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Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the world.
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers.
Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they need to
help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.
For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576
0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com.
If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this Examiners’ Report that
require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service helpful.
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/
Alternatively, you can contact our History Subject Advisor directly by sending an email to
Mark Battye on HistorySubjectAdvisor@EdexcelExperts.co.uk.
You can also telephone 0844 576 0034 to speak to a member of our subject advisor team.

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online tool that offers teachers unrivalled insight into exam
performance.
You can use this valuable service to see how your students performed according to a range of
criteria – at cohort, class or individual student level.

•
•
•
•

Question-by-question exam analysis
Skills maps linking exam performance back to areas of the specification
Downloadable exam papers, mark schemes and examiner reports
Comparisons to national performance

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024

January 2011
Publications Code UG026505
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Edexcel Ltd 2011

History 5HB03 3C
3

Introduction
This was the second opportunity for candidates to sit this Schools History Project Source Enquiry
paper. The focus this series was on the impact of Government propaganda during the First World War.
Candidates generally made an attempt to answer all questions. The majority of candidates were
able to attempt and gain at least some credit for all questions on the paper. There were a few blank
responses to question 4 and more to question 5. However, there were far fewer of these in comparison
to the June 2010 series. This suggests that although there were significant improvements since the
last series, some candidates still faced problems managing their time in the examination. Candidates
should be encouraged to ensure that they attempt all five questions. Care should also be taken to
ensure that they allocate time proportionately to the number of marks available for each question.
Few candidates attained only Level 1 in any of the questions, but equally few managed to achieve
Level 4 in the final question. Candidates would be well advised to use the provenance given above
each source, especially in tackling questions 2, 3 and 4. Another area worth focusing on is ensuring
that candidates have knowledge of their own that reﬂects the syllabus coverage outlined in the
specification. There was some evidence that a minority of candidates, by referring to 'the Nazis',
'Hitler', and the 'Second World War', failed to grasp that this paper was about the First World War.
Questions on this paper can come from either conﬂict or even both. Questions are written to ensure
that they meet the requirements of the specification.
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Question 1
This question was fairly well answered with many candidates achieving Level 3 marks by making
supported inferences. However there was a tendency among some candidates to paraphrase the
material contained in the source. Candidates need, at times, to select quotes from the source and add
their own comments and inferences. A number of candidates attempted to use just own knowledge
or analysis of the nature of the source, which was not relevant to this question. By ignoring the
source candidates failed to attain the higher mark levels. Many candidates were able to identify
that the Government's use of the advertising industry was successful due to the army, at least
initially, being made up of volunteers. Effective inferences were also made about the use of Kitchener
and the success of his recruitment poster.
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Examiner Comments
This response makes several valid inferences and provides effective support from the source itself. As a
result, it was awarded a top level mark.

Examiner Tip
It is important to make at least one, and better still two, inferences. These should be backed up with the use
of the source in support.
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Question 2
Many candidates were able to achieve at least Level 2 on this question and a significant number
Level 3. Some, however, misunderstood the focus of the question and wrote about why the artist
produced the poster and not how the message was put across. There were some outstanding responses
where candidates were able to select content to illustrate their answer, including comment on fonts,
colours, facial expressions and composition ensuring that they attained higher level marks. Responses
of a generic nature that failed to use the details of the poster itself did less well. Some candidates
appreciated that the poster was aimed at women, whilst others said its appeal was directed at both
men and women. There were a variety of interpretations of the message, but providing they were
backed up with relevant evidence this was not an issue.

Examiner Comments
This response shows it is not always necessary to
write at considerable length to answer a question
effectively. This response achieved a solid Level 3.

Examiner Tip
To make full use of posters and drawings, extract detail
from the source that helps convey the message. This is
not simply what information the source contains.
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Question 3
This question was generally answered well up to Level 2. Most candidates were able to consider all
three sources and extract valid content details from each source. In fact the focus of many candidate
responses was content-led and many failed to bring their argument together in a balanced way. Some
candidates simply went through each source in turn and then related each source to the question.
What is often lacking is an overall judgement and a focus on 'how far' each source does or does not
agree. Many candidates seem reluctant to use nature, origin and purpose and often answers failed to
make cross-referencing explicit. The latter area would be improved if candidates compared sources
and included the use of key words or phrase such as 'whereas', 'however', and 'while Source B suggests
... Source D does not...'. Where reference to nature, origin and purpose was used, much of it was of
the simplistic learnt response variety such as 'it is from a newspaper' and then either 'so is biased' or
conversely 'it is not biased'. Most candidates were able to comment that Source D would suggest that
the use of posters does not seem that successful.
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Examiner Comments
This response shows understanding, cross-referencing and judgement and therefore achieved Level 3.

Examiner Tip
Make sure you cross-reference the sources and use their content and nature, origin and purpose to make a
judgement.
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Question 4
There was a tendency here, as well as elsewhere, to focus on the usefulness of a source in terms of
its content rather than its nature, origin and purpose. However, most candidates were able to offer a
judgement on a source's value, though these were not necessarily related to the historian mentioned
in the question.
There seems to have been some confusion regarding what was shown in Source E. Only a minority of
students indicated that the source illustrated alleged German atrocities against French or Belgian
civilians. Many assumed that British soldiers or spies were being executed and indeed many candidates
commented that the source was showing an incident by the Nazis during the Holocaust. Some
candidates assumed that the source was a literal depiction of an actual incident and made no attempt
to interrogate the source material. In relation to Source F, some candidates recognised that the Bishop
had been affected by propaganda and many thought he was a reliable source because he was a bishop
and would not say anything that was not true. There is a need for more practice at looking 'outside
the source' at its nature, origin and purpose. Some candidates lacked understanding of the nature of
propaganda, which was often revealed by the common assumption that if a source was biased it was
of little or no use.
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Examiner Comments
This response makes good use of both the sources content and provenance to make an effective judgement on
their utility. As such it demonstrates the skills necessary to achieve Level 3.

Examiner Tip
Try to use use both source content and nature, origin and purpose to make a judgement.
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Question 5
The biggest element lacking in many candidate responses to this question was the use of own
knowledge to support conclusions, often even in otherwise very good answers. This question is the
only one that requires own knowledge - failure to provide own knowledge pegs any response to 10 out
of 16 possible marks.
This lack of depth in historical knowledge was apparent from responses that could only comment on
'conscription'. There was little evidence of knowledge of the methods of propaganda used other than
posters, and some candidates wrote about posters from the Second World War. What was encouraging
were those candidates who made the attempt to balance what had been lacking in question 3. They
used Source G to counterbalance the focus of the earlier sources and made valid conclusions. There
was also valid comment about the start of the war as opposed to later in the war, when people were
more aware of the reality of trench warfare.
Encouragingly there were far fewer blank responses to this question compared to the
previous examination series, though responses were often less than the marks available would suggest.
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Examiner Comments
This response just achieved a mid-Level 3 mark and would have gained more if own knowledge had been used.

Examiner Tip
Try to use the sources provided, as well as your own knowledge, to explain how much you agree with the view
stated in the question.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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