
Specification
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 
GCSE in History A  
(The Making of the Modern World) 
(2HA01)
For certification from 2015

Issue 5



Pearson Education Ltd is one of the UK’s largest awarding organisations, 
offering academic and vocational qualifications and testing to schools, colleges, 
employers and other places of learning, both in the UK and internationally. 
Qualifications offered include GCSE, AS and A Level, NVQ and our BTEC suite 
of vocational qualifications, ranging from Entry Level to BTEC Higher National 
Diplomas. Pearson Education Ltd administers Edexcel GCSE examinations.

Through initiatives such as onscreen marking and administration, Pearson is 
leading the way in using technology to modernise educational assessment, and 
to support teachers and learners.

This specification is Issue 5. Key changes are sidelined. We will inform centres of 
any changes to this issue. The latest issue can be found on the Edexcel website: 
www.edexcel.com

References to third-party material made in this specification are made in good 
faith. We do not endorse, approve or accept responsibility for the content of 
materials, which may be subject to change, or any opinions expressed therein. 
(Material may include textbooks, journals, magazines and other publications  
and websites.)

Authorised by Martin Stretton
Prepared by Roger Field
ISBN 978 1 446 90766 5
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Limited 2013



Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in History A Specification – Issue 5 © Pearson Education Limited 2013 1

Introduction

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in History A (The Making of the Modern World) is 
designed for use in schools and colleges. It is part of a suite of GCSE qualifications offered by 
Edexcel.

About this specification
 n Relevant and stimulating for students.

 n Clear and coherent, addressing a range of key historical contexts and events.

 n Straightforward and appropriate assessment methodology.

 n Provides an introduction to the key concepts and contexts of history enabling progression to 
Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced GCE History.

Key subject aims
This Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in History A (The Making of the Modern World) aims to:

 n actively engage students in the process of historical enquiry to develop them as effective and 
independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds

 n develop students’ knowledge and coherent understanding of selected periods, societies and 
aspects of history

 n develop students’ awareness of how the past has been represented, interpreted and accorded 
significance for different reasons and purposes

 n develop students’ abilities to ask relevant questions about the past and to investigate them 
critically using a range of sources in their historical context

 n enable students to organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding 
in creative and different ways and reach substantiated judgements

 n recognise that students’ historical knowledge, understanding and skills help them to 
understand the present and provide them with a basis for their role as responsible 
citizens, as well as allowing further study of history.
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