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Introduction
GCSE Greek 5GK04 01 requires students to respond to a total of two questions, one from
each section, A and B. The questions are linked to the topics prescribed in the specification,
which are: media, travel and culture and sport, leisure and work. The writing unit is
externally assessed through an examination paper consisting of four tasks per section,
which makes it a total of 8 for the whole paper. Candidates are required to choose only one
task per section.
The tasks and related assessment criteria have been designed to accommodate a wide
range of student profiles and reward work from grades G to A*. The paper rewards students
for effective communication and knowledge and application of language (as well as accuracy
in the second longer task). Tasks are set in English to ensure that assessment is not overreliant on reading ability. Although elements of the second task are accessible to students
seeking grades G to C, the task provides opportunities for stretch and challenge through a
more extended writing requirement.
The total mark for this paper is 50, 20 for section A, the shorter writing task, and 30 for
section B, the longer writing task. It is important to note that the rubric requires that
students write no more than 70 words in their response to their chosen question from
Section A, whereas responses addressing the question in section A require a minimum of
120 words. Students who do not address all the bullet points in their question of choice,
according to the prescribed word limit, lose valuable marks from the Communication and
Content category and, where appropriate, from the Knowledge and Application of Language
category, especially as when targeted content is omitted, certain targeted linguistic
structures are often left out.
Candidates performed well across the paper as a whole and there were some excellent
performances.
Most students were well prepared for the different test types but some were marked by
irrelevance and omissions. This was sometimes the case in questions 1 (a) and 1 (b), the
most popular in Section A, where a number of candidates exhausted the amount of words
available to them before even beginning to address the second bullet point of the question.
This year, however, the majority of candidates observed the requirements of the rubric and
attempted accurate and relevant responses, which addressed the required bullet points.
There was evidence of ability to narrate and evaluate in response to the questions set and
many students displayed high levels of accuracy. Many of the bullet points required by the
tasks were completed within the word limit and there was evidence of reasonable attempts
to link the various points into a whole. A good number of students wrote responses which
were fully relevant, coherent, accurate and pleasant to read, especially in 1 (a) and 1 (b) in
Section A and 2 (b) and 2 (d) in Section B.
On some occasions, hasty reading of the bullet points led to significant omissions and
irrelevance, especially in the case of questions 1 (a), 1 (c), 2 (a) and 2 (d). Questions 1
(a) and 1 (b) were by far the preferred choices in Section A and questions 2 (b) and 2 (d)
attracted the highest number of students in Section B.
A small but significant number of students ignored the rules of the Greek alphabet and the
conventions of the stress system. They either failed to indicate the position of the stress
or used English characters ("t" and "u" in particular) instead of Greek ones. Consequently,
awarded marks in the Knowledge and Application of Language and Accuracy categories were
low. Students are reminded that the position of the stress ought to be indicated, where
appropriate. Moreover in a response which has wordage set between 50-70 words, it is
advised not to include English words or too many proper nouns, which will take away from
the pertinence and cohesion of the response.
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Question 1 (a)
Question 1(a) was the second most popular in Section A. The majority of candidates
performed well when it came to addressing the first bullet point but some either missed
out the second bullet point completely or ran out of words by the time they got to it. The
specificity of dietary requirements was often addressed succinctly and most examples
focused on vegetarian meals or allergies that precluded certain foods. These were correct
answers. Requiring breakfast and dinner only or asking for the times that breakfast and
lunch are served, without any mention of special requests for certain foods, were not
accepted as apt responses to this question.
In addition, a small number of students, most notably students with superior language
skills, often ignored the bullet points that are there to guide the response towards particular
content and linguistic structures and wrote fluent but irrelevant accounts, which included
unsolicited information about tours of the island, bus transfers and air fares.
This is a very good response that earned full marks on both categories - Content and
Application of Language.

4
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has composed a coherent piece, fully
inclusive of the required information. The language
is fluent, contains longer sentences and offers
convincing description and justification, in direct
response to the requirements of the question.
Occasional spelling errors (πρωινώ/βραδυνώ) do
not detract from the fluency of the piece.

Examiner Tip

It is a good idea to strive for succinct but
fully relevant answers, which include a range
of appropriate vocabulary and structures.
Quality is not necessarily found in quantity,
as this response demonstrates.
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This response earned a total of 12 marks, despite good language skills. The loss of marks
was due to omission and irrelevance.

