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Assessment criteria

Writing task 1

Communication and content

* Very detailed and fully relevant response to the stimulus. 9-10
¢ No ambiguity.

e Clear ability to narrate, describe, express opinion and expand.
e Excellent linking of the piece into a whole.

e Coherent and pleasant to read.

e Detailed response to the stimulus but there may be minor omissions. 7-8
e Clear and coherent, with only occasional lapses.
® Reasonable attempt to link the piece into a whole.
e Evidence of description, opinion and expansion.

e Pedestrian or alternatively somewhat over ambitious.

® Most of the task is completed and relevant information is conveyed, although there | 5-6
may be some omissions and/or irrelevancies.

e Comprehensible overall, with some lapses.
e Evidence of ability to go beyond minimal response.
® Begins to expand ideas and express opinions.

¢ Some attempt to link piece into a whole.

® Main points conveyed, but may be major omissions and/or irrelevance. 3-4
® Some ambiguity.

e Short response, with no descriptions and minimal opinions.
e Sentences mostly written in isolation.

® Not easy to read.

e Little relevant information is conveyed. 1-2
® Much ambiguity and omission.
e Substantial degree of irrelevance and incoherence.

e Very limited, rarely comprehensible to native speaker.

® No content worthy of credit. 0




Knowledge and application of language ‘ Mark

* Wide range of appropriate vocabulary and structures, including some complex 9-10
items.

e Consistently competent use of more complex structures and different tenses.

e Clear ability to manipulate language and to produce longer, fluent sentences with
ease.

® Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. 7-8
® Some attempt to use ambitious structures with a fair measure of success.
¢ Unambiguous use of different verb tenses.

® Generally at ease with subordination.

® Adequate but predictable range of vocabulary and structures. 5-6
e Correct syntax in simple, short sentences.

¢ Some longer sentences where syntax is not always correct.

* May include different tenses or time frames, perhaps with some ambiguity.

® Some examples of subordination.

e Limited and/or repetitive range of vocabulary or structures. 3-4
® Predominantly uses short sentences.
e Some attempts at tenses, but many mistakes.

e Language is basic and sometimes inappropriate to the task.

* Very limited range of basic structures. 1-2
® Frequently resorts to non-target language.

e Rarely offers complete sentences.

* No language worthy of credit. 0

A mark of zero for communication and content will mean a mark of zero for knowledge
and application of language and for accuracy.



Writing task 2

Communication and content Mark

* \ery detailed and fully relevant response to the stimulus. 13-15
* No ambiguity.

¢ Clear ability to narrate, describe, express opinion and expand.
¢ Excellent linking of the piece into a whole.

¢ Coherent and pleasant to read.

¢ Detailed response to the stimulus but there may be minor omissions. 10-12
e Clear and coherent, with only occasional lapses.
® Reasonable attempt to link the piece into a whole.
e Evidence of description, opinion and expansion.

® Pedestrian or alternatively somewhat over ambitious.

¢ Most of the task is completed and relevant information is conveyed, although there | 7-9
may be some omissions and/or irrelevancies.

e Comprehensible overall, with some lapses.
e Evidence of ability to go beyond minimal response.
® Begins to expand ideas and express opinions.

® Some attempt to link piece into a whole.

¢ Main points conveyed, but may be major omissions and/or irrelevance. 4-6
* Some ambiguity.

e Short response, with no descriptions and minimal opinions.
¢ Sentences mostly written in isolation.

¢ Not easy to read.

e Little relevant information is conveyed. 1-3
¢ Much ambiguity and omission.
e Substantial degree of irrelevance and incoherence.

® Very limited, rarely comprehensible to native speaker.

* No content worthy of credit. 0




Knowledge and application of language Mark

* Wide range of appropriate vocabulary and structures, including some complex 9-10
items.

¢ Consistently competent use of more complex structures and different tenses.

e Clear ability to manipulate language and to produce longer, fluent sentences with
ease.

® Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. 7-8
® Some attempt to use ambitious structures with a fair measure of success.
¢ Unambiguous use of different verb tenses.

¢ Generally at ease with subordination.

® Adequate but predictable range of vocabulary and structures. 5-6
e Correct syntax in simple, short sentences.

® Some longer sentences where syntax is not always correct.

® May include different tenses or time frames, perhaps with some ambiguity.

® Some examples of subordination.

¢ Limited and/or repetitive range of vocabulary or structures. 3-4
¢ Predominantly uses short sentences.
® Some attempts at tenses, but many mistakes.

® Language is basic and sometimes inappropriate to the task.

® Very limited range of basic structures. 1-2
® Frequently resorts to non-target language.

® Rarely offers complete sentences.

¢ No language worthy of credit. 0
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