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Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the world.
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers.
Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they need to
help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.
For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576
0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com.
If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this Examiners’ Report that
require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service helpful.
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/
Alternatively, you can contact our History Subject Advisor directly by sending an email to
Mark Battye on HistorySubjectAdvisor@EdexcelExperts.co.uk.
You can also telephone 0844 576 0034 to speak to a member of our subject advisor team.

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online tool that offers teachers unrivalled insight into exam
performance.
You can use this valuable service to see how your students performed according to a range of
criteria – at cohort, class or individual student level.
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Introduction
This was the second opportunity for candidates to sit this Schools History Project Source Enquiry
paper. The focus this series was on how successful the Suffragette tactics were in the period before
1914.
The majority of candidates were able to attempt and gain at least some credit for all questions on
the paper. There were a few blank responses to question 4 and more to question 5. However there
were far fewer of these in comparison to the June 2010 series. This suggests that although there
were significant improvements since the last series, some candidates still faced problems managing
their time in the examination. Candidates should be encouraged to ensure that they attempt all
five questions. Care should also be taken to ensure that they allocate time proportionately to the
marks available for each question. Few candidates attained only Level 1 in any of the questions, but
equally few managed to achieve Level 4 in response to question 5. Candidates would be well advised
to use the provenance given above each source, especially in tackling questions 2, 3 and 4. Another
area worth focusing on is to ensuring that candidates have knowledge of their own that reﬂects the
syllabus coverage outlined in the specification. There was evidence that a significant number of
candidates were able to use own knowledge where relevant and sometimes where it wasn’t. The
overwhelming majority of candidates were able to access the questions and display their knowledge
of the topic and interpret the sources provided.
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Question 1
This question was fairly well answered with many candidates achieving Level 3 marks by making
supported inferences. However there was a tendency among some candidates to paraphrase the
material contained in the source. Candidates need, at times, to select quotes from the source and add
their own comments and inferences. A number of candidates attempted to use just own knowledge or
analysis of the nature of the source, which was not relevant to this question.
Most candidates focused on Christabel attempting to get arrested as the main inference of the source
at Level 2. At Level 2 the responses were mainly about the violence being used and breaking the law,
or the focus was on the tactics of how to get arrested. Candidates at Level 3 were able to make good
inferences linking this to gaining publicity and getting into court. The purpose of the latter was to
have the issue of votes for women discussed and getting arrested was a means to achieve this. Some
candidates suggested that Suffragette tactics were thought out rather than spontaneous.
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Examiner Comments
This response gives several inferences with support provided
from the source and therefore achieved a good Level 3 mark.

Examiner Tip
Try and make at least two inferences from the
source and use the source to support it.
Avoid focusing on own knowledge without
reference to the source.
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Question 2
Nearly all candidates clearly understood the source was against the Suffragettes and at various levels
described how they knew the source disapproved. At Level 2 there was mainly description from the
source or a focus on the fact that Ullswater was an MP or a man who was against women achieving the
vote. At Level 3 there was good understanding of treatment and selection focusing on the negative
language and tone in the source, indicating bias. Generally candidates had a good grasp of the
question and were confident in using the source to answer the question itself, with most answers in
top Level 2 and beyond. Those that combined the use of text, provenance and made effective analysis
of the language used in the source achieved Level 3 and maximum marks.
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Examiner Comments
This is a balanced response that achieved Level 3. The answer makes
effective use of both the source's content and the language used.

Examiner Tip
This is a question where comment on the
source's nature, origin and purpose can help the
response achieve higher levels and marks.
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Question 3
This question was generally answered well up to Level 2. Most candidates were able to consider all
three sources and extract valid content details from each source. In fact the focus of many candidate
responses was content-led, though many failed to bring their argument together in a balanced way.
Often candidates simply went through each source in turn and then related each source to the
question. What is often lacking is an overall judgement and a focus on 'how far' each source does or
does not agree. Many candidates seem reluctant to use nature, origin and purpose and often answers
failed to make cross-referencing explicit. The latter area would be improved if candidates compared
sources and included the use of key words or phrases such as 'whereas', 'however', and 'while Source B
suggests ...Source C does not....'. Where reference to nature, origin and purpose was used, much of it
was of the simplistic learnt response variety such as 'it is a cartoon and not of much use as it is from a
man and therefore biased'.
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Examiner Comments
This response focuses on effective crossreferencing and use of content to make a
judgement. As a consequence, this answer
achieved Level 3.

Examiner Tip
Recognise the importance of effective crossreferencing and the advantages of using nature,
origin and purpose where appropriate.
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Question 4
There was a tendency here, as well as elsewhere, to focus on the usefulness of a source in terms of
its content, rather than its nature, origin and purpose. However, most candidates were able to offer a
judgement on a source's value, though these were not necessarily related to the historian mentioned
in the question.
There is a tendency for some candidates to produce a generalised comment on bias which owe more to
memorised comment rather than a balanced evaluation of Sources D and E. Most candidates were in
Level 2 discussing the value of Source D over Source E, with the focus on Source D being more reliable
as a first-hand account rather than a media report, but not going into great detail about Source E or
vice versa with Source E being more reliable because it went into more detail whereas Source D didn’t
say much. At Level 3 good candidates were able to combine both nature, origin and purpose with
information from the source.
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Examiner Comments
This response focuses on the value of the information contained in
the sources to make a judgement. As such, it achieved a good Level 2
mark.

Examiner Tip
To reach top level marks it is necessary to
comment on a source's nature, origin and purpose
as well as the information it contains to make an
assessment of its relative utility.
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Question 5
Most candidates were able to deploy information from the sources and some of their own knowledge
to attempt a judgement. Candidate use of own knowledge was more confident here than in some of
the other units. Most candidates were able at least to produce answers confidently at Level 2 using
sources or own knowledge. At this level sources were used mainly to agree with the statement. At
Level 3 there was more of a 'yes and no' feel with candidates looking at the sources nature, origin and
purpose and/or using wider own knowledge or factors from other sources. At Level 3 the focus of many
responses tended to be more on the publicity achieved rather than the vote. At Level 4 the balanced
discussion was on 'publicity yes' but 'vote no', but also that the groundwork had been done before
1914 and that would contribute to women getting the vote later. Other candidates argued that the
government was not going to give in to the Suffragettes due to violent tactics, but that the First World
War broke the deadlock and women’s war efforts, plus the methods they had used before, won them
the vote. Lack of time seemed to be an issue for some candidates in this question, with examples of
responses to either this question or question 4 demonstrating signs of haste.
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Examiner Comments
This response does focus on whether the actions of the Suffragettes
were successful. However, little use is made of the candidate's own
knowledge. It did just enough to get into Level 3, but was very much a
borderline answer.

Examiner Tip
To access top level marks, use must be made of
both the sources identified and the candidate's own
knowledge to support a sustained argument.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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