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Instructions

 Use black ink or ball-point pen.
 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  

 centre number and candidate number.
 Answer all questions.
 Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

 – there may be more space than you need.

Information
 The total mark for this paper is 50.  
 The marks for each question are shown in brackets

 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.
 Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your  

 written communication will be assessed 
  – you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar, as 

well as the clarity of expression, on these questions.

Advice

 Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
 Keep an eye on the time.
 Try to answer every question.
 Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Background information


When the First World War began in August 1914 the Government appealed for volunteers 
to join the Army and Navy.  Propaganda played a major part in encouraging men to enlist 
and women to support the war effort.  It also aimed to increase anti-German feeling.  


This paper presents you with sources about the propaganda methods used by the 
Government and others.  It gives you the opportunity to decide for yourself how 
important propaganda was in encouraging men to enlist in the armed forces.


 


Source A:  From The First World War by John Keegan, published in 1999. 


By 1914 advertising was an enormous industry which made use of mass circulation 
newspapers.  The talents of artists, designers and writers were used to make appeals 
for men to enlist in the armed forces and women to take up war work.  Until 1916 the 
British army was recruited entirely from volunteers.  Perhaps the most famous of all the 
government recruitment posters shows the face of Kitchener, Britain’s War Minister, with  
his pointing finger and the words ‘wants YOU’.


Source B:  A poster produced by the Government’s War Propaganda Bureau at the start 
of the war.


©Imperial War Museum
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Source C:  From The Times newspaper, 3 January 1916.


Posters appealing for recruits are to be seen in most shop windows with slogans such as: 
‘Rally Round the Flag’, ‘Every Fit Man’, ‘Forward to Victory’, ‘Enlist Today’.  As a result, men in 
army uniforms are to be seen everywhere, and the shouting of the drill sergeant* is to be 
heard from morning until night in London’s parks and other public places.


* drill sergeant – army sergeant in charge of training recruits.


Source D:  From an article written by a recruiting sergeant that appeared in a local 
newspaper, the Whitby Gazette, in 1916.


Recruitment is very low this week.  I don’t understand it.  I have talked to twenty men this 
morning and I don’t think that one of them has any intention of enlisting.  The feeling 
among them is that they’re not wanted.  One strong chap told me that when he was 
needed, he’d go, but not before.  ‘I’m just beginning to get on alright now’, he said.  ‘The 
fellow above me at work has joined the army and I’ve got his job’.  Other men told me to 
mind my own business.  


Source E:  A drawing published in The War Illustrated, a British magazine, in October 1914.
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Source F:  From a church sermon preached by the Bishop of London, A.F.  Winnington-
Ingram, in 1915. 


The war is a great crusade.  We must kill Germans: we must kill them not for the sake of 
killing, but to save the world.  We must kill the good as well as the bad, kill young men as 
well as old.  We must kill those who have shown kindness to our wounded, as well as those 
monsters who have crucified soldiers and massacred thousands and who turned machine-
guns on Belgian civilians.  We must kill the Germans to save world civilisation.


Source G:  From Death’s Men by Denis Winter, published in 1978.


Many men joined the army voluntarily.  Some joined from a sense of adventure, others 
joined to escape personal problems.  Another reason for joining was patriotism – a desire 
to serve their country.  In their letters home these men often used words like ‘honour’ and 
‘sacrifice’.  More important than patriotism were the pressures of poverty and the need 
for a wage and a full belly.  Some men were forced into the army.  Men arrested after the 
lootings of 17 October 1914 in Deptford High Street were given the choice of 18 months 
imprisonment or volunteering for immediate enlistment.  


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at 
the first opportunity.





shiell_a
File Attachment
n38101a_gcse_history_b_3c_5hb03_sour.pdf
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the Government’s use of the advertising 
industry in Britain’s war effort?

(6)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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2 Study Source B.

How does the artist get the Government’s message across in this poster?  Explain your 
answer, using Source B.

(8)
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3 Study Sources B, C and D.

How far do Sources B, C and D suggest that the use of propaganda posters was 
successful?  Explain your answer, using these sources.
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(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)
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*N38101A01216*

*5 Study Sources A, C and G and use your own knowledge.

‘The use of propaganda by the Government in the First World War was the main 
reason why men volunteered to enlist in the armed forces’.   

How far do you agree with this statement?  Use your own knowledge, Sources A, C 
and G and any other sources you find helpful to explain your answer.

(16)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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