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Advice
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The Civil Rights Movement, 1963–65


Background information


There was much progress in the campaign for civil rights for black Americans in the years after 1963 
with the passing of the Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act.  Some historians claim it was the 
Voter Registration Campaign of 1964–65 which did most to encourage progress.  Others, however, 
have suggested that other factors were equally or more important.


 


Source A:   From an article in a southern US newspaper, June 1964, about the Voter 
Registration Campaign.


The ultimate aim is a black revolution.  About a thousand white college students from the 
North are reported to be invading Mississippi this summer in order to be involved in a 
Negro voter registration drive.  It is unbelievable that a thousand college students would 
do this of their own choice.  They are being encouraged by Communists who want to stir up 
trouble in the South.


Source B:   From a leaflet issued by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).  
It was distributed in 1965 during the Voter Registration Campaign in Selma, 
Alabama.
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Source C:   From the autobiography of Martin Luther King.


The church burnings, harassment, and murders in the South were the direct result of the 
fact that Negro citizens could not vote.  Many thousands had tried but failed to register for 
the vote.  Our Direct Action Department began planning the Voter Registration Campaign 
in Selma in January 1965.  We planned to have Freedom Days to stir people up all over the 
community and win support for a Voting Rights Bill.


Source D:   A photograph of a student being attacked by police dogs during the 
Birmingham Civil Rights March.  It was published in the New York Times, 4 May 
1963.


Source E:   From a letter to Martin Luther King from Ralph Bunche, a civil rights 
campaigner, 11 May 1963.  In 1950 Bunche was the first black American to win 
the Nobel Peace Prize.


My heartiest congratulations to you for your great courage and wisdom in leading so 
successfully the recent Birmingham struggle for civil rights.  I know you will agree that we 
owe the greatest gratitude to the Negro citizens of Birmingham.  They have shown heroic 
determination and self-discipline in the face of brutal provocation by that blatant 
hate-monger, Eugene ‘Bull’ Connor, the Public Safety Commissioner, with his dogs, 
firehoses, assaults on women and the arrests of children.
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Source F:   From a history of the modern world, published in 1999.


The publicity from the Birmingham Peace March encouraged President Kennedy to 
announce that he would submit a civil rights bill to Congress.  Martin Luther King continued 
his campaign in the summer of 1963.  He organised a huge march in Washington DC where 
he made his ‘I have a dream’ speech.  King also played a major role in the Voter Registration 
Campaign of 1964–65 and the Selma March of 1965.


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible. In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at
the first opportunity.





shiell_a
File Attachment
n38095_sources_booklet_jan11.pdf



2
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to F in the Sources Booklet and then 
answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the Civil Rights Movement?
(6)
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(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)
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*N38095A0416*

2 Study Source B and use your own knowledge.

What was the purpose of this illustration?  Use details of the illustration and your own 
knowledge to explain your answer.

(8)
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3 Study Sources A, B and C.

How far do these sources agree about the Voter Registration Campaign?  Explain your 
answer, using the sources.
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*N38095A0916* Turn over

4 Study Sources D and E and use your own knowledge.

How useful are Sources D and E as evidence of the Birmingham Peace March of 1963?  
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*N38095A01216*

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

‘The Voter Registration Campaign was the main reason for progress in civil rights for 
black Americans in the years 1963–65’.

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement?  Use details from the 
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
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