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Introduction

This paper produced significantly higher marks than any of its predecessors. A conscious and
pre-planned attempt to reduce the number of empty responses and to steer students
towards using resources when relevant, resulted in higher mean marks on three of the four
8-mark assess questions. As is usual the 8-mark resource-based questions (Q4, Q7, Q10d/11
d) produced higher scores than Q8b/9b. The latter ‘familiar fieldwork’ question relied on
candidate recollection of their own fieldwork experience. The resource-based questions
produced significantly higher means for three reasons;

1. An explicit instruction to candidates answering Q4 and Q7 that ‘You must use evidence
from Figure X in your answer. The impact of this was to increase significantly the number
who picked up at least 1 AO4 mark for doing just that; using evidence from the figure.
2. The resources were at the less complex end of the spectrum of resources used over the
lifetime of this specification and each had some text attached that has allowed easier access
to AO4 for candidates at the lower end of the ability range.
3. The questions either visited well-trodden parts of the specification (Q4 and Q7)and/or
were similar in structure to previously asked questions, (Q4 and Q10d/11d)

Improvement in performance was also notable for the ‘Explain.. ’questions; a result in part of
the topics being addressed and in part because of clearer instructions.

MCQ’s and short answer ‘state’ questions also scored better across the whole cohort.

It is worth noting that the increased accessibility of some questions had the predictable
consequence of easing the time pressure that has previously been evidenced by abbreviated
and incomplete or, too often, unanswered final questions. AA reports and the PE’s own
marking of the final question (either 10d or 11d) strongly suggest that this problem had
diminished considerably adding an ancillary reason for stronger performance.

It is also worth adding a word of caution regarding the performance of candidates at the
lower end of the cohort in terms of their cognitive skills. Geography GCSE presents a wide 
range of challenges for all candidates. Numeracy is expected and tested; literacy is expected
and tested; the ability to construct arguments and debate issues is expected and tested;
knowledge and understanding of a wide range of topics is expected and tested, from the
causes of social deprivation to the impact of atmospheric processes on climate. A final
challenge is that these topics, and many others, are populated with a very considerable range
of specialist terms which frequently provide the foci for examination questions.

There are many hurdles to clear and papers that set challenges for Grade 9 students are
inevitably extremely challenging for those working within the constraints of a much narrower
and unreliable skill set. There were, as in previous years, many unanswered questions on the
typical Grade 1 and Grade 2 examination paper.
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This report, as in previous years, will not include examples of the MCQ responses.

Teachers are reminded that the feedback on Q8 and Q9 responses will often be the same
reflecting that the questions are, more or less, identical excepting their context. That is also
true of Q10 and Q11 feedback.
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Question 1 (b)

These two mark ‘Explain..’ questions are a common feature across all three GCSE B papers.
They require a basic explanatory point, which gains one mark, to be developed with more
detail of, as in this case, the process. With a modal mark of 2 and a relatively high mean this
question was accessible to the majority although for candidates at Grade 4 and below the
second mark was often elusive. The most popular choice was freeze-thaw weathering.

A clear response which provides a basic explanation and expands it
through the idea of expansion on freezing.

Make sure that you know the difference between erosion and
weathering.
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Question 1 (c)

This was generally not as well answered as Q1b with the second mark often eluding even
Grade 4 candidates. It was notable that a significant number below that level had very little
idea about the impact on ‘…the UK’s landscape’. U-shaped valleys were, by far and away, the
most popular choice of landform but how these modified the landscape was often missing.

The basic idea is here but there is no relevant development.

In your revision make sure that you have a short but important grasp
of what glaciation has done to the UK landscape.
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Question 2 (a)

The key idea here is that the more joints and faults within a rock structure the greater is the
surface area of rock that is exposed to whichever erosional process is being explained. The
popular choice was, as expected, hydraulic action, although not always identified as such. As
with many other 2-mark explain questions, this discriminated quite effectively with the top
end of the cohort finding the words to explain their chosen process and develop the idea.
The modal mark was 2.

