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Introduction

In the higher tier writing paper, candidates are required to answer three questions:

Q01(a) or Q01(b): an informal email of between 80 and 90 words.

Q02(a) or Q02(b): an article or a letter in a formal context of between 30 and 150 words.

Q003: a passage of about 50 words to translate from English into German.

In Q01(a) or Q01(b), candidates are required to write an account including present, past and
future time frames and some opinion. Part (a) was more popular than part (b). In Q02(a) or
Q02(b), they must produce a longer account including past, present and future time frames
with some opinion and justification. Again, part (a) was the more popular choice for this
question. In both essay questions, higher tier candidates are expected to show evidence of
more complex structures as listed in the specification. The passage for translation in Q03
consists of four sentences which are targeted in the level of linguistic challenge from grade 6
to grade 9. The word counts for each question are recommendations only. All written work is
assessed.

The first two questions are assessed for communication and content and for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy. Q03 is awarded a mark out of 12.

In this series, candidates were aided by the fact that the titles of each question are in English
and the bullet points are written in German in the most straighforward way possible. It was
clear that most candidates found the topics approachable since many were able to write
extended coherent accounts, often exceeding the word limit and developing points.
Candidates were well prepared for the requirements and demands of each question. Almost
all candidates managed to attempt the three questions. At the top end of the scale, there
were some impressive responses and more candidates accessing the top two bands in Q02
for both mark categories than in previous series.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates are required to write an informal email about their family based on four bullet
points. They have to state facts (say how big the family is), give an opinion (why family is
important), describe a past event (what they celebrated with family last week), and refer to a
future event (plans for their family in the future).

At higher level the most successful candidates were able to write a fluent account with details
of their family without resorting to a list. Reasons for the importance of family were
interesting and varied, eg weil sie immer Zeit für mich haben, da wir über alles reden können,
weil sie mir mit den Hausaufgaben helfen.

Occasionally, the past participle gefeiert was assumed to refer to a holiday. When no
celebration was described, the mark for communication and content was capped at 9 but the
quality of language was taken into account for the second mark category. However, there
were many good descriptions of birthday celebrations or of religious festivals.

Even the least successful candidates managed to convey some information even though the
quality of German was sometimes difficult to decipher. However, at higher tier, many
candidates showed a good command of tenses and verb agreement and were often able to
indicate a past time frame using an imperfect modal with the infinitive or a future time frame
using something other than the future tense with werden such as the verbs vorhaben or
beabsichtigen.
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The candidate manages to develop the first and second bullet points
successfully and despite some spelling errors (eg seit rather than Zeit),
language is adapted effectively. However, there is no mention of a
celebration in the third paragraph but the reponse can still be taken
into account because the past events might be part of a celebration.
The information in the final paragraph is confused because of the
wrong verb form which could be an inapproriate past tense or a future
tense with the wrong auxiliary. The candidate has communicated
information relevant to some key points with some effective
adaptation of language and on balance scores a mark of 7 for
communication and content at the lower end of the 7-9 band.

Language is mostly straightforward with the occasional complex
structure, eg clauses with weil. The present and past tenses are clearly
distinguishable but the future time frame is not successful. Word order
is very insecure. This scores a mark of 4 for linguistic knowledge and
accuracy.

The bullet points point towards use of present past and future. It is
vital that these three time frames are clearly referred to in the answer.

The grammatical future with werden is often well used by candidates,
but a present tense with a future indicator such as in Zukunft would
fulfil the task of referring to a future time frame just as well.
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As shown here, sometimes candidates manage to score well for
communication and content but show less evidence of linguistic
structures to achieve a mark for language in the top band.

This response addresses all four bullet points satisfactorily and
develops each one to some extent. The list of family members in the
second paragraph is an unnecessary addition. There are some odd
corners which make the reader falter, particularly in the third
paragraph with the wrong use of ihr sind. Nevertheless, the response is
worthy of a mark of 10 for communication and content at the lower
end of the 10-12 band.

Language is mostly no more than straightforward, although the syntax
is frequently accurate. There is one example of a weil clause, albeit with
some confusion as mentioned above. Verb agreements are not always
correct. This scores a mark of 5 for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

Candidates at this level should try to introduce more complex
structures such as modal verbs in the imperfect, complex sentences
with compound verb forms or with the subordinate clause first and
infinitive clauses in order to access the top band for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates are required to write an informal email about success at school based on four
bullet points. They have to state facts (their best school subject), give an opinion (why they
are good in this subject), describe a past event (what they have won in school), and refer to a
future event (plans for family in the future).

At higher level the most successful candidates were able to write a fluent account of their
best school subject with reasons for this being the case. These often included good examples
of subordinate clauses such as weil ich im Unterricht alles verstehen kann or obwohl der Lehrer
manchmal sehr streng ist.