6
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Examiner Comments

Careless reading of the rubric resulted in a long
response that included somewhat superfluous
details and omitted the second bullet point in
its entirety. Neglecting to include information
in response to a whole bullet point, rather than
parts of it, is considered a “major omission”. Even
though the candidate has impressive language
skills, this piece violates rubric requirements both
on account of its length as well as its omissions.

Examiner Tip

It is important to take note of the register
that is appropriate for each response. An
email may require a formal form of address,
such as the “you plural”, if it is part of a
formal framework, as this particular example
clearly is.

Question 1 (b)
This was the most popular question in section A. Many students wrote fully relevant
accounts that contained a variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures, equally
distributed and employed to target both bullet points. Some attempt at over-ambitious
narratives was also evident, with students writing lengthy descriptions of menus or lists of
names of those invited to attend the celebrations, which went well above the prescribed
word limit. Occasionally, candidates got too involved in descriptions of Greek dishes and
favourite foods and they neglected to articulate clearly their evaluation of the event, which
had to be teased out of their narrative, as it was not directly expressed. More careful
reading of the rubric would have resulted in better handling of the second bullet point.
In conclusion, however, the majority of candidates who attempted this question performed
very well, as they often do when the question invites narratives that touch upon family
celebrations.
A perfect score, 20 out of 20, for a succinct and coherent response that includes all of the
required information. There is no superfluous information or digression.
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Examiner Comments

The bullet points invite the use of certain
linguistic structures (such as the past tense)
or the expression of justification through the
construction of subordinate clauses (e.g. I
enjoyed it because ...). This response manages to
do just this, without any superfluous information.
The language is fluent despite the presence of
occasional spelling mistakes at the lower end.

8
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Examiner Tip

When you write an email to a friend and
you have to compose an answer within the
restrictions of a certain wordage you may
still adhere to the conventions of writing an
informal letter, with a short introduction or
salutation and appropriate closing. It is a
good idea to study the conventions of formal
and informal letter/email writing and expand
one’s vocabulary with appropriate phrases
such as αγαπητέ μου φίλε , αξιότιμε κύριε
, φιλικά etc.

This response earned only 9 out of the available 20 marks. It contains a limited range of
vocabulary and structures and even though some of the task is completed, the piece is
marked by omissions and irrelevance.

Examiner Comments

The description of a past event is expressed with
a present tense consistently. This creates lapses in
comprehension and shows that language is mostly
inappropriate to the task. There is some attempt
at subordination but the candidate’s knowledge of
structures is too limited to generate meaningful and
appropriate content.

Examiner Tip

Word order in English cannot be replicated
in Greek for the creation of meaning, as
meaning in Greek is primarily constructed
through inflection. Phrases such as “my
family’s house” or “my aunt’s birthday”
require knowledge of the conventions of
the Greek case system and cannot be
translated into English verbatim, as this
candidate has clearly attempted to do, with
little success.
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Question 1 (c)
The small number of candidates who chose this question did very well on the first bullet
point of the stimulus but they were on rather shaky ground when it came to the second
bullet point due to omission or digression. There was a tendency to over expand on the first
bullet point at the expense of the reason why one would want to enrol in a school in Greece.
The candidates who performed very well in this question did not necessarily link the reason
they wish to study in a school in Greece to a desire to practise Greek and listed a host of
other reasons, including the reputation of the school or the fact that they had friends there.
These responses were considered satisfactory and relevant.
An excellent response that earned full marks.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate included all necessary
information in a direct and clear manner,
without omitting any of the required details.
This is a perfect example of a succinct and
purposeful response, with excellent linking
of the piece into a whole and clear ability to
describe and justify.

Examiner Tip

It is not necessary to include the information in
the order that is expressed in the bullet points
as long as the response is detailed and fully
relevant.

Question 1 (d)
A very small number of candidates attempted this question. Some of these demonstrated
mostly good language skills with evidence of ability to manipulate language and produce
fluent, relevant sentences with ease. Generally, students did well in explaining their
voluntary work for charity organisations, but did not often expand on the reason why they
chose this particular charity. A small number of candidates lacked even basic knowledge of
the Greek alphabet and grammar and wrote largely illegible and obscure accounts mixing
Greek and English letters or writing whole phrases in English.
A fully relevant response that earned full marks and includes a wide range of vocabulary and
structures.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate writes persuasively and eloquently
about the chosen charity and explains very well
the reason why UNICEF was chosen. The piece
is purposeful and all the relevant information is
clearly expressed. The piece is slightly over the
prescribed word limit but this is within tolerance.
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Examiner Tip

It is always pleasant to read about the
candidates’ personal opinions and experiences
when these are required, as in this question.
The candidate has chosen a topic that is clearly
familiar and engaging for them and this makes
the piece compelling to read. It is always a
good idea to choose a topic that candidates
have something to write about, either because
they are interested in it or because they have
some experience of it.