This response identifies that joints and faults create weaknesses and
then explains that this allows erosional processes to operate more
effectively. The answer follows a logical pathway effectively.

Remember that 'one' reason 2-mark questions expects a basic point to
be developed with more explanatory detail and not a different reason.
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Question 2 (b)

The vast majority garnered one mark by identifying either their relative cheapness or, even
more popular, the lack of an aesthetically negative visual impact. To develop that idea, the
majority were able to add that they use ‘natural’ materials. Alternatively, to paraphrase many
answers, they don’t involve pouring concrete. The modal mark was 2.

The basic idea is sound, and the development is thoughtful so a clear
2-mark answer.

Don't write too much for these 2-mark questions. The 4 lines provided
should be more than enough.
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Question 2 (c)

The overall response to this question was a little disappointing. The majority of responses
either focused exclusively on the impacts of global warming or, alternatively on coastal
management. Both were legitimate, although it is notable that only the latter focus is covered
in the specification. Also mentioned in the specification are the impacts of ‘development,
agriculture and industry’ and these hardly featured at all in candidate responses. A significant
number at the lower end of the cohort left the question unanswered.

Although this is a very narrowly drawn response it does explain why
coastal landscapes might be changing. This answer recognises a cause
and effect of two methods of coastal management, so is marked
accordingly.

Try to make sure that you understand that a physical landscape is
made up of different landform elements.
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Question 3 (a)(ii)

This was correctly answered by the majority of candidates.

This is a complicated, contradictory answer and lacks logic – 'There is
no rocks/sediment so there must be a large sediment load.'

A quick re-read of your answers is always useful – try to find a minute
or two to do that at the end of the exam.
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Question 3 (b)

Unlike Q2c this was well answered by the majority. A high mean mark and a modal mark of 4
reflected a secure knowledge and understanding of river management processes, which for
many is also supported by their personal engagement with fieldwork. Some failed to
recognise that this question was about river management rather than coastal management
but even these answers often managed to say something that was relevant to management
in general. Most were able to work within the limitations placed upon them to find one cost
and one benefit.
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This answer is a good example of the answers offered by very many
candidates who were well informed about hard engineering. In
general, that is easier to do in the context of coastal landscapes than it
is fluvial landscapes, but the question doesn't ask for examples and
there were some who were probably still focussing on coastal
environments.

Make sure that you are familiar with the structure of your exam papers
and its various sections.

They don't change from year to year.
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Question 4

The first ‘Assess..’ question on this paper produced a relatively high mean mark. It is
reasonable to assume that this reflected both the familiarity of the topic but also the
introduction of a specific instruction to all candidates that they ‘must use evidence from
Figure 2a and 2b’ in their answers. There were significantly fewer blank responses and
although the AO3 material was patchy and sometimes missing altogether in level 1 answers a
significant number did pick up an AO4 mark. This was often to note that in the twenty years
between 2000 and 2019 there had been 17 major flood events. Obviously more developed
answers offered possible reasons for this and also drew on the information in Figure 2b in
pointing out that despite the abundance of flood events in the 2000-2019 period their impact
is measured by the number who died was notably lower that the 1953 event. Generally, it
was only the level 3 responses that made any comment at all about the geographical
distribution of these events or, indeed, recognised that the events included both river
flooding as well as coastal flooding.
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This is a very strong response. The candidate has brought their
understanding from their work in both coastal and fluvial
environments to help them deconstruct the information in the
resources. They weave the AO4 with the AO3 very effectively and do an
excellent job in reflecting on the complexities of the processes,

The resources are key to these questions – try to throw light on them
using your general knowledge of the basic topics.
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Question 5 (a)

This question was well-answered by the majority. The most obvious reason why some
candidates failed to score 3 marks was the temptation to ‘explain’ the differences thus
anticipating Q5b but not rewardable here.

This is a sound answer and many candidates produced something
similar. This candidate has added their own manipulation of the data
as in 'over 10x more black people' which is a good focus on the skill of
comparison.

