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Introduction
This was the first opportunity candidates had to sit this Schools History Project Source Enquiry
paper. Most candidates were able to produce responses to questions that were worthy of at least
some credit. Few candidates failed to achieve less than ten marks but none was able to achieve
maximum marks. Many candidates found it difficult to access the highest levels in response to
questions 4 and 5. In this the first series there was some evidence that candidates experienced
some difficulty with time especially so with question 5. In many cases this was because
candidates wrote excessive amounts in response to earlier questions which carried significantly
fewer marks. Candidates should allocate the amount of time they spend on an individual question
to the mark tariff the question carries. Experience of tackling questions under examination
conditions would help improve the ability of candidates to respond appropriately.
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Question 1
The majority of candidates answered this question well. Many were able to make one or more
inferences and use details from the source in support. Weaker candidates tended to paraphrase
the source or list facts they had gained from the source. Some wrote at length on Lister using
their own knowledge. The latter not only failed to address the question set but also wasted
valuable time that would have been better spent on later questions on the paper. Those
who identified the significance of the breakthrough achieved by Lister, the use by him of the
scientific method of experimentation and the keeping of accurate records were able to access
the full mark range available. However too many relied on regurgitating the numbers instead of
explaining what they told us of his work or its importance.
The following candidate’s response achieved a Level 3 maximum mark. However the first four
paragraphs do not address the question and are largely wasted effort. Only at the bottom of
the first page and on the second does the candidate focus on the question, making effective
inferences, supporting them from the source.
Top tip: Answer the question set. Make inferences from the source; such as his work was a
breakthrough in surgery, he used scientific methods of experimentation and accurate record
keeping.
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This response is lengthy but does reach level 3. It contains several inferences that are supported
by detail from the source.

Examiner Comments
The response identifies Lister's work as a huge advance.
It also recognises that Lister was keen to experiment
and produced a much needed drop in infection.

Examiner Tip
Remember to make at least one inference and
use the source to support it.
Just repeating detail from the source will not
go beyond level 1.
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Question 2
In this question those candidates who achieved good marks recognised that the model
represented a half way step on the way to fight infection following surgery. Generally, those
who did were able to achieve at least level 3 marks. Others either mentioned the message as
showing the poor state of surgery or the improvements made by Lister. Many were able to make
valid comments from the source such as the use of the carbolic spray and clean sheets but noted
that the surgeons still wore their own clothes during the operation. Others commented on the
fact that this operation was conducted using anaesthetic. However a good number demonstrated
confusion over the use and value of antiseptics and anaesthetics. Some wrote that carbolic acid
had put the patient to sleep and allowed the surgeons to take their time over the operation.
Some commented that operations were not now conducted in public operating theatres. Blood
loss was identified as a problem evidenced by the blood stained sheets though this often took
them down something of a dead end with over lengthy comment on Landsteiner and blood
transfusion. Many found it difficult to summarise the complete message conveyed by the model.
Few were able to comment on the nature of the source itself and a significant number ignored
the provenance given in the attribution and thought it was a painting. Surprisingly few made
reference to the fact that the model was an exhibit in the Science Museum
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This response which reached the top level focuses on the stage in the development of antiseptic
surgery associated with Lister's use of a carbolic acid spray.

Examiner Comments
The answer mentions developments indicated such as the use
of anaesthetics and the antiseptic spray. The response also
indicates what remains to be done and the problem of surgeons
continuing to wear ordinary clothes. The importance of the
development is emphasised also by the fact that this model is
displayed in a major museum.

Examiner Tip
Read the provenance given carefully and use it in
your answer.
Avoid using too much of your own knowledge which
is not linked to the message or impression given.
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Question 3
Many candidates failed to make an overall judgement on “How far” all three sources supported
the idea that Lister’s ideas were accepted by other surgeons. Many responses were by nature
mechanical with Source B says, Source C says and Source D says. Having gone through each
source individually there was a tendency to attempt to cross reference at the end. However,
although many appreciated the need to cross reference, fewer were able to do so confidently
or effectively. Source B, often dealt with well in responses to question 2, presented a bigger
obstacle in responses to question 3. Here the nature of the source as a reconstruction using
a model was very rarely mentioned. Again many candidates failed to read the provenance
of each source carefully. Many thought that Hartley was against Lister’s methods, having not
appreciated that he was the author of a history book. While many analysed each source in turn,
cross referencing was often focused of the nature of each source. Again much of this was of
the simplistic learnt response variety. Historians are not it would seem very useful or reliable.
In many responses they are secondary sources and they were not there and therefore can not
be relied upon. Some top level answers commented on the fact that although the information
in Source D, was against Lister, the fact that he was a professor of surgery meant that his ideas
were accepted by some even if not always acted upon. Other perceptive comments included
the view that Source C was published in a medical magazine which was informative and widely
circulated. The latter showed that Lister’s ideas were widely known and accepted by many.
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This clip is typical of many responses that describe what each source in turn shows. As such it
reaches a mid level 2 mark