Occasionally, the past participle gewonnen was misunderstood and candidates simple
referred to something that happened in school last week. When no success was described in
the past, the mark for communication and content was capped at 9 but the quality of
language was taken into account for the second mark category. However, there were many
good descriptions of sports victories, prizes in certain subjects and recognition of good
citizenship.

Even the least successful candidates managed to convey some information even though the
quality of German was sometimes difficult to decipher. However, many candidates showed a
good command of tenses and verb agreement and were often able to indicate a past time
frame using an imperfect modal with the infinitive or a future time frame using something
other than the future tense with werden such as the verbs vorhaben or beabsichtigen.
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Verbs form the backbone of a good response, but inaccuracy can affect
the overall mark, as shown here.

The candidate attempts to cover all four bullet points and manages the
first two with reasonable success, developing each of these with some
extra detail. However, whether there is reference to winning something
is questionable and the final sentences are very difficult to decipher.
Although the key points are covered, the adaptation of language in the
second half of the response is not effective. Therefore, this gains a
mark of 5 in the middle of the 4-6 band for communication and
content.

Some structures are successful, but they have to be weighed up
against the less successful ones. The final two sentences are full of
basic errors of verb formation and syntax which cause ambiguity and
prevent information being conveyed successfully. This gains a mark at
the lower end of the 3-4 band for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

For a response to access the top bands, the language needs to be
consistent throughout.
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Many candidates at higher tier exceed what is expected at this level in
the paper. This response is an example of a very fluent and impressive
answer to the question.

The candidate covers each of the four bullet points clearly and adds
interesting relevant detail to each one. Language is adapted effectively
and there are convincing personal opinions, eg about the Chemistry
teacher. There is excellent evidence of uncommon vocabulary such as
echt and Belohnung. The mark for communication and content is 12.

This candidate is very at ease with the language and gives outstanding
evidence of complex structures throughout all four paragraphs. There
are one or two minor errors (eg the wrong preposition with teilnehmen
and the wrong gender of Wettbewerb) but these do not detract from
the wealth of clear information conveyed. The mark for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy is 8.

Alternatives to the grammatical future with werden, such as the use of
hoffen in this response, are impressive examples of complex
structures.
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates are required to write an article about foreign languages including details of
languages in their school (description/present tense), why German is important (opinion),
how they have improved their German (past tense) and details of how they will use foreign
languages in the future (information/future intent).

This elicited some lengthy and often interesting responses from candidates who were clearly
at ease with the topic. The importance of languages was often that they opened doors to
new cultural experiences or that they improved job opportunities. Many candidates used the
third bullet opportunity to use familiar language about a visit to Germany where they had the
chance to improve their German; some were even able to write convincingly about learning
vocabulary and keeping notes; a significant number mentioned their use of online apps as an
aid to learning.

Vocabulary used was generally good: there were plenty of examples of uncommon words
such as anspruchsvoll, Erfahrung, beabsichtigen and au ßerdem. Few candidates failed to
mention all four bullet points. The most successful candidates produced fluent articles with
plenty of complex structures such as ohne/zu clauses, pluperfect tense, complex verbs in
subordinate and relative clauses and often a sound command of case and gender.

Examiners noted that some candidates wrote their article in columns in the answer booklet.
While this was a good indication of candidates engaging with the task, it often made
assessment difficult since it was not always clear how sentences followed on from each
other.
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The candidate responds clearly to each bullet point with relevant
development of each idea. The account is interesting to read and there
is a wide range of thoughts and points of view. There are some, rather
than many, examples of uncommon language such as trotzdem,
Auswahl and bestimmt. Nevertheless, the mark for communication and
content can be firmly placed in the top band and a mark 14 is
awarded.

There is a wide variety of grammatical structures including relative
clauses, infinitive clauses, variety of person, verb form and a
reasonably secure command of present, past and future. The spelling
is varied in accuracy and sometimes holds up the fluency. In addition
there are some more basic errors such as wenn ich fϋr einen Job suchen
and die im Ausland kommen. A mark in the top band for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy is the best fit but at the lower end. This scores
a mark of 10.

100% accuracy is not necessary for a mark in the top band but the
more basic errors there are the more the mark will be affected.
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This response contains plenty of information and some good
attempted structures, but is hampered by an occasional lack of clarity
and variable accuracy.

The response covers all four bullet points with mostly effective
development of key points. The candidate gives detailed information
about German at school, reasons for the importance of German and a
clear indication of an intention to work in Germany in the future. This
final point is less effectively developed than the first two.
Communication in the third paragraph is constrained, especially at the
beginning of the paragraph. Given the amount of varied information
provided, the response can be awarded a mark in the 9-12 band but at
the lower end. A mark of 9 is the most appropriate.