'Compare' questions do not need an explanation as to why there are
differences.
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Question 5 (b)

The most popular response was the reasonable idea that some regions offered a greater
number of employment opportunities and thus attracted more in-migration. Some added
that this impact might be amplified by a greater diversity in available employment. A second
explanation eluded a significant minority of candidates. One of the most frequent routes
found was the sophisticated idea that once an initial bridgehead is established the growth of
distinctive cultural and social support structures makes some areas much more attractive to
potential migrants than areas that lacked these elements of cultural infrastructure.

These two ideas were the dominant explanations offered. This is a
particularly clear example with the explanatory idea developed
through examples and some locational detail.

Geography is all around you – many candidates will have personal
experiences that can be useful in answering questions on this section
of the specification.
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Question 6 (a)(ii)

The majority recognised that Bath’s population growth was more variable than that of
England and Wales as a whole. Some confused population growth rates with total
population.

A rare example of a wrong response. The graph shows changes in
growth rate, not absolute numbers and this answer is wrong.

Be careful about measurement of change as in 'growth' rates. Global
population is increasing but the rate of growth is slowing down, fast.
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Question 6 (b)

The majority found the correct answer to this question and presented it, as instructed, to one
decimal place. Ignoring this latter instruction was the most frequent reason why the second
mark was missed. Some candidates ignored the question altogether, as has been a notable
feature of scripts at the lower end of the mark range throughout the lifetime of this
specification and its predecessors. However, centres will recognise that it is mandatory for all
geography specifications to include the examination of mathematical skills.
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Question 6 (c)

In common with most, but not all, of the 4-mark ‘Explain..’ questions on this paper this
question produced a pleasing number of full-mark answers. These candidates came armed
with a good understanding of what might help ‘make urban living more sustainable’
identifying and explaining a strategy and then adding a reflective point about its (positive)
impact. Transport was often the focus of attention of both strategies and most answers
identified either London or Birmingham as their ‘UK city’. It is worth reiterating that although
a little local detail will very often help candidates find the second mark it is not essential to do
this and there were 4-mark answers that did not identify the city by name.

This is at the bottom end of the 4-mark answers, but it is sufficient.
Investing in solar panels 'for more renewable energy' is a two-mark
response and so too is 'promoting work from home' which is extended
by the impact on pollution.
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If you have local detail, then use it.
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Question 6 (d)

This was the only 4-mark question on the paper that required three developments of an
initial explanatory point to reach maximum marks. This is a higher level of demand than the
‘Explain two …’ style 4-mark questions although these test breadth rather than depth of
understanding. Rooted in what is generally a well-understood part of the specification most
started with a regeneration project as the basic process causing ‘growth’. Some worked this
backwards to discuss the cause of regeneration as deindustrialisation. This was developed in
a number of ways of which the commonest was to explain the impacts of this on the urban
infrastructure and the consequences of that on population levels and patterns of
inequalities. Some were able to weave in the changing demographics to include the process
of ‘studentification’ as a consequence of regeneration which was an elegant way of getting
around the ‘Explain one.. ’ instruction. Once again, as with Q6c there was no necessity to add
local detail but those that did were able to use it to their advantage as part of their
explanation of change.
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There is a basic idea here about job opportunities which 'provides
economic growth' which is just about enough for the second mark. To
develop that the candidate could have used the idea of the multiplier
creating more growth because of higher incomes.

It is important to break down processes such as economic growth or,
its reverse deindustrialisation.
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Question 7

As with Q4 this ‘geographical issue’ question stimulated some excellent answers. Similarly,
the instruction that ‘You must use evidence from Figure 6 in your answer’ seems to have had
a positive impact on candidates who, in the past, might have omitted to answer the question
altogether. Certainly, the number of non-responses was significantly down from the levels
recorded by the examining teams in previous years. Both AO4 and AO3 content were highly
variable across the cohort delivering a high standard deviation as is desirable in these
demanding questions. Level 1 responses were characterised by a partial AO4 recognition of
the differences between the populations in terms of their age structure generalised to be
rural = old, urban = young. The AO3 explanation of this was generally related to either crime
of the pursuit of a ‘quiet life’ driving urban to rural migration. Candidates that used the data
at the bottom of page 16 were able to add more subtlety to their explanations and the most
impressive responses recognised that the demographic distinction between urban and rural
populations varied significantly depending on their relative locations and the economic and
social relationships between them. The candidates who deployed their knowledge and
understanding drawn from sections 5.7 and 5.8 on the specification often did very well
indeed.
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This is a very strong response with an excellent range of ideas. The
push-pull elements helped to provide a structure to this answer which
went well beyond the cliche.