Examiner Comments
The candidate outlines what each of the sources shows but there
is little attempt at cross referencing. No mention is made of the
support or otherwise of the sources in terms of their nature,
origin or purpose.

Examiner Tip
Combine comment on the content of each source together
with its nature, origin and purpose to acess the highest marks.
Develop techniques to demonstrate effective cross referencing
skills. "All three sources suggest Lister's ideas were well known
but B and C suggest they were accepted while D on the other
hand says they were not only rejected but were ridiculed".
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Question 4
“Which of the Sources is more useful to the historian?” type questions. Sources should
be evaluated here in terms of their usefulness in answering a specific question as well as
commenting on their nature, origin and provenance. This type of question did cause some
candidates real problems. This question requires the evaluation of evidence in context in order
to achieve higher-level marks. Questions require candidates to examine the nature (type of
source), origin (who produced it and when) and purpose (what reason explains why it was
produced). Candidates who did well tended to see sources having value but some more than
others. Some candidates spent time on the identification of primary and secondary sources
accompanied by rather simplistic learnt responses concerning value. A disturbing number
regard contemporary sources as being more reliable and useful than those written years later
by historians. Overall responses varied a great deal but this was generally one of the weakest
responses made by candidates on the paper. Many candidates just dealt with one source only, or
wrote a list of what was in the sources without linking it to the question asked. Judgements, if
present were often simplistic “Therefore I think Source is more useful because it is primary” or
“secondary sources are useless because they weren’t there”
Many candidates did little more than produce a good deal of paraphrased source material. Most
students seemed to be in the L2 range for analysis of content but tended to struggle with the
evaluation of its nature, origin and purpose. In terms of Source E, many commented on the fact
that it came from an eyewitness, stating that it came from one doctor and one hospital. Rarely
did any candidate raise the question how typical was it. For Source D many mentioned hindsight,
the fact that it could be checked and was researched. Candidates would do well to consider what
a historian needs to do and bear this in mind when investigating an aspect of the past.

Question 5
Seeing as this was the last question it was often tackled reasonably well though some showed
signs of running out of time. The majority of candidates who attempted the question focused
solely on change in surgical practice. Fewer were able to access the higher levels of the mark
scheme by doing so within the context of time. Those that did tended to make use of Source
A but then often failed to mention the “time” period from the other sources. Better responses
made effective use of their own knowledge as well as the sources but many tended to trawl
through the sources one after the other. Occasionally aseptic techniques were referenced but
rarely the move from antiseptic towards aseptic techniques. Lister’s success rate in A was seen
as generally applicable which made it difficult for them to address the issue of shortness of
time. Far fewer candidates were able to merge content and nature in their source analysis in the
extended question.
Many candidates appreciated that Lister’s own personality got in the way of his success in
promoting anti septic and aseptic techniques. However fewer showed awareness that other
surgeons were developing their own safer surgical procedures, so misunderstanding the
relevance of source F. A significant number of responses made use of their own knowledge but
saw the question as an opportunity to write everything they knew about the development of
surgery during the period.
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This response is a solid top level argument that focuses on the question and makes effective use
of both sources and own knowledge.

Examiner Comments
The last question has a tariff of 16 marks and it is important that
candidates allow themselves enough time to tackle it well. The
key is the effective deployment of own knowledge and the use of
relevant sources to answer the question set.

Examiner Tip
Allow enougth time to answer this question.
This is one question that does not require comment on
or evaluaution of the nature, origin and purpose of the
sources used.
Make obvious use of sources as well as knowledge of
your own in your answers.
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Grade Boundaries
Max.
Mark

A*

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

U

Raw boundary mark

50

38

34

30

26

22

19

136

13

0

Uniform boundary mark

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

0-19

Grade

A* is only used in conversion from raw to uniform marks. It is not a published unit grade.
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