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Introduction
The entry reflected the full range of ability expected for this examination. There were
some highly focused responses with specific details to support explanations for Q1–
Q4, Q5(a) and Q6(a) as well as high-quality analyses with precise support and
sustained judgements for Q5(b) and Q6(b).
It was noticeable, particularly on the high-tariff Q5(b) and Q6(b) (20 marks including
SPaG), that the highest-scoring candidates almost always made a rough plan before
beginning their response. This means that a particular line of argument is invariably
put forward at the outset and is then coherent and sustained throughout the
response.
It was also noticeable that some candidates were producing learnt responses to
previously set questions on the same area of content but without marshalling their
knowledge to the actual set question in this particular examination. Such answers will
almost always be awarded low to mid Level 2 as they will not be focused on the set
question.
There were almost no blank pages, suggesting that candidates are being well
prepared by covering the entire specification.
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Question 1
Level 2 answers made valid and supported inferences about the size of the work gang,
the supervision of work, the hard physical work, the isolation and the sheer scale of
the task of constructing railroads.
Level 1 comments were often descriptions of the source itself or unsupported
inferences.
Unfortunately, some candidates made no reference to the source at all and wrote
detailed descriptions of the construction of railroads. These responses were often very
accurate but candidates’ responses can only be credited if Assessment Objective 3(a)
(comprehension and inference from the source) is met.