There is evidence of some variation of grammatical structure, including
subordination, coordination and a range of tenses including a good
conditional sentence. Accuracy is variable but in the case of the third
paragraph the errors hinder clarity of communication. The best fit for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy is at the top end of the 4-6 band. A
mark of 6 is awarded.

Checking work for errors, particularly for word error and verb
agreements, can raise the overall marks awarded.
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Using pre-learned material in this question is acceptable if it fits in with
the requirements of the task. In this example, the candidate has
conveyed some interesting ideas but has not linked them directly
enough to the bullet points.

The candidate communicates some detailed information relevant to
the task. The information about languages in school is understandable
but difficult to read, because of the misuse of lieber, flogen and
interessant. The response to the second bullet point is more
successsful and the key point is developed, albeit using no more than
straightforward language. The third paragraph mentions a trip to
Germany but does not link directly to why this helped the candidate's
German. The fourth paragraph refers to future events but does not
make a link to using languages. Some language is adapted effectively,
but there are moments where is it is difficult to work out exactly what
is meant. A mark of 6 towards the lower end of the 5-8 band is
appropriate for communication and content.

There is some variation of grammatical structures including
coordination, inversion, modal verbs, some subordination and
frequently successful references to past, present and future events
with occasional ambiguity. There are also some major errors such as
habe ich ... geflogen and Es war sehr macht Spaβ. Nevertheless, the
response can be placed in the 4-6 band for linguistic knowledge and
accuracy with a mark of 5 in the middle of the band being appropriate.

It is important to read the bullet points carefully and to respond to the
exact requirements of each one before developing the point.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates are required to write a formal letter about shopping including details of what
teenagers like to buy (description/present tense), what they bought recently (past tense),
problems with shopping online (opinion) and details of where they will shop next week
(information/future intent).

This option elicited some interesting responses. The most common omission was the fourth
bullet point: some candidates failed to notice that they were required to say where they
intended to go shopping rather than simply say what they would buy. This omission capped
the mark for communication and content at 12. Nevertheless, there were many imaginative
answers which showed a good ability to use learned language to serve the purpose of the
task. The most interesting factor was an awareness of problems with online shopping which
ranged from the practical (items not seen, wrong size) to the environmental (too much
packaging, large carbon footprint) to the social (addictive).

Many candidates were able to show at least some complex structures in their answers. Most
commonly these were subordination with weil and the occasional um/zu clause. Accuracy was
variable, particularly with verb formation. Those who managed to include some good
structures often failed to rise above the 1-3 band for linguistic knowledge and accuracy
because of the poor verb formation and syntax. However, the more successful candidates
were clearly at ease with the language and produced coherent accounts.

In the most successful responses, there were plenty of examples of complex sentences with,
for example, verb/comma/verb structures, infinitive clauses with statt...zu, separable verbs
such as ausgeben and conditional sentences with wenn.
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Responding and developing all or some of the bullet points does not
necessarily lead to marks in higher bands for communication and
content. The adaptation of language also has to be taken into account,
as this response demonstrates.

This candidate does not state specifcally what young people like to buy
and has misunderstood the meaning of neulich gekauft. However, there
are some details about the problem of online shopping as being
difficult and less enjoyable than the alternative. In the final paragraph
it is clear that the candidate will go shopping with friends in the city.
This response communicates occasionally detailed information
relevant to the task, but adaptation of language is only sometimes
effective. The 1-4 band is the best fit for communication and content
and a mark of 3 in the middle of the band is awarded.

Straightforward structures are sometimes accurate. In particular, the
candidate can use present and future tenses correctly in simple
sentences. Otherwise, there are many basic errors of word order and
verb agreement which mean the 1-3 band is the best fit for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy. A mark of 3 is awarded.

Less secure candidates do better when they stick to familiar language
with straightforward sentences rather than try to express new
thoughts in German.
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The candidate communicates detailed information relevant to the task
throughout the response. It is clear what young people like to buy and
an example is given to develop the point; the candidate's latest
purchase is described well and developed with some facts about the
financial situation. The third bullet point is less successful but
eventually the idea that online shopping is expensive is conveyed. In
response to the fourth bullet point, there is good development about a
proposed visit to a bookshop. Language is mostly adapted effectively,
but there are some problematic corners in the response which make
the reader falter, eg the invented word bewusstig in the third
paragraph. This is a solid response but it does not quite communicate
effectively enough to access the top band. However, a mark of 12 at
the top of the 9-12 band is the best fit for communication and content.

There are some good examples of grammatical structures including
the correct use of gern, inversion, subordination, modal verbs and a
secure use of the three main tenses. Occasionally, word order is a
cause for concern, especially when a more complex structure is
attempted, eg with the ob clause in the final paragraph. However, this
is a predominantly fluent and well-linked response with frequent
extended sentences. The errors rarely hinder clarity of communication.
A mark of 9 at the top of the 7-9 band is the best fit.

