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Examiner Comments

In part a there is a good explanation of the treatment of different types of conscientious 
objectors and also an understanding that public attitudes did not differentiate in the same 
way as the authorities.
Part b explains the interaction of a range of factors which led to the end of witchcraft 
accusations, offering a judgement on the relative importance of scientifi c explanations.
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Examiner Tip

Make sure you analyse the question - writing a plan 
can help to keep these longer answers focused.

Examiner Comments

This answer identifi es several reasons why witchcraft accusation increased during the 
seventeenth century and says that accusations ended because the situation changed. 
These are valid comments but the focus at the start of this answer is not clearly on 
reasons for the end of accusations.  The point about scientifi c explanations is never 
really dealt with and the comment at the end about early feminism is not valid.
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Examiner Tip

Make sure that you revise thoroughly so that 
you can provide precise details to back up your 
comments.

Examiner Comments

There are valid points in this answer but they are not fully 
developed; for example in the second paragraph the relevance 
of the fi nal sentence is not made clear.



          Examiners were pleased to see many answers of an impressively high standard.  The main 
reason why some candidates received low marks despite having good knowledge, was the 
failure to analyse the question.  Some candidates responded to the topic rather than the 
question while others produced a prepared answer with a different focus.  Students should 
perhaps note that time spent in analysing the question and planning a focused answer is rarely 
wasted.  Nevertheless, the overall standard on this fi rst examination suggested that centres and 
candidates had prepared well for this paper.

Grade Boundaries

Grade Max. Mark *A A B C D E F G U

Raw mark 
boundary 50 40 35 30 25 21 17 14 11 0

Uniform mark 
scale boundary 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0
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