examiner comment
This response makes two valid inferences – ‘vast’ and ‘laborious’ – and
was awarded full marks. Just one of these would have been sufficient
for full marks.
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Question 2
Level 3 answers clearly explained the beneficial contributions made by various
developments such as railroads, wind pumps, barbed wire, sod busters, Turkey Red
Wheat and dry farming in helping homesteaders to live on the Plains.
Level 2 answers were less focused on the set question and were more likely to be
descriptions of homesteaders’ lives without an explicit explanation on how changes
helped their lives. Some candidates also included irrelevant material about the role of
the US government in passing the Homestead Act and Timber and Culture Act. For
some candidates this was possibly a learnt response to a previous set question on the
role of government in changing homesteaders’ lives.
Some candidates wrote about the lives of cowboys or Plains Indians; in these
instances no marks were awarded.
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examiner comment
This response was awarded mid Level 3 for giving an explanation of
how two aspects were dealt with by the introduction of the sod buster
and the use of barbed wire. It is clearly linked to the beneficial impact
these had on the lives of homesteaders.
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Question 3
Level 3 responses clearly explained how a number of aspects of the Plains Indians’
culture helped them to live successfully on the Plains, such as the consequences of
their respect for nature, their nomadic lifestyle and the use of tipis, the benefits of the
structure of the tribe, their use of horses, and leaving members behind in order to
survive.
Level 2 responses were often lengthy descriptions of the lives and beliefs of the Plains
Indians without an explicit link to how this led to living successfully on the Plains.
The lower end of Level 2 often included long explanations on the Plains Indians’ use of
buffalo or at Level 1 a list of buffalo parts and how they were used.
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examiner comment
This response was given high Level 3. The attitudes to land, being able
to move quickly and Great Spirit giving purpose to life are all aspects of
the culture of the Plains Indians and these are related to successful
living on the Plains.
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Question 4
There were some very impressive high-scoring responses, which gave a clear
explanation about the problems faced by the US government in solving problems of
law and order. These responses included specific details about methods used to try to
deal with lawlessness, such as sheriffs and marshals, as well as explaining the
problems facing the government, such as geography, the implications of the very
rapid growth of settlement and vigilantism, as well as the nature of crimes, such as
claim-jumping, rustling and corruption. Some candidates included details of
individuals such as Jesse James, Wyatt Earp and Billy the Kid.
Level 2 responses were more general accounts of life in mining towns and often
included lengthy descriptions of drunkenness, gambling and prostitution.
Weak responses described the lives of cowboys.
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examiner comment
This response has a good explanation of the effects of isolation linked
to problems of law enforcement as well as a good explanation of the
effects of vigilantism. It was awarded mid Level 3. Treatment of a
wider range of problems would have led to full marks.
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Question 5 (a)
Level 3 responses showed the importance of issues such as the allocation of land, the
Perpetual Emigration Fund, water supplies, religious beliefs such as polygamy, and the
role of Brigham Young in ensuring the Mormons’ successful settlement at Salt Lake
City.
Many Level 2 responses described the city or did not recognise the set question and
instead described or narrated the Mormons’ journey west, which then left only a brief
section on the actual settlement at Salt Lake City. Many of these responses were
probably a learnt response to a past paper question.
A surprisingly high proportion of candidates suggested that Salt Lake City was a
mining town, wrote about the Mormons under Joseph Smith, or cited Jim Bridger as
leader of the Mormons.
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Question 5 (b)
Level 4 answers kept to a consistent line of argument to reach a judgement on the
extent to which the Battle of Little Big Horn was a victory for the Plains Indians.
Invariably, the short-term nature of the Plains Indians’ military victory was set against
the repercussions on the Plains Indians of US government policy after the battle. The
actions of the US government were seen as a direct outcome of the Battle of Little Big
Horn, leading to the demise of the culture of the Plains Indians. These responses often
gave details on how reactions such as increased fortifications, the forced selling of the
Black Hills and the killing of Crazy Horse led to the end of any meaningful resistance
by the Plains Indians to the US government.
Level 3 answers were often accounts of why the Plains Indians won and why Custer
lost the battle and consequently argued that it was a victory for the Plains Indians.
Level 2 responses tended to narrate the events or rewrote an answer to a previously
set question on the mistakes made by Custer or the extent to which he should be
blamed for the US army’s military failure.
Some of the lowest-scoring responses clearly misunderstood aspects of this topic and
some argued that the use of reservations was a favourable outcome for the Plains
Indians.
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examiner comment
Q5(a) was given mid Level 3 for explanations of how polygamy and the
Perpetual Emigration Fund contributed to the Mormons’ successful
settlement at Salt Lake City.
Q5(b) was given a low Level 3 for its focus, specific details and range
of material covered.
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Question 6 (a)
Level 3 answers gave well-supported responses that clearly dealt with Iliff’s role in the
growth of the cattle industry around factors such as the development of new markets,
experiments in breeding, the use of refrigerated railroad cars and how his innovations
were used by others to expand ranching further.
The weakest responses often confused Iliff with Goodnight, Loving or McCoy and there
were several candidates who believed that refrigerated railcars meant more comfort
for cattle, which could now arrive at their destination without being too hot.
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Question 6 (b)
Level 4 answers kept to a consistent line of argument to reach a judgement on the
extent to which the cattlemen were to blame for the Johnson County War, which was
weighed up against the role played by the homesteaders. Such responses often
showed a wider context of how in the late 1880s homesteaders were taking over more
land and included specific details about the Wyoming Stock Growers’ Association, the
killing of ranchers and immediate events leading up to the outbreak of the war.
Level 3 answers tended to explain the motives of both groups and showed how the
actions of the two sides led to the war.
Level 2 responses tended to narrate the events of the Johnson County War and
frequently told the story of Averill and Watson.
Some of the lowest-scoring responses misunderstood aspects of this topic and some
wrote about various conflicts between the white settlers and the Plains Indians.
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examiner comment
For Q6(a), this response was awarded mid Level 3 for the explanations
of the open range and new markets.
Q6(b) has good supporting detail and shows both sides of the
argument to give a high Level 3.
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Summary
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●

The source provided must be explicitly referred to in Q1 for marks to be awarded.

●

Candidates should look at the focus of the set question rather than providing a
learnt response to a previous examination question. This seems to be a particular
issue with Q2 where candidates often write ‘all I know’ about the item chosen in
the box and lose sight of the focus given in the text above the two boxes.

●

Encourage candidates to spend some time on a plan, particularly for Q5(b) and
Q6(b).
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Grade boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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