Question 2 (a)
A very small number of candidates chose this question and performance ranged from poor
to satisfactory. This question invited the use of various tenses: present tense to describe the
cultural events that the school usually stages and the simple past or imperfect to narrate
and express opinion about a past event.
This is the best response to question 2a and a very good example of a fully relevant and
purposeful piece. It is also coherent and pleasant to read.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate writes with variety and interest,
with consistent attention to the rules of grammar
and without losing sight of the requirements of
the question. Information is aptly sequenced and
pertinent throughout.
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Examiner Tip

The minimum core vocabulary is a good
source of information regarding indicative
content under each topic area. Familiarity
with the words that are essential to narrate,
describe, express opinion and expand in
direct relation to a topic is necessary for
composing a relevant response.

This was a poor response that earned only 4 marks.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate lacks the necessary language skills in order to compose a relevant and
intelligible response. The mixing of Greek and English characters and the use of the wrong
consonants when forming words make the piece very difficult to read or comprehend.
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Question 2 (b)
Question 2b was the second most popular in Section B. Technology and the use of
social media are popular subjects and, as they are closely linked to candidates' personal
experiences, they often invite passionate and lengthy responses. Some essays drew
extensively on the issue of the ban and wrote persuasively in support of it or against it.
Opinions regarding the ban, whether for or against, were all acceptable as long as they
were accompanied by apt and clear justification. Some accounts contained platitudes and
pre-learnt material about the uses of technology in general and even though these were
still linked to the general topic area they were not fully relevant, as the question was about
social media and not about the uses of technology in general.
Where omissions occurred they had to do with failure to account for the way the candidates
or their friends used social media.
This was an unsatisfactory response that earned 13 out of the available 40 points. This was
largely due to limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures, so as to compose a pertinent
response that is also comprehensible throughout. In addition, the candidate wrote a short
response that did not satisfy the requirement of the rubric that asks for "minimum of 120
words in Greek".
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Examiner Comments

Use of dictionaries is there to support knowledge of grammar and vocabulary and without it, very
much like google translator, a dictionary is not much help in constructing anything beyond a basic
phrase, especially when it comes to an inflected language like Greek. This response suffers from lack
of adequate language awareness. Words such as κοινωνικός remain uninflected, as they would be
listed in the dictionary, without the rules of agreement applied. Although some meaning emerges
and some of the main points are conveyed with the use of vocabulary and structure, this is limited or
repetitive.

Examiner Tip

When you select a word from the dictionary, make sure that you
manipulate it accordingly in order to apply the rules of Greek grammar in
relation to suffixes. Adjectives like κοινωνικός and ακατάλληλος need to
agree with the nouns they describe, in gender, case and number.

18
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This is an excellent response that earned full marks. The candidate is obviously quite fluent
in Greek and has considerable skills in describing and expanding on views.
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Examiner Comments

The response is detailed and addresses the information required by the bullet points in a coherent
manner, in separate paragraphs, which is always positive as it adds to the good organisation and
development of the material. It also enhances the clarity of the piece as it signals the transitions from
one subject matter to another.

Examiner Tip

The candidate is quite fluent in Greek so the length of this response does not work against
them. The essay could have been just as successful had it been a little shorter, as the
rubric requires a minimum of 120 words but does not stipulate a maximum. The narrative
pertaining to the friend’s experience is pertinent but not essential for the development of
the response, as the candidate has already expanded on the way social media is used.
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Question 2 (c)
The question on sport was not very popular this year and few candidates selected to write
about the sport personality of the year. Many avoided writing about a famous athlete and
instead wrote about a fellow student or a member of their family that took on sport to
overcome a health problem. These answers were deemed acceptable and relevant.
Whereas many able candidates wrote in length about the attributes of this personality
and expanded on their performance throughout this last year, some less able candidates
did not employ past tenses or time frames and narrated everything in the present tense.
Such responses were penalised both on account of failing to address the first bullet point
adequately and for their inability to include "different tenses or time frames".
A very good response that has earned 29 out of the available 30 points. The candidate
writes with conviction and persuasion and demonstrates clear ability to describe and express
opinion.

