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Introduction
This year, many candidates demonstrated very good writing skills and produced accurate
and pertinent responses, which addressed the required bullet points. There was evidence
of ability to narrate and evaluate in response to the questions set and many candidates
displayed high levels of accuracy. On certain occasions, misunderstanding of the question
and hasty reading of the bullet points led to significant omissions and irrelevance, especially
in the case of questions 2(a) and 2(d), in Section B.

A small number of candidates ignored the rules of the Greek alphabet and the conventions
of the stress system; they either failed to indicate the position of the stress or used English
characters (“t” and “u” in particular) instead of Greek ones. Candidates are reminded that
the position of the stress ought to be indicated, where appropriate. Moreover, in a response
which has wordage set at approximately 70 words, it is inappropriate to include English
words, which take away from the pertinence and the cohesion of the response.

Candidates are also reminded that messy writing and carelessness regarding the
presentation of their responses ultimately work to their disadvantage. In order to construct
a good response, it is essential to respond to the questions within the framework of the
bullet points mentioned and the word limit imposed.

Questions 1(a) and 1(c) proved by far the most popular. Responses stayed within the
parameters of the prescribed framework, with occasional slips pertaining to lengthier than
required essays and omissions, regarding some of the required information. Noticeable
patterns regarding composition of content and application of language related to:

•

the absence of indication of the position of stress

•

occasional failure to attempt to link the piece into a whole, by adopting certain
conventions, such as appropriate salutations to open and close a correspondence

•

absence of paragraphs

• weak command of constructing time references, using appropriate case and prepositions
(e.g. «από τις 8 Αυγούστου μέχρι / έως τις 15 Αυγούστου »)

• limited language skills regarding construction of a narrative that contains references to
the past (e.g. «τις προάλλες αγόρασα έναν υπολογιστή και όταν πήγα στο σπίτι... »)

•

short sentences written in isolation containing fairly conservative structures and a limited
range of high frequency vocabulary.

GCSE Greek 5GK04 01

3

In general, candidates scored fairly high marks in all the questions of Section A.

Questions 2(a) and 2 (d) were preferred by the majority of candidates and performance
generally ranged from satisfactory to very good. A fair number addressed questions 2(b)
and 2(c) and achieved very good marks, by supplying wholly relevant and well articulated
responses that showed evidence of linguistic achievement and a certain sophistication of
content.

Section B, just like Section A, contains prescriptive, directed exercises, therefore answers
to the questions ought to stay within the word limit prescribed and to the point,
as prescribed by the bullets. Unaccountable digression often leads to errors and is
counterproductive. Candidates ought to read the bullet points carefully and respond by
writing the required information. A pattern of misunderstanding emerged when many
responses failed to respond to the prompt eliciting information about a favourite school
trip or what interests/hobbies you and your school friends have and, instead,
provided accounts of summer holidays in Greece or Cyprus, or accounts of personal
interests only, containing a fair amount of unsolicited information.

At times, it was disappointing to see so many first person verbs in the Present Indicative
end in an omicron instead of an omega and the verb είμαι rendered as είμε or even ίμε.

On the other hand, good responses paid good attention to the rubric, respected the
conventions of essay writing and expanded on the content, to include opinion and
explanation.

Well prepared candidates demonstrated good skills in the application of language, included
references to the past and the future and moved beyond the use of high frequency verbs
such as πάω, κάνω and θέλω. Their responses contained breadth of vocabulary, a range of
correctly constructed structures and accurately spelled words.
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Question 1 (a)
DocID 0272300211385
A noticeable
omission in 1(a) pertained to failure to justify or explain why a certain choice of
(Page
1 of necessary.
1)
meal
was

Examiner Comments

This response for 1(a) was awarded 18
marks.
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Question 1 (b)
DocID 0272300212238

In 1(b),
(Page there
1 of 1) was a noticeable pattern of including an inordinate amount of English words
and sometimes whole phrases in a short response.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a 1(b) response,
which was awarded 19 marks.

6

GCSE Greek 5GK04 01

Question 1 (d)
DocID 0272300208562

The1 following
is an exemplar of a very good 1(d) response.
(Page
of 1)

Examiner Comments

This candidate achieved full marks.
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DocID 0272300212243

Question 2 (a)

(Page 1 of 2)

A good response in 2(a) ought to describe the range of school trips available, proceed to
describe a favourite trip organised by the school and e

Question 2 (b)
The following is an example of a high performing response to 2(b).

Examiner Comments

This response scored 26 marks.
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Question 2 (c)
DocID 0272300208562
(Page 1 of 2)

Examiner Comments

This response scored 27 marks.
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DocID 0272300212244
(Page 1 of 2)

Question 2 (d)
In 2(d) there were answers that failed to make a generic statement about the interests of
youth today and omitted to include a recent activity, opting instead for a personal account in
the present tense, of how one spends one’s free time.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a high
scoring response for 2(d); it achieved 28
marks.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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