cry out like a fainting woman: ‘Lord! What can I do? I
am exhausted, people will not obey me. I have been pulling down houses but the fire
overtakes us faster than we can do it’. He also said he did not need any more soldiers and
he must go and get some rest as he had been up all night. So he left and I walked home
seeing people confused with no way of stopping the fire.


Source E: From The Great Fire of London byWalter Bell, published in 1920. He is writing
about events on 5 September 1666.


By the energy of people working together, the fire was put out. The wind had fallen in the
night to dead calm. Large numbers who had fled the city came back to assist in stamping
out the flames. The Lord Mayor, after his earlier failure, organised the pulling down of great
numbers of houses to stop the fire’s progress. Gunpowder was widely used by troops and
seamen to bring down houses. When a supply of water was available, water pipes were
opened. The Duke of York and the King spent hours fighting the flames.


Source F: A drawing made in 1617 of men dealing with a fire in Devon. They are using
grappling hooks to remove parts of the roof.
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Source G: From a website in 2010 about the Great Fire of London.


The fire destroyed about four-fifths of the city, including roughly 13,200 houses, nearly
90 churches, and nearly 50 guild halls*– in all an area of more than 430 acres. Afterwards,
Sir Christopher Wren, the great architect, designed and oversaw the construction of 49
new churches, as well as the new St Paul’s cathedral. Amazingly, only 16 people died in
the fire.


* guild hall – the headquarters building for each trade or craft
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BLANK PAGE


Edexcel Limited gratefully acknowledges the following source used in the preparation of this paper:


Source B: The Great Fire of London in 1666 (oil on canvas) by Verschuier, Lieve (1630–86),


Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest, Hungary/The Bridgeman Art Library


Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders to obtain their permission for the use of copyright material.
Edexcel will, if notified, be happy to rectify any errors or omissions and include any such rectifications in future editions.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the Great Fire of London?
(6)
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2 Study Source B.

What impression of the fire has the artist tried to create? Explain your answer, using
Source B.

(8)
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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3 Study Sources C, D and E.

How far do Sources D and E support the impression given in Source C that people
were too shocked to be able to deal with the fire? Explain your answer, using these
sources.
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*P38270A01216*

*5 Study Source G and use your own knowledge of the work of the historian.

This source suggests that the impact of the Great Fire on London was enormous.

Explain the difficulties in finding evidence to check this and suggest other research
the historian could do to discover the actual impact of the fire.

(16)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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