Use the data provided but always try to make an explanatory comment
too.
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Question 8 (a)(i)

This was answered very well by most students. Most could explain a basic reason choosing
proximity to the school/centre. A significant minority of these struggled to build on this.
Those that did rightly suggested that this gave them more time for their data collection.
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A sound answer typical of many others.

Revising your fieldwork should start by breaking it down into all the 6
stages from planning to reflecting critically on what you have done.
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Question 8 (a)(ii)

Another set of strong responses with an initial explanation generally being a recognition that
this generates more data. Some left it at that but better answers added that this is likely to
make the results more reliable. Others used the same basic idea but suggested that seasonal
contrasts might be important.

Basic idea is developed here.

It is helpful to know the difference between accuracy and reliability.
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Question 8 (a)(iii)

Once again there were a significant number of 2-mark answers to this with most recognising
either the seasonal changes or the spatial variation on different profiles. Many used data for
the figure to support and develop one or other of these ideas.

An extended idea here for both marks.

Don't waste time rewriting the question – the first line of this answer is
pointless (in every way).
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Question 8 (a)(iv)

It was clear from the responses that those who knew what secondary data was were able to
offer at least one explanation of their value; maps were the most popular choice. Obviously
enough, the significant minority who did not know the term would struggle to score a mark
and many of these left the question unanswered. This is a good example of the importance
of technical specialist language within the subject.

Two legitimate answers which are both developed.

As elsewhere on the specification make a point of knowing the key
terminology.
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Question 8 (b)

As with the previous question in which understanding a specialist term was vital in producing
any answer at all, the first hurdle here was to ‘see’ the term quantitative in the question and
then know the term. It is unavoidable but nonetheless unfortunate that qualitative and
quantitative are so similar and so readily confused. This question, straightforward enough if
the terminological pitfall was avoided, produced a lower mean mark than its 2019 equivalent
and a higher percentage of 0-mark responses. Unfortunately, a significant minority of those
who had no issues with comprehending the question struggled to find much to say beyond
one weakness and had even more trouble making any comment about the strengths. The
most frequent weakness was generally related to the equipment used. Only a small number
critiqued the methodology of data collection. Although students do not need to recall the
details of their fieldwork results, they do need to be engaged in each part of the six stages of
the enquiry process; in this case the sixth and final stage which is ‘Reflecting critically on
fieldwork data, methods used and conclusions drawn and knowledge gained’.
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This is a very good answer that is well focussed on the technical
aspects of fieldwork. There is assessment throughout the piece and a
recognition that some of the weaknesses could be easily fixed.

No fieldwork is perfect either in design or in execution.
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Question 9 (a)(i)

This was answered very well by most students. Most could explain a basic reason choosing
proximity to the school/centre. A significant minority of these struggled to build on this.
Those that did, rightly suggested that this gave them more time for their data collection.
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The idea of making more time for data collection was a common and
obviously correct response.

Know all the stages of your fieldwork from planning through to
critically reflecting on the outcomes and methods.
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Question 9 (a)(ii)

Another set of strong responses with an initial explanation generally being a recognition that
this generates more data. Some left it at that but better answers added that this is likely to
make the results more reliable. Others used the same basic idea but suggested that seasonal
contrasts might be important.

A good piece of lateral thinking. It is an unusual answer but rewardable
although accuracy is not improved so just one mark.

Data collection can always be improved, and it isn't just a question of
quantity.
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Question 9 (a)(iii)

Once again there were a significant number of 2-mark answers to this with most recognising
either the seasonal changes or the spatial variation on different profiles. Many used data for
the figure to support and develop one or other of these ideas.

40GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



Question 9 (a)(iv)

It was clear from the responses that those who knew what secondary data was were able to
offer at least one explanation of their value; maps were the most popular choice. Obviously
enough, the significant minority who did not know the term would struggle to score a mark
and many of these left the question unanswered. This is a good example of the importance
of technical specialist language within the subject.

Many came up with one, as in this case, but struggled to find a second
source.

Remember that secondary data is any information that you and your
group had no part in collecting.
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Question 9 (b)

As with the previous question in which understanding a specialist term was vital in producing
any answer at all, the first hurdle here was to ‘see’ the term quantitative in the question and
then know the term. It is unavoidable but nonetheless unfortunate that qualitative and
quantitative are so similar and so readily confused. This question, straightforward enough if
the terminological pitfall was avoided produced a lower mean mark than its 2019 equivalent
and a higher percentage of 0-mark responses. Unfortunately, a significant minority of those
who had no issues with comprehending the question struggled to find much to say beyond
one weakness and had even more trouble making any comment about the strengths. The
most frequent weakness was generally related to the equipment used. Only a small number
critiqued the methodology of data collection. Although students do not need to recall the
details of their fieldwork results, they do need to be engaged in each part of the six stages of
the enquiry process; in this case the sixth and final stage which is ‘Reflecting critically on
fieldwork data, methods used, and conclusions drawn, and knowledge gained’.
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A detailed and forensically critical account of this candidate's fieldwork
experience(s). The weaknesses are largely methodological as were the
strengths but there is a good range here.

All fieldwork will have flaws both in its execution but also in the overall
design.
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Question 10 (a)

The intention here was that candidates would reflect on their fieldwork question or
hypothesis in the context of their chosen location. In their answers a number of candidates
made no secret of the fact that they had played no part in the choice of question. Centres
need to ensure that this first stage of the enquiry process is covered every year rather than
delivering the enquiry question ready-made. Obviously, the fieldwork plans need to be in
place but rationalising them is critical.

There isn't enough here to make it entirely clear what is intended. Just
enough for a mark as a possible idea but no follow up. Perhaps,
making the data easier to categorise and/or interpret might have done
it.

You need to know all parts of the fieldwork process but especially what
your enquiry question is.
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Question 10 (b)

In designing their fieldwork, centres are obliged to include ‘one qualitative fieldwork method
that collects data on the views and perceptions of quality of life’, and ‘one quantitative
fieldwork method to collect data on environmental quality’. Of course, some centres will add
other techniques and are encouraged to do so and that was obvious from the range of
methods explained in their answers. The standard was generally high although some
described a method without explaining, for example, how that particular method offered
insights into the quality of life or the urban environment.

Two sound ideas developed with some detail.

You need to know how you collected your data and why you chose that
particular method.
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Question 10 (c)

This question produced a range of responses with most managing to identify one conclusion
drawn with a commentary about how strongly the results supported or contradicted the
enquiry question and/or hypothesis. The best answers came most readily to those who had
clear questions which were testable, such as a view of whether the urban environment along
a transect would improve (or deteriorate) moving out from the CBD. A number of inventive
candidates appear to have revisited this question having completed the following one, which
is perfectly acceptable.

This is an impressive answer that has a clear focus on the initial
hypothesis and offers an explanatory connection between the
fieldwork and their results.
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There is no need to learn lots of numerical data, but you do need to
know the overall outcomes of your fieldwork.
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Question 10 (d)

As with Q4 and Q7 candidates this question produced stronger responses than had been the
case in previous years. What was especially encouraging was that only 7% of candidates
scored 0 on the question. Interestingly, according to the examining team only a minority of
those appear to have written nothing at all. This evidence suggests that time constraints
might have been less problematic this year, perhaps because more accessible questions are
obviously quicker to answer than those which involve much more reflection time. The
standard answers tended to be dominated by the divided bar charts but ignored the
implications of some parts of the text. The stronger responses had some AO4 drawn from
the bar-charts but also reflected on sample sizes, the limited range of the three questions
asked, the necessarily subjective nature of, for example, agreeing or strongly agreeing with a
statement and other legitimate challenges to the reliability of the results.
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A strong response that has a good range of ideas and a fair grasp of
what is meant by 'reliability' and 'accuracy'. It is a little narrow in focus
but what it does, it does well.

