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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
 centre number and candidate number.
• Answer all questions.
• Answer the questions in the spaces provided 
 – there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 50. 
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets
 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.
• Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your 
 written communication will be assessed 
  – you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar, as 

well as the clarity of expression, on these questions.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Keep an eye on the time.
• Try to answer every question.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Background information


The General Strike, which began on 4 May 1926, is often seen as the most serious 
industrial dispute in British History.  The strike lasted nine days and involved more than 
three million workers.  The strike was a result of a long dispute between mine workers 
and mine owners over conditions and pay.  The authorities saw the General Strike as a 
step towards revolution and an attack on the way the country was governed.  The Trades 
Unions saw the Government’s reaction to the strike as a deliberate attempt to weaken 
them and the working class.


This paper presents you with sources about the General Strike and gives you the 
opportunity to decide for yourself if the strike threatened revolution.


 


Source A:  From A Social and Economic History of Modern Britain by J Wilkes, published in 
1984.


The Trades Union Congress (TUC) never used its full strength.  Public health workers 
were deliberately not called out on strike. Strikers all over the country were given strict 
instructions to avoid threatening behaviour, which they generally obeyed.  TUC leaders 
wanted to make sure that the strike did not get out of control.  The leaders were most 
certainly not revolutionaries.  However, they did know that there were some extremists in 
the trade union movement.  The TUC leaders believed that these extremists wanted the 
strike to bring down the government.
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Source B:  A cartoon which appeared in the Daily Herald in 1925.  A.J.  Cook was a leader 
of the miners during the strike.


Source C:  From The British General Strike by Margaret Morris, published in 1973.


Popular accounts of the strike have perhaps exaggerated the lack of violence during the 
strike and the good relations between the police and strikers.  Trams were overturned, 
windows broken and buses immobilised by removing vital engine parts.  There were police 
baton charges against strikers and gatherings of onlookers.  Many people were injured and 
the number and extent of violent clashes were increasing in the last days of the strike.
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Source D: From the TUC’s own newspaper, British Worker, Monday 10 May 1926.


The TUC wants to praise the workers for their strict obedience to the instructions to avoid 
all conflict and to behave in an orderly manner.  Their behaviour during the first week of 
the strike is a great example to the whole world.  The TUC’s message at the opening of the 
second week is ‘Stand firm.  Be loyal to instructions and trust your leaders’.


Source E: From the front page of the Sunday Pictorial, 9 May 1926.
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Source F:  An eyewitness account of events in London, in a history book about the 
General Strike, published in 1976.


One morning we heard that soldiers were unloading ships and that lorries manned by 
soldiers were coming from the docks.  When the lorries got near us, the police started 
pushing us from behind.  They kept pushing and pushing us.  This led to arguments and, 
before we knew it, the police were beating us with their batons.  There were quite a few 
broken arms as a result of the blows we received from the police.


Source G: From an article in the Daily Mail, 3 May 1926.


A General Strike is not an industrial dispute.  It is a revolutionary movement which wants 
to cause suffering to ordinary people in the community.  It is a movement that can only 
succeed by destroying the Government and the rights and liberties of the people.
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BLANK PAGE


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at
the first opportunity.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

 What can you learn from Source A about the General Strike?
(6)
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2 Study Source B.

 How does the artist get his message across in the cartoon?  Explain your answer, 
using Source B.

(8)
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3 Study Sources C, D and E.

 How far do Sources C, D and E support the view that the General Strike was peaceful?  
Explain your answer, using these sources.
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(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)
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*N37064A01216*

*5 Study Sources A, B and G and use your own knowledge.

 ‘The General Strike did threaten revolution in Britain.’

 How far do you agree with this view?  Explain your answer, using your own 
knowledge, Sources A, B, and G and any other sources you find helpful.

(16)
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(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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