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General Comments
This was the ﬁrst examination of the new speciﬁcation and it appears to have worked very well. The new
style question and answer booklet, as well as more choice available to candidates meant that there were
very few blank pages at all and almost no rubric infringements. The more limited answer space for question
1 in particular meant that almost all responses were more concise and focused. Nearly all scripts showed
sound time management. At the higher level there was some very impressive candidate work indeed – and
it did not seem to be an issue at all for some students that they were taking the examination more than a
year earlier than normal.
Centres should however make sure that they are entirely familiar with the speciﬁcation content of this
new examination and where there are changes from the legacy History C speciﬁcation. For example,
candidates on Option B The American West, seemed less conﬁdent on issues of law and order and on Option
C Germany, some candidates seemed very unsure of the chronology of the Nazis’ treatment of the Jews.
Both of these are subject areas new to the examination, although many centres will have studied them for
coursework. It would also be very useful for teachers to reinforce and reiterate the need for candidates to
actually use the source in question 1. In this History speciﬁcation question 1 of Unit 2 will always assess
Assessment Objective 3 (understand, analyse and evaluate source material). Across all three options some
candidates let themselves down because although they may have had very impressive subject knowledge
they made no reference at all to the source.
It is also worth stressing the role of the bullet points. These are designed to give candidates the
chronological range which can be expected in their answers and for questions 5b and 6b especially, they can
also show an alternative viewpoint to that proposed in the actual question. Teachers might ﬁnd it useful to
remind candidates that they serve as a guide. Not using the bullet points does not penalise candidates in
any way; and conversely their sole use in a response is not credited.
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Option 2B – The American West
Question 1
There was good subject knowledge about the Mormons and most candidates seemed very familiar with
the topic. Many reached level 2 with valid inferences about the temple and importance of religion to the
Mormons or about the relative success of the city as evidenced by the building and the environment. Some
candidates however wasted time by relating lengthy descriptions telling the story of the Mormons or on the
role of Brigham Young rather than focusing on the actual source provided.

Examiner Comments
This is a clear full mark answer. It clearly makes supported inferences from the source.
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Question 2
Of the two choices, the vigilantes option was more popular. Level 3 answers displayed sound subject
knowledge and candidates were very familiar with the problems of law enforcement. Responses on sheriffs
also had detailed knowledge of individuals. Level 2 responses often drifted into descriptions about mining
towns and cattle towns, an understanding of the pros and cons of vigilante justice. Speciﬁc examples were
rare. Many asserted their importance but without support. Level 1 responses made general comments about
law and order in the American West. Many candidates mistakenly believed that sheriffs were popular, well
paid and respected and some were confused about the roles of sheriffs and marshals.

Examiner Comments
This is an example of a level 3 response. The candidate has identiﬁed and explained the importance of
vigilante groups in dealing with lawlessness in the American West.
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Question 3
Many candidates answered this question well and revealed good subject knowledge. Level 3 answers
explained various groups moving west and the speciﬁc reasons that motivated them to migrate. Many
could give lengthy explanations of both push and pull factors – even if the terms were not used explicitly.
Many were aware of the depression in the east and lack of opportunities and combined this with the appeal
of California, explanations of the gold rush and the government’s encouragement, as well as using the
Mormons as an example of religious persecution. Lower scoring candidates included descriptions of why
people moved west in the 1860s and revealed chronology to be a problem or described the journey west,
told the story of the Mormons or recounted the story of the Donner Party. At level 1 there was often little
development. Many mistakenly believed that the Mormons were encouraging everyone to go west and
paying for them and seemed under the impression that Salt Lake City might be in California.

Examiner Comments
This is an example of a typical level 2 response. It is a descriptive answer of reasons without the
supporting or accurate details for level 3.

Examiner Tip
An explanation of the range of reasons behind the move west or reasons why speciﬁc groups moved west
would have secured level 3. The following extract shows the ﬁrst few lines of the type of response which
would look likely to reach level 3.
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Question 4
There were many good secure responses to this question where candidates wrote well supported answers
on the physical problems of farming, the problems faced by the women or the problems caused by weather
and both the practical and emotional aspects of physical isolation. Most candidates were familiar with
sod houses. Better answers chose to link the problems with hygiene, lack of resources and a need for
determination to tackle the issues. Some commented on positive aspects of sod houses. Weaker candidates
chose simply to state that they were dirty or uncomfortable. Many candidates simply pointed out that
crops died without water and did not explain the impact by linking to digging for water or hygiene problems
or dry farming or tough ploughing. Better candidates pointed out the use of the railroad in bringing in
technology or the materials needed to solve the problems. Some answers spent too much time explaining
the later solutions to the problems which fell outside the time period mentioned in the question. Although
by explaining the solution they were able to indicate the nature of the problem they probably wasted time
providing too much detail about new crops and inventions rather than explaining the problem in more detail.

Examiner Comments
This response is high level 3. It clearly understands the focus of the question and is supported with
sufﬁcient details.
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Question 5a
This question was not so popular a choice as question 6 and was not done as well. Those that did reach
level 3 had good, detailed subject knowledge about friction between homesteaders and ranchers. Many
candidates knew about Ella Watson and the cattle and a surprising number were able to recount the
complete story in detail. Most level 2 answers were a narrative description of the Johnson County War
rather than an assessment of the part played by cattle ranchers. Some candidates confused their subject
knowledge by writing about the Indian Wars.

Examiner Comments
This is a typical level 2 response. It is a description of the problems facing cattle ranchers and provides
some basic details of the Johnson County War
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Question 5b
Successful candidates were able to assess the impact that the railroads made. Their responses were
supported with speciﬁc knowledge about demand and prices in the East and balanced that against the
contributions made by various individuals to the growth of the cattle industry. As well as John Illiff there
were frequent references to Goodnight and Loving or McCoy. Level 2 answers were mainly descriptions and
generalised accounts of the cattle industry. The weakest responses often described the railroads or showed
confusion by discussing the impact of the railroads on the Indians.

Examiner Comments
This is part of a response which is level 3. It understands the focus of the question and explains the
impact of the railroads on the growth of the cattle industry, as well as explaining the role of other factors.
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Question 6a
There were lots of good answers to this question and the majority of responses were conﬁdent and well
informed. The highest scoring responses explained the Plains Indians’ dependence on the buffalo, their
nomadic lifestyle, the spiritual importance of the buffalo and how they were affected by the killing of the
buffalo. Most candidates had good knowledge about how individual parts of the buffalo were used and
therefore were able to access Level 2 easily. Few candidates answering this question remained in level 1.

Examiner Comments
The following response scores full marks. It clearly focuses on the question and offers a wide range of
supporting accurate material.
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Question 6b
Some very impressive level 4 answers placed The Battle of the Little Big Horn in its historical context. They
supported their responses with an analysis of the battle with knowledge of the events following the Little Big
Horn and the subsequent treatment of the Plains Indians. Most level 3 answers had details about the Battle
of the Little Bighorn, the reasons for Custer’s defeat and then supported their view on the results of the
battle for the Indians. Most level 2 responses described the battle and the reasons for Custer’s defeat. Those
that remained in level 1 were often little more than the bullet points or outspoken criticisms of Custer.

Examiner Comments
The following response is level 4. It is a sustained answer with a clear relevant focus and the student
clearly offers a judgement on the proposition in the question.
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Statistics
5HB02 2B Grade Boundaries
Grade

Max.Mark

A*

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

U

Grade boundaries

50

46

40

34

29

24

19

14

9

0

UMS

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

0
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