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The Schlieffen Plan

Background information

On 3 August 1914, Germany launched the Schlieffen Plan. The planned German advance was held
up in August at Mons by the British Expeditionary Force (BEF). The Battle of the Marne ended the
German advance. Some historians believe the Battle of Mons was the main reason for the failure of
the Schlieffen Plan. Others suggest that changes to the original plan and the bravery of the Belgians
were of greater importance.

Source A: From an account by a German soldier who fought at the Battle of Mons,
August 1914.

We had no sooner left the edge of the wood when a volley of bullets from the British
whistled past our noses. The 160 German troops that had left the wood with me were
reduced to 100. From now on, matters went from bad to worse. Wherever | looked there
were dead or wounded. We were being driven back, badly beaten by the British - by the
same British we had laughed at a few hours before.
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Source B: An illustration by a British artist, published in 1915. It shows British troops
advancing during the Battle of Mons, led by the figure of St George, the
Patron Saint of England.

Source C: From The Great World War: A History (Volume 1), published in Britain in 1915. It
describes the Battle of Mons.

Our brave army suffered heavy casualties from German shells and machine-gun fire and
had to retreat. For example, out of 120 officers and men in one company of the Coldstream
Guards, 12 were killed and 72 were wounded. On the other hand, the German losses were
greater because of their close formation. Some British soldiers later said that the Germans
placed Belgian prisoners, even women and children, at the front, before attacking our
lines.

. J

3
P39300A

Turn over »





( R

Source D: A painting by a British artist showing the Belgian defence of Liege against the
advancing German army. It was published in Great Battles of the Great War in
Britain in 1914.

Source E: From a report on the Battle of the Marne written by Sir John French, the
Commander-in-Chief of the BEF. It was sent on 12 September 1914 to Lord
Kitchener, the British Minister of War.

4 1
On 9 September the BEF managed to cross the River Marne and advanced some miles to

the north of it. During our pursuit of the Germans, they suffered heavy losses, killed or
wounded, with hundreds of prisoners falling into our hands. The First and Second German
Armies are now in full retreat to the River Aisne. This evening of 12 September marks the
end of the battle which actually began on the morning of 6 September.

- J

Source F: From a history of the First World War, published in 2007.

4 N\
Von Moltke, the German commander, made crucial changes to the original Schlieffen

Plan. The German armies that invaded Belgium were 100,000 soldiers short of Schlieffen’s
original estimate. In addition, German armies were supposed to cut off Paris. This plan
was abandoned in early September 1914, as the German advance was slowed down by the
Belgians and the BEF. The Battle of the Marne finally ended the advance of the German
armies.

Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders to obtain their permission for the use of copyright material.
Edexcel, a product of Pearson Education Ltd. will, if notified, be happy to rectify any errors or omissions and include any
ksuch rectifications in future editions.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to F in the Sources Booklet
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the Battle of Mons?

P 3 9 3 0 0 A0 2 1 6



(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)
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2 Study Source B and use your own knowledge.

What was the purpose of this illustration? Use details of the illustration and your own
knowledge to explain your answer.
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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3 Study Sources A, B and C.

How far do these sources agree about the fighting at the Battle of Mons?
Explain your answer, using the sources.
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(Total for Question 3 = 10 marks)
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4 Study Sources D and E and use your own knowledge.

How useful are Sources D and E as evidence of events on the Western Front in 1914?
Explain your answer, using Sources D and E and your own knowledge.
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(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)
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*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

‘The Battle of Mons was the most important reason for the failure of the Schlieffen
Plan’

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? Use details from the
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
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(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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Edexcel, a product of Pearson Education Limited, gratefully acknowledges the following source used in the preparation
of this paper:

Source F: GCSE Modern World History: The War to End Wars, 1914-19, Steve Waugh & John Wright, ©2007. Reproduced by
permission of Hodder Education.
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