Remember that all fieldwork will have flaws in design and not just the
inevitable errors made when collecting data.
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Question 11 (a)

As measured by the answers offered in the examination only about 15% of candidates opt
for the ‘rural settlement’ option. With a different geographical content but with identical
questions one would reasonably expect the statistical profile of candidate responses to be
very similar. That is not the case for the 2023 cohort and has, in fact, never been the case. It
would appear that several candidates are unaware of which option they have chosen and
offer answers to Q11 that are highly generic and often very weak indeed. The contrast was
most marked between answers to 10d and 11d.

The intention here was that candidates would reflect on their fieldwork question or
hypothesis in the context of their chosen location. In their answers a number of candidates
made no secret of the fact that they had played no part in the choice of question. Centres
need to ensure that this first stage of the enquiry process is covered every year rather than
delivering the enquiry question ready-made. Obviously, the fieldwork plans need to be in
place but rationalising them is critical.

There is just enough here to make it reasonably clear what is intended.
Just enough for a second mark as a possible follow up.
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You need to know all parts of the fieldwork process but especially what
your enquiry question is.
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Question 11 (b)

In designing their fieldwork, centres are obliged to include ‘one qualitative fieldwork method
that collects data on the views and perceptions of quality of life’, and ‘one quantitative
fieldwork method to collect data on environmental quality’. Of course, some centres will add
other techniques and are encouraged to do so and that was obvious from the range of
methods explained in their answers. The standard was generally high although some
described a method without explaining, for example, how that particular method offered
insights into the quality of life or the urban environment.

Two sound ideas developed with some detail.

You need to know how you collected your data and why you chose that
particular method.
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Question 11 (c)

This question produced a range of responses around a significantly lower mean than the
urban equivalent. The better answers managed to identify one conclusion drawn but only a
minority could add a commentary about how strongly the results supported or contradicted
the enquiry question and/or hypothesis. The best answers came most readily to those who
had clear questions which were testable such as a view of whether the urban environment
along a transect would improve (or deteriorate) moving out from the CBD. Sadly, there were
very few of these. A number of inventive candidates appear have revisited this question
having completed the following one, which is perfectly acceptable.

This is an impressive answer that has a clear focus on the initial
hypothesis and offers an explanatory connection between the
fieldwork and their results.

There is no need to learn lots of numerical data, but you do need to
know the overall outcomes of your fieldwork.

54GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



Question 11 (d)

Unlike Q4 and Q7 and, most troubling of all 10d candidates produced very similar responses
to this question as they had in previous years. What was especially discouraging and difficult
to explain was that a staggering half of candidates scored 0 on the question. According to the
examining team a majority of those appear to have written nothing at all. The most probable
explanation is confusion by some candidates at the lower end of the ability as to which
option they had followed with some of these answering Q11 when they should have
answered Q10. It is plausible to suggest that the quality of this cohort might be the most
significant element in determining the quality of their answers.

The standard answers tended to be dominated by the divided bar charts but ignored the
implications of some parts of the text. The stronger responses had some AO4 drawn from
the bar-charts but also reflected on sample sizes, the limited range of the three questions
asked, the necessarily subjective nature of, for example, agreeing or strongly agreeing with a
statement and other legitimate challenges to the reliability of the results.

55 GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



56GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



This is narrowly drawn but has a few basic points to make. Limitations
of breadth are obvious but also the limited use of the data provided in
the resources despite the candidates' notations.

Make sure that you use as much of the resource information as you
can – there is material there that can help your answer.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are given the following advice:

1. Be familiar with the structure of this paper; in particular which options you answer for your
fieldwork.

2. Be familiar with the vocabulary of the paper. For example, landscapes, secondary data and
many others.

3. Know your command words especially explain, assess and evaluate.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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