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Introduction
This was the first opportunity candidates had to sit this Schools History Project Source Enquiry
paper of the new specification. Most candidates were able to produce responses to questions
that were worthy of at least some credit. Few candidates failed to achieve less than ten marks
but none were able to achieve maximum marks. Many candidates found it difficult to access
the highest levels in response to questions 4 and in this first series there was some evidence
that candidates experienced some difficulty with time especially so with question 5. In many
cases this was because candidates wrote excessive amounts in response to the earlier questions
which carried significantly fewer marks. Candidates should allocate the amount of time they
spend on an individual question to the mark tariff the question carries. Experience of tackling
questions under examination conditions would help improve the ability of candidates to respond
appropriately.
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Question 1
Question 1: In the majority of cases this was answered reasonably well. Many candidates
were able to make one or more inferences and use details from the source in support. Weaker
candidates tended to paraphrase the source or repeated what was written in the source. The
more perceptive responses focused on the extent of preparations prior to the war itself though
some thought that the war had already started. Many inferred that the preparations were
thorough and extensive. Others commented that the Government had obviously benefited from
the lessons learnt during the First World War. A good number wrote at length using their own
knowledge which was often not relevant to the question asked. Furthermore, excessive length
here meant that some had less time to spend on other questions later in the paper. However,
some simply relied on regurgitating the details of the source without making any effective
inference. To do well in this question candidates need to provide one or more inferences with
support from the source itself.

Question 2
Question 2: In this question those candidates who achieved good marks recognised that the
photograph was a practice and not a response to a real emergency. The reasons why this
photograph was published during the war were varied. Some mentioned DORA and the use of
censorship which did not apply in this case because it gave the enemy no help and increased
morale among the population of Britain. Others believed it may have been published to
encourage other people to volunteer either for the Home Guard or other war time services. Some
identified that the authorities expected considerable casualties and the use of an underground
hospital indicated that many buildings would be damaged and destroyed. Those who were also
able to give an adequate assessment of the nature of the image provided were able to access the
higher level marks, especially those who felt the photograph was deliberately staged to serve
a variety of purposes. The use of the photograph as propaganda was often cited and that the
photograph was not to be seen as an accurate snapshot. There were a few of the simplistic learnt
responses such as the “camera never lies”
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This response managed to achieve level 3 by demonstrating an awareness that it was probably
produced to reassure people that the Government was doing all that was possible to protect
people. It was aimed at raising the morale of the general public.
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Examiner Comments
The candidate is able to put forward a logical argument that it was published as
part of a propaganda campaign and that the photograph was probably staged.

Examiner Tip
Identify what the source shows and combine this with an analysis
of its nature to make a reasoned judgement on its purpose.
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Question 3
Question 3: Many candidates failed to make an overall judgement on “How far” the three
sources supported the view “that people cooperated with the programme of evacuation”. Many
responses were by nature methodical with Source B says, Source C says and Source D says. Having
gone through each source individually there was a tendency to attempt to cross reference at
the end. However, although many appreciated the need to cross reference, fewer were able
to do so confidently or effectively. Very few offered an opinion as to why Source D could be
trusted more than the others. Generally there was little in the way of valid comparison of which
source(s) were more or less useful or reliable than the others. Many emphasised the limitations
of newspaper articles or posters and propaganda. While many analysed each source in turn cross
referencing was often focused on the nature of each source. Again, much of this was of the
simplistic learnt response variety. Historians such as the author of Source D are not, it would
seem, very useful or reliable. In many responses they are secondary sources and they were not
there and therefore cannot be relied upon. A number of the responses were excessive in detail
but many were able to access Level 3 and the higher marks.
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This source achieved a level 3 through a careful examination of each source to indicate the
extent to which it showed cooperation with the process of evacuation.

Examiner Comments
The response put each source in context and can indicate the purpose that
might lay behind it. The Poster in Source E is cited to show that many people
were starting to doubt whether evacuation was really necessary.
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Examiner Tip
Although this answer deals with each source in turn and does it
well, it is better to develop skills of cross referencing such as
Source E shows.... but B and C present a different view.
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Question 4
Question 4: “Which of these sources B or F is more useful to the historian?” type question.
Sources should be evaluated here in terms of their usefulness in answering a specific question
as well as commenting on their nature, origin and provenance. This type of question did cause
some candidates real problems. This question requires the evaluation of evidence in context
in order to achieve higher-level marks. Questions require candidates to examine the nature
(type of source), origin (who produced it and when) and purpose (what reason explains why it
was produced). Candidates who did well tended to see sources as having value but some more
than others. Some candidates spent time on the identification of primary and secondary sources
accompanied by rather simplistic learnt responses concerning value. Overall responses varied
a great deal but this question generally produced the weakest responses of any question on
the paper. Many candidates just dealt with one source only, or wrote a list of what was in the
sources without linking it to the question asked. Judgements, if present, were often simplistic
“Therefore I think Source is more useful because it is primary” or “the camera cannot lie”.
Many candidates did little more than produce a good deal of paraphrased source material. Most
students seemed to be in the L2 range for analysis of content but tended to struggle with the
evaluation of its nature, origin and purpose. In terms of Source F, many commented on the
fact that it came from a Government Minister who wanted people to save their aluminium for
constructing planes but we can’t tell if it is useful because we don’t know if they did. Some
confused utility with reliability. Candidates would do well to consider what a historian needs to
do and bear in mind when investigating an aspect of the past. Students would benefit from an
examination of a wide range of sources and are encouraged to comment on their strengths and
limitations to any historical investigation.
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Question 5
Question 5: Seeing as this was the last question it was often tackled reasonably well though some
showed signs of running out of time. Many candidates answered this question purely on what was
in the sources but failed to get to even level 3 because they failed to offer any valid judgement
on whether they thought the preparations were really effective. Too many responses were of the
nature of “yes, there was because they built shelters and evacuated children. However, source G
says there were examples where more could have been done and wasn’t". Better responses made
effective use of their own knowledge as well as the sources but many tended to trawl through
the sources one after the other. Far fewer candidates were able to merge content and nature in
their source analysis in the extended question.
Too many responses on this question were very brief and were as a result only able to access the
lower ranges of the mark scheme; primarily, this may have been due to pressures of time. Time
management in exam situations is a key factor in achieving the levels of response a candidate’s
knowledge and understanding deserves. The best answers here demonstrated a sense of historical
understanding, quality of judgement and writing skills that did the students credit.
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A well argued answer that indicates that preparations were extensive and covered a wide range
of activites from rationining and air raid precautions to evacuation.

Examiner Tip
This question more than any other requires candidates to demonstrate knowledge
of their own that is not contained in the sources.
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Examiner Comments
One of the strengths of this response is its detailed use of own knowledge. The latter was more
often than not conspicuous by its absence. Although details such as reference to the suffragettes
were off focus there was enough here to achieve level 3

History 5HB03 3C
12

History 5HB03 3C
13

Grade boundaries
Grade

Max. Mark

*A

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

U

Raw mark
boundary

50

38

34

30

27

23

20

17

14

0

Uniform mark
scale boundary

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

0-19

Further copies of this publication are available from
Edexcel Publications, Adamsway, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 4FN
Telephone 01623 467467
Fax 01623 450481
Email publications@linneydirect.com
Order Code UG024152 June 2010
For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit
www.edexcel.com/quals
Edexcel Limited. Registered in England and Wales no.4496750
Registered Office: One90 High Holborn, London, WC1V 7BH