Idiomatic expression and useful phrases should be learned accurately.
The response would have ended on a more positive note if Das freue
mich darauf had been expressed correctly.
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Good responses do not necessarily need sophisticated language. This
candidate has used relatively straightforward ideas to create a
response which interests the reader.

There is consistent development of each of the four key points in this
response. The candidate has chosen to describe the differences
between the shopping preferences between boys and girls, has
produced an amusing personal narrative about the failed attempt to
purchase a rabbit, has given several disadvantages of online shopping
using different types of language and has described clearly a planned
shopping trip to Austria. Not all language is effectively adapted but
none of the errors hinder communication. For that reason, this
response slips into the top band for communciation and content and is
awarded a mark of 13.

Although there are some errors (ich bin ... gelauft, obwohl es extrem
teuer werden sein), the writing is more correct than incorrect. There are
some good examples of accurate language which often elude the
average GCSE candidate such as an um/zu clause, use of was as a
conjunction, the conditional tense and fϋr with the correct accusative
pronoun ihn. Although there are some problems with word order in
more complex sentences, there is a sound sense of tense throughout.
On balance, this response gains a mark of 10 at the lower end of the
10-12 band for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

Candidates should aim to include uncommon vocabulary in their
writing at this level. Examples in this response include schick,
Tiergeschἃfte and ϋberraschend.
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Question 3

Most candidates managed at least partial communication of the passage and there were
fewer examples this year of renditions which were full of gaps. At the top end of the scale
there were some impressive translations, some entirely accurate. Examiners noted that
candidates had often been trained well to rephrase when a structure or word was not known
so that the flow of the passage was not held up. Thus, sometimes etwas Neues was given as
ein neues Buch and Nachrichten or Zeitschrift was used instead of Zeitung. Also, most were able
to attempt the past tense in the last sentence with the perfect tense of finden which was
generally well-known or with the simple past fand. Similary reading was generally successful,
although some translated this wrongly as Reden or Reiten.

Less successful structures were:

The translation of like to read caused problems and many candidates used gern as a verb;
the plural form mὂgen was rarely known.
The infinitive clause with um/zu in the third sentence was known only by the most
successful.
The use of ϋber meaning about in the final sentene was rare.

Other words which caused regular problems were: too, newspaper, bookshop and novel.
Austria often was given as Ausland or Australien.
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Although individual items of vocabulary can sometimes cause a
problem, it is worthwhile persevering and seeking alternatives so that
the final version in German flows well.

This candidate has struggled to convey the ideas of newspaper and
also. In addition, the errors in the final sentence almost prevent the
meaning being conveyed. On the other hand, the infinitive um/zu
clause is successful. The meaning of the passage is mostly
communicated although occasional words are incorrect. Accuracy is
variable. This scores a mark of 7 at the lower end of the 7-9 band.

It is better to find alternatives for unknown words rather than to leave
gaps.
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This is an example of an almost perfect translation, albeit with some
errors.

The meaning of the passage is fully communicated. The errors do not
hinder clarity. The use of novel rather than Roman in the final sentence
means that the sentence flows since the word could be understood as
Novelle; Zeitschrift rather than Zeitung is a good replacement. This
merits a mark of 11 in the middle of the top band.

Accurate syntax with the verbs in the correct place in each sentence is
important and often allows the meaning to be conveyed clearly despite
other minor errors.
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This response rises above the 1-3 band because the candidate has
managed to keep going and succeeds in conveying some information
in each sentence.

The translation starts reasonably well, but communication begins to
break down in the second sentence. There is partial communication.
For example, the first part of the third sentence is clearly conveyed
with the minor omission of the type of shop, but the infinitive clause
makes no sense. Also the meaning of the final sentences is confused
by the use of mit. This scores a mark of 5 in the middle of the 4-6 band.

Prepositions are often difficult and need careful attention. It is
important to learn their various meanings in German.
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Paper Summary

To prepare for this paper, candidates should:

Be familiar with all topic areas in the specification.
Be able to produce coherent sentence using a variety of verbs in the present, past and
future.
Learn as wide a range of vocabulary as possible including adjectives and adverbs or
adverbial phrases which can add interest.
Ensure that they are aware of German word order, including straightforward sentences
with the main verb in the second position, inversion of subject and verb when necessary,
the rules governing complex verb forms, and the difference between the position of verbs
when using coordinating and subordinating conjuntions.
Be able to use a range of structures that can be used to give an opinion such as meiner
Meinung nach or Ich finde, dass ...
Be able to justify their opinions or to weigh up advantages and disadvantages.
Ensure that they know how to introduce more complex structures such as subordinate
clauses into their written work.
Practise translating passages from English into German to convey the gist of the whole
passage and learn to use repair strategies when they are unsure of a structure or an item
of vocabulary.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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