22

GCSE Greek 5GK04 01

Examiner Comments

The response satisfies the requirements
of the question and would have earned
full marks had some awkwardness and
repetition in the use of tenses been avoided
(e.g. the repetition of έχει παίξει and the
absence of a past tense, in favour of a
present perfect).

Examiner Tip

Try to include enough variety of higher level
structures and avoid repetition. This response
could have scored a perfect 10 for Knowledge and
Application of Language had the candidate, in
addition to the impressive and ambitious structures
in evidence, employed a simple past tense when
describing the athlete’s performance throughout
this last year (e.g. βοήθησε και συνεχίζει να βοηθάει
τους συμπαίκτες του...).
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This is an example of poor performance that fails to yield a comprehensible response. It has
earned only 4 out of the available 30 marks.

Examiner Comments

The candidate lacks the language skills to engage in
continuous writing. With the help of the dictionary,
and thanks to some isolated words, limited meaning
emerges about the qualities of a good athlete, but
there are no complete sentences and the piece is
incomprehensible.
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Examiner Tip

If the language skills required for entering
this examination are not in evidence, it is
advisable to postpone taking this exam until
further study has enabled the candidate
to progress and reach a more satisfactory
level.

Question 2 (d)
This was the most popular question in section B.
Many wrote fluent and appropriate accounts describing a new shopping centre and
expressing their views on it, offering at the same time convincing arguments about its
positive or negative impact on the neighbourhood. The majority of the students who
chose this question were well equipped to write with regard to this topic and employed the
necessary structures and vocabulary to tackle the requirements of the two bullet points.
There were some isolated cases of responses that launched straight into their opinion of
the shopping centre without offering enough description or explanation about how it fitted
in their neighbourhood. Many candidates ,clearly enthusiastic about shopping, chose to
linger a little too much on their favourite shops and activities in a mall, offering in this way a
rather unbalanced treatment of the subject, as they skimmed over the first bullet point.
This response earned 21 out of the available 30 marks. It was a moderately successful
essay, occasionally hampered by limited language skills and difficulty in expressing relevant
opinion or description.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has conveyed some relevant information, although there are some lapses in the
comprehensibility of the piece. There is evidence of description and ability to go beyond a minimal
response, but the piece includes some non-sequiturs that are not easy to see through. It is not clear
what the good prices and quality refers to (the restaurants or the shops in general?) or why hotels
will be built in the neighbourhood. The essay includes a variety of structures (για να σου μιλήσω,
άνοιξαν, πολλά διαφoρετικά εστιατόρια) but also frequent errors and misspellings (πολύ κίνηση, τα
μαγαζιά είναι καλή, άγχομενέι).
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This is a good response that earned 29 out of the available 30 marks.
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Examiner Comments

Very good organisation of relevant material, an apt salutation and closing, as well as balanced
handling of the issue in question make this a very good response. Some awkwardness in expression
has deprived this candidate of full marks but these are aberrations in an otherwise excellent and
consistently competent piece.

Examiner Tip

If a question requires your opinion and the topic appeals to you but
you are unsure where you stand, you do not need to take sides. You
may offer both sides of the argument and outline the positive and the
negative aspects, just as this candidate does.

28

GCSE Greek 5GK04 01

Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
•

Read each question carefully before attempting to answer it, to ensure clear
understanding of what is expected.

•

Respond to the questions within the framework of the bullet points, in order to construct
a good response.

•

Ensure that they employ a good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. Many
times, required content is tied to a specific time frame and if this is omitted marks are
limited in the category of content as well as knowledge and application of language.

•

Observe the rules of orthography and indicate the position of the stress, when
appropriate.

•

Structure their response and link their various ideas and descriptions into a whole,
rather than write sentences in isolation.

•

Familiarise themselves with the cases and the correct inflections of articles, nouns and
adjectives. Inconsistent use of the nominative and accusative cases is still responsible
for many inaccuracies. E.g. “οι φίλοι” versus "τους φίλους" οr "η φίλη" etc.).

•

Incorrect suffixes in verbs create confusion and obscure meaning as it is not clear who
carries out the action and during which time frame. E.g. -ει versus -εις or -ες.

•

Use the dictionary wisely. Lists of words do not betray ability to narrate, if a sentence is
not structured correctly or does not show evidence of ability to manipulate structures.

In general, avoid using generic pre-learned material, which may often be irrelevant to the
requirements of the particular question. Remember that writing more than the prescribed
number of words is a rubric infringement. Candidates must not go beyond the maximum
word limit, as content produced beyond the prescribed word count will not contribute to the
overall marks.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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