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Introduction
This was the fifth opportunity candidates had to sit this Schools History Project Source
Enquiry paper on Protest, law and order in the twentieth century. The focus this series was
the “Battle for Orgreave” during the Miners Strike. It was handled in the main with some
confidence and more awareness of the demands of individual questions than was the case
in some of the earlier series. Few candidates were unable to produce answers that were
not worthy of at least some credit and some were able to achieve the highest levels of
questions. However Level 4 of question 5 proved more challenging to many especially to
those who had little or no knowledge of their own. There were fewer problems with time
management than previously, but it still is an issue for some candidates where responses to
questions 4 and 5 showed signs of undue haste or in the case of question 5 were sometimes
not answered at all. There is some evidence that some candidates leave out or rush an
earlier question to ensure they attempt question 5. The latter approach has the advantage
of focusing on the question carrying the highest number of marks. However a more effective
approach would be to allocate enough time for each question. However it is encouraging to
see signs of real progress by candidates who seem to have benefited from the experience
of, and lessons learnt from, earlier papers. The issue of getting the allocation of time right
and ensuring all questions are attempted would be less of a problem if candidates were
given more practice of answering questions under examination conditions. The increasing
number of past papers should prove helpful in this process.
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Question 1
Responses to this question were varied from the very weak to the well-developed and
focused. Many candidates were able to make at least one inference and provide support
from the source. Some were able to develop responses involving two or more inferences
with effective support from the source. Candidates tended to focus on the aims of the strike
by mentioning Scargill’s use of violence and determination of the flying pickets to win and
close the remaining pits down or they focussed on getting the government into trouble by
trying to close the pits which provided fuel to keep the country going. Where candidates
were less successful, they either “threw in“ large quantities of knowledge that did not
answer the question, or failed to substantiate their inferences with evidence from the
source. Many candidates launched straight into a detailed analysis of the provenance of the
source, which is not required by the question

Examiner Comments

A response that achieved Level 3
inferences plus support.
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Examiner Tip

Avoid comment on provenance
such as reliability or bias.

Question 2
As in the previous series, this question was probably the best answered on the paper, with
most candidates able to provide well supported statements.
The author’s message was clearly understood - the police were brutal, declared war,
acted like an army etc. At 6 marks there was good description and understanding of the
message with less analysis of how the author builds the image. The more perceptive were
able to comment on how the extract purposely chooses language and is selective about
what we are told .e.g. absence of miners fighting back, holding up hands to show brutality
of defenceless miners. Top marks were reserved for candidates who could show how the
author had built the image selectively conveying the overall impression of the police’s
willingness to use force against the miners. Strong responses often commented on the
selection and omission of information and the impact this has on the impression given.
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Examiner Comments

A concise but comprehensive response
giving clear understanding of the
impression and how it is created.

Examiner Tip

Need to make use of the language
used and tone created.

Question 3
Some candidates simply selected details from the sources but without any linkage to the
question focus. Some simply stated what each source said in their own words providing
a Level 1 answer. The majority of candidates were able to reach at least Level 2 on this
question. Although there have been improvements in candidates’ cross-referencing skills,
overwhelmingly the biggest problem was a failure to move beyond matching the sources.
Many answers went through each source in turn and then related the sources content to the
question. Many candidates failed to cross-reference the sources, and where they did it was
often done poorly. Where cross-referencing was done well it was often accompanied with a
thorough consideration of both the source content and nature in order to reach a conclusion.
A fair number of candidates were able to match on both content and reliability and did this
thoroughly and in detail, but they did not take their good work one step further by making
a judgement about the extent of support that the sources offered based on the kinds of
sources that these were. Where candidates did do this, they showed high levels of reasoning
and could be very perceptive in their judgements.
However the proportion of candidates able to cross-reference the sources with confidence
and accuracy seems to have increased over previous series. The issue of reliability of the
sources was covered quite well, although relatively few candidates could demonstrate an
understanding of the possible leanings of ‘Labour Weekly’ or ‘The Guardian.’ Many remain
convinced that the newspapers were ‘controlled’ by the government. Also many responses
spent much time on trying to define what constituted a ‘battle’ before going on to tackle the
question.
Preparation for this question needs to concentrate on encouraging candidates to develop the
ability to make a judgement on how accurate a general historical judgement is, based on an
accurate consideration of what sources say and how reliable they can be judged to be.
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Examiner Comments

A reasonable Level 3 response that focuses on
both content and nature to make a judgement
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Examiner Tip

Avoiding describing each source in turn
and failing to answer the question set.

Question 4
Although a number of candidates judged the use of the sources on content alone or less
commonly just on reliability, large numbers were able to consider the sources on both. On
the whole the sources presented few problems for candidates.
A number of candidates made comments about the reliability of the opinion poll that
suggested a lack of understanding of this type of data, stating that it may have been
unreliable as the poll might have gone out to those who were not in support of the miners or
suggesting it was unreliable as it doesn’t say who was asked. Candidates fared better when
evaluating source F and were able to make more successful comments about reasons why it
might be considered unreliable. The best responses were those which provided a balanced
judgement on the relative value of the sources, based on an analysis of their relative merits.
Indeed some candidates were able to point out that both sources had considerable value in
gaining a full understanding of attitudes towards the miners during the strike, and that the
sources, despite their limitations, were interconnected. Few students managed to give a
successful critical evaluation of both sources in terms of content and provenance and there
were fewer candidates who reached higher level marks for this reason.
The lesson to be learnt here seems to be that candidates need to consider both content and
reliability for the highest marks, and that they need to move beyond glib generalisations
about types of sources to a more measured consideration of the value of a particular source
for a specific historical investigation, a consideration of what the source has to offer and the
care that needs to be taken in using and interpreting it.
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Examiner Comments

A very good level 3 response that
makes a judgement based on both
content and nature. Both are placed
in context effectively.

Examiner Tip

Make sure you comment on the
value of the information contained
and strengths or weakness of the
sources nature.
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Question 5
Many students were confident in their analysis of sources A, E and G within their answers,
and were able to link their judgements to relevant details. Very few answers attempted
to answer the question without any reference to the sources. The real issue of this
question was the extent of a student's knowledge. Many answers failed to demonstrate
any significant additional knowledge if at all. Where it was displayed it tended to relate to
the illegal nature of the strikes because of not using a national ballot or bad leadership by
Scargill or the cab drivers death. Others were able to cite the lack of adequate strike funds
or strong support from the TUC. Very few students who were able to include additional
knowledge were able to integrate that within their analysis of the sources. Conclusions
tended to be weak or absent.
Top level responses were able to evaluate the use of the media by the Prime Minister
and the fact that the miners lost support as a result of media hostility. Others cited the
determination of the government not to back down and the tactics they employed to defeat
the strike.
Less successful candidates adopted a formulaic approach, going through each of the sources
in turn and explaining how the evidence contained within it related to the question. More
successful candidates either looked at both sides of the argument in turn or looked at a
range of specific factors. Many were able to incorporate elements of their own knowledge.
Perhaps as expected on the final question, there were few students who managed to
gain full marks as although some gave evaluative comments on the sources, often these
tended to be ‘add-ons’ rather than using the evaluation to drive the argument and to weigh
interpretations.

12

GCSE History 5HB03 3B

GCSE History 5HB03 3B

13

14

GCSE History 5HB03 3B

Examiner Comments

Good use of sources and own knowledge to
reach a judgement justified the Level 4 this
response achieved.

Examiner Tip

Make sure you have enough time to allocate
to this question carrying 16 